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Qhmb: Jordan Is votes off peaco 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor has said the deterioration of 
fdat * OB8 between Jordan and the United States sinew the Golf crisis 
erupted was tragic. Renter new* agency, in a from tanhi, 

quoted the Queen as saying, in an interview with British Broadcasting 
C°tpQM jp (BBC) television broadcast on Wednes day , Jordan had 
oansmendy been a yoke of peace and moderation in the Middle 
“lft vay, very tragic that relations between os (the United and 
Jordan) have deteriorated considerably throughout this conflict,” sbe said 
m the interview. Queen Noor said Jordan “ha* Am rtw> 
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conflkr aon^g to promote a peaceful recotutioa... based on mwwwiinMi 
law, international legitimacy, on UJi. reanturiniw ” 


An ind^enSciect Ara^$Rtical daily put 

■alt rLuMM^Ll |jc iijj 







Iraq says allied plane shot down 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said Wednesday it shot down one allied plane 
daring 178 air raids bat made no mention of an attack on a Baghdad 
shelter packed with civilians. Baghdad radio said U.S.-led allied p lane s 
carried oat 86 air raids against civilian targets on Tuesday night and 
Wednesday. It said 92 raids were made cur m i l i ta r y installations in 
southern Iraq. Bridges, shops, factories and technical installations were 
hsted among civflian targets. “The atheist forces are continuing their raids 
on civilian and residential areas... lining innocent women and children. 
They are giving tbe workl public opinioo an irrefutable evidence of their 
b ar b ar ism," the radio said. It* report that a plane had been shot down 
brought' to 309 tbe number of aniwl aircraft or n»™v< Iraq said it has 
kn o c k ed out since the Gulf war began Jan. 17. Tbe U.S.-led coalition said 
a Saudi F-5 was missing in action, bringing the number of allied planes 
reported lost to 33. 
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Civilians massacred in Baghdad 


U.S.-led allies attack civilian bomb shelters, kill 500 

Jordan goes into mourning in solidarity with Iraq 


Combined agency dispatches 

ALLIED MISSILES blasted a 
civilian shelter in the Iraqi capital 
in a night-time air raid Wednes- 
day, turning the underground 
sanctuary into. an inferno and 
tiffing at least 500 people hiding 
inside, die dvfl defence said. 

Iraqi officials said the death toll 
could climb up to as many as 
1,000. Rescuers were still clawing 
through the debris hours after tbe 
air raid, but an exact number of 
those who were inside when the 
aircraft struck was not known. 

Grail defence workers said they 
dragged eight survivors from tbe 
nibble immediately after the two 
missiles hit the A1 Amerieh shel- 
ter at 4 a.m. (0100 GMT). But 
later, they retrieved only bodies, 
most of diem charred and muti- 
lated beyond recognition. 

Witnesses said first missOe hit 
die entrance, j amming die only 
escape route. The second, mo- 
ments later, penetrated the three- 
metre thick concrete roof and 
exploded inside tbe wmdowtess 
shelter. 

Reporters, who arrived at the scene 
with Information Ministry escorts 
boon later, found die firemen stiH 
fighting to control flames billowing 
team the Ungt ed wreckages- . . 

- Morc-than ^0-ehsrred- bodks ia£d 
out on the ground at a time as dooms 
erf ambulances sh utt led to moigScS 
and back, unable ro cope with the 


number. 

As reporte r * watched, the decapi- 
tated body of a woman was polled om 
and laid next to a nml toreo which 
apparently belonged to a girl whose 
head and limbs were blown off. 

Residents of tbe middle-class Ai 
Amerieh neighbourhood crowded the 
scene, tooting for relatives and 
friends. Men beat on their chest and 
yelled “AHahn Akbar,” and women 
cried hysterically. 

A senior enfi defence official said 
hundreds of people waimineH buried 
in tiie nibble s e v era l hours after the 
attack, and that there was no hope 
that any of them was nil alive. 

"There are no stnvivoa there any- 
more. The fire is melting tile metaL 
There's no way any human bring 
could have survived until now,” he 
said,' requesting anonymity. 

Health Minister Abdul Salam 

Unhwinmd Sseed tnlrf rrpnrtir™ that 

there were 1,000 people inside the 
shelter, one of five large sanctuaries 
built during the 1980-88 war against 
Iran. He called the attack **a well 
'planned crime." 

Other civil defence officials said an 
wtimrtwt 400 to 500 people had 
moved into the 12-metro-decp shel- 
ter, winc h can accommodate op to 
2,000 people, since the allied bomb- 
ing of Iraq began Jan. 17. 

But beemne of allied attacks on the 
capital were particularly intense 
Tuesday and Wednesday, many 
others also had sought refuge in the 
fortified stru ct u re. 

’ The survram were ta k en to the 
nearby -Ysramk' hospital, and only 
two of them appeared conscious: AS 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan 

condemns 

‘brutal, 

barbaric 

crime’ 

By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordan on Wednes- 
day described as brutal and bar- 
baric die attack on a civilian 
shelter in Baghdad which killed 
over 500 people. 

"Jordan received with horror 
and anger the news of this brutal 
massacre of old men and women 
and ch ild re n who were fading in 
the shelter to protect themselves 
from the daily round-the-clock 
bombardment since Jan. 17,” 
said an official spokesman quoted 
by die Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

“The Jordanian government . 
denounced this barbaric act, and 
views it as- deviation jfironf- any 
mifitaiy ' action,” the spokesman - 
said. “Jordan appeals to all Arab 

, (Continued on page 5) 


Aziz to visit Moscow 


Combined agency rtrsp a trhni 

IRAQI FOREIGN Minister 
Tareq Aziz was due in the Soviet 
capital Sunday to meet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev in the first 
visit by a high-ranking Iraqi offi- 
cial to a foreign country since the 
Golf war began, a Kremlin 
spokesman said. 

Tbe trip follows a Soviet en- 
voy’s meeting Tuesday with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

“The discussions in Baghdad 
give cause for hope,” Gorbachev 
spokesman Vitaly Ignatenko 
said. He said his assessment was 
based on a teLegeram Kremlin 
envoy Yevgeny Primakov sent to 
Moscow about his talks with Pres- 
ident Saddam. 

Another Kremlin spokesman, 
Sergei Grigoriev, said the Mot- 
cow visit of Aziz is a follow-up to 


Mr. Primakov’s mission. 

Little » known about what the 
Soviets have been discussing with 
the Iraqis or diplomats from 
other countries. 

“I guess we shook! read into 
this feet that we are trying to 
continue some kind of dialogue 
with the Iraqis. We have tried to 
do it all along, and hopefully 
something will come oat of it,” 
Soviet Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Vitaly Churkin said. 

Officials declined to otherwise 
elaborate on tbe Kremlin’s di- 
plomatic initiative. 

“The essence at the Soviet plan 
will never go beyond the hmits of 
the U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions obliging Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait and restore the in- 
dependence of Kuwait,” Mr. Gri- 
goriev said. 

Mr. Churkin, speaking at a 


regular news briefing, said tbe 
Soviet Union was not trying to 
serve as a mediator but “is trying 
to do everything possible to try to 
cease bloodshed as soon as possi- 
ble and to achieve the foil imple- 
mentation of the Security Council 
resolutions.” 

Mr. Ignatenko told rep or ters 
Mr. Aziz would meet Mr. Gor- 
bachev Monday “to continue tbe 
Soviet-Iraq contact” 

Mr. Primakov was scheduled to 
return to Moscow Wednesday 
night 

President Saddam told Prima- 
kov that Iraq is prepared to 
cooperate with the Soviet Union 
and other nations to end the war, 
Baghdad Radio reported. 

The White House reacted 

(Continued on page 5) 


Sharon suggests Israel Non-aligned 
should strike at Iraq envoys to 


Combined agency di sp atche s 

?- . _ ; 

“ ■ ■: " ISRAEL’S HAWKISH housing 

1 • minister, Ariel Sharon. Wednes- 
- r .. day suggested that Israel should 
.<3 strike at Iraqi «w«a1e launchers 
- even if it undermined tbe U.S.- 

led Gulf coalition, state-run 
- ' j:> f Israel Television reported, 
r-' -s >' “Israel should act against mis- 
»- - rile launchers in western Iraq 

J even if the coalition would lose its 

Arab members,” the television 
quoted Mr. Sharon as saying. 

**- “This veiy coalitioin wfll de- 

v -*r - mand concessions from Israel af- 
w -.-c A 1 tar the end of the war,” Mr. 
r: Sharon reportedly told the 

cabinet’s defence committee. 

, -.-r* 6 Iraq has fixed 33 Scad missiles 

at Israel since the Gulf war began 
^ Jan. 17. Under pressure freon the 
i 0ffS p United States, Israel has not re- 
a taHated for fear it could aBenaie 
3 -ln Arab members of the anti-Iraqi 

coalition. Some of the. Arab 
.,/kave threatened to withdraw 
. . support if Israel enters the 

war. 

^Va- top aide to Mr. Sh a mir 
»*■ ^renewed Israel’s wanting to strike- 
' ,c: j ^. fflKtarily if Iraqi troop* penetrate 
^ Jordan or use chemical weapons 
]' ^‘igainst Israel. 

“If Iraq enters Jordan, Israel 
intervene,” the aide, Avi 
^ Tazner, told the Spanish private 

„-•* 3 ivyaho network SER, renewing 

> jtd “If Iraq uses chemical 


weapons, there will be a response 
cm our part,” Mr. Pazner also 
said. 

He did not elaborate on how or 
when Israel might respond were 
Iraq to take such actions. 

“We understand the American 
concern about a possible Israeli 
retaliation,’’ be said. 

“But in any respon se on our 
part, we would have to pass 
across Jordan and that could pro- 
voke changes in the position of 
the Arab countries,” now allied 
wife the U.S.-led multinational 
forces, Mr. Pazner said. 

The United States has not 
agreed to turn over to Israel 
electrons codes needed relaunch 
attacks against Iraq, a high- 
ranking Defence Department 
official indicated on Tuesday. 

Asked if a CBS television re- 
port at the agreement was true, 
the Pentagon official shook' his 

head negatively. 

“We have not given Israel the' 
IFF codes,” fee official told Reu- 
ters. 

"Thai is not the ease,” said the 
official, who spoke on conditiom 
be would not be named. 

Israel has been seeking access 
to tiie so-called "friend or foe” 
etoctrotrie recognition codes to 
enable It to retaliate against Iraq 
for Scud image attacks. 

Without the codes, allied war- 
planes over Iraq would be likely 

( Conrtnnr d on page 5) 


envoys to 
visit Iraq 
and U.S. 

BELGRADE (Agencies) The 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
has said it will send missions to 
Iraq and the United States to 
explore ways of ending the Gulf 
war. 

Tbe foreign ministers of 1 5 
non-aligned countries agreed to 
undertake the peace initiative at 
talks in Belgrade Tuesday. 

The countries represented in- 
chided Yugoslavia, the current 
chairman of tbe 102-member 
NAM, Iran, Algeria and Egypt, 
which are key players in the 
Middle East, and India, an in- 
fluential senior member of the 
movement. 

Delegates of the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
which is widely seen as dose to 
-Iraq, also attended the meeting. 

The foreign m inister s said a 
ferae or four-member peace team 

would leave for Baghdad within 
days and envoys would be dis- 
patched to Washington after- 
wards. But they (fid not come up 
with a formal peace plan to put 
forwar d. 

“It is possible feat through 
dialogue in Baghdad... a solution 
will be found,” Yugoslav Foreign 

U i fwte r lythwir LOBCST told a 

news conference. 


King calls on U.N. to order 
ceasefire, send mission to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King 
Hussein has expressed sadness, out- 
rage and shock over Wednesday’s 
alhed air attack which killed over 500 
people at a civilian bomb shelter in 
WngMnrf and urged the U.N. Security 
Council president to call for a im- 
mediate ceasefire in the Gulf war and 
send a fact-finding mission to Iraq. 

The King, in a message sent to the 
council president, said: 

*T am moved by a deep sense of 
sadness, outrage and shock, emotions 
due are shared by hundreds of mil- 
lions of people throughout the Mua- 
! fim World, and indeed by all those 
< who still retain belief that the sanctity 
of human life is worth respecting, to 
write to you ou this ominous day on 
which another flagrant and callous 
violation of h umanitar ian law was 
committed against the civilian 
population of Iraq. 


“The bombardment of a emtian 
shelter in Baghdad, resulting in the 
death of so many innocents is a tragic 
reminder that Security Council Re- 
solution 078, in terpreted by some as 
“carte blanche" to wage a war of 
systematic de s t ru ct i on n piwt Iraq, is 
a case of authority without accounta- 
bility. May I suggest to Your Excel- 
lency that die council cannot abtficate 
legal and moral responsibility in die 
face of this complete disregard of the 
rules of proprtionabty nor in tbe face 
of this callotis disregard for hmrwm 
fife. 

“It was m die feint hope that sanity 
may a «H*wd and h u m ani t y may 
yet prevail that I warned in my speed] 
on the 6th of February against tbe 
potential destructiveness unleashed 
ag ains t the people of Iraq. I advo- 
cated peace and dialogue as alterna- 
tives to war and destruction. Furth- 


ermore. I fear that inaction by the 
Security Council would be ominously 
reminiscent of the failure by the 
council of the League of Nations to 
restrain Italy in its attempts to subdue 
Abywnla. 

“It would be doubly tragic if, in 
what is supposedly a collective secur- 
ity action authorised by die Charter 
of the United Nations against Iraq, a 
founding member of the United Na- 
tions, all the rules relating to the 
protection of dvflrans in armed con- 
flict which are applicable in inter- 
state fighting were to be abandoned.' 

“It is with these considerations in 
mind dial I impress upon Your Excel- 
lency the need to ensure that the 
p res e nt military action is not in viola- 
tion of humanitarian law and to that 
end, caO for an immediate cessation 
of hostilities and for a fact-finding 
mission to proceed to Baghdad.’ 


Kuwait’s no- compromise stand led 
to invasion, document indicates 


By AhdnBah Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Explicit, written instructions by the 
emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Ai Ahmad AI Sabah, 
not to make concession to Iraq over their border 
and economic dispates were apparently behind fee 
failure of last-minute talks between Iraqi Vio- 
President Izzat Ibrahim and Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
Saad AI AbdaHuh AI Sabah in Jeddah ou July 31, 
which subsequently led to fee Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

Not enough, light has so far been shed on fee 
Jeddah meeting, which was supposed to be a 
last-ditch effort to work out a solution for the 
problems between Iraq and Kuwait feat ultimately 
led to fee eruption of the Gulf war on Jan. 17. 

In a hand-written document, a copy of which has 
been obtained by the Jordan Times, Sheikh Jaber 
instructed Grown Prince and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad not to give in to any Iraqi claims. “We 
are stronger than they think,” the emir wrote to his 
crown prince and prime minister on July 31. 

The talk* between tbe Iraqis and Kuwaitis 
started on July 31 but collapsed in only 24 hours, 
cm Aug. 1 with Iraq saying Kuwait was nnwilling to 
meet Its demands of borders re-de l ineation, com- 
pensation for Iraqi ml pumped by the Kuwaitis 
-from the Rumeila oilfield in southern Iraq. 

In the memorandum, written on the margin of a 
cable from King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, the emir 
tells Sheikh Sa’ad not to listen to Iraqi or Saudi 
talk of Arab brotherhood and Arab solidarity. 

He said each (Iraq and Saudi Arabia) had its 
interests. “The Sancfis want to weaken ns and to 
-exploit our concessions to the Iraqis so that they 
could force us to make similar concessions in the 
future over the neutral zone, and tbe Iraqis want ns 
to compensate them for their war (with Iran),” the 
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emir wrote. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Conservative Soviet generals 
denounce allied attacks on Iraq 


MOSCOW (R) — Tbe Commun- 
ist Party leadership of the Soviet 
Armed Forces Wednesday bitter- 
ly denounced the U.S.-led cam- 
paign against Iraq, and said fee 
real goal was the extermination 
of drilians and the destruction of 
Moscow’s former ally. 

Senior officials in the armed 
forces’ ntiUtiy-potitical adminis- 
tration, among the most hardline 
elements in Soviet society, com- 
pared allied attacks on Iraq with 

what they called persecution of 
Soviet sotiders in the rebel Baltic 
republics. 

And they warned that only 
continued communist control of 
the militar y could guarantee the 
defence of tbe Soviet Union and 
preserve its vital interests. 

Their comments, presented at 
a news conference, gave some 
insight into tbe conservative 
pressures now facing President 
Mikhail Gorincbev on domestic 
and foreign policy, particularly 
suppor t for fee U-S.-kd cam- 
paign against Iraq. 


“War is a serious matter, espe- 
cially when we see the annihila- 
tion of people, fee destruction of 
civilian targets. Many questions 
arise,” said General Boris 
Gohshev, of the political depart- 
ment of the KGB (security 
police) troops. 

“Is this really a war to protect 
the sovereignty of Kuwait? And 
was it worth exterminating so 
many people to safeguard this 

sovereignty?” he asked, adding 
feat Soviet soldiers often com- 
pared the Gulf war to U.S. 
intervention in Latin America. 

Lieutenant-General Alexander 
Ovchinnikov, deputy head of the 
anned forces’ political admiiro- 
trafion, said tbe war was a misfor- . 

tune for all involved. 

“But as for inmating armihfla - 
tion of the peaceful population, 
we think that tbe most urgent and 

most energetic measures must be 
taken to end this aimed confect,” 
Gen. Ovchinnikov said. 

Moscow was for many years 
Iraq’s chief arms supplier and ties 


between fee Soviet and Iraqi 
militaxy are strong. 

Gen. Ovchinnikov compared 
tbe suffering of Iraqi enrihans 
wife that of Soviet servicemen in 
Lithuania, Latvia and Fatonia, 
where pro-independence govern- 
ments shun the troops as an 
occupying force. 

“I think fee fact that the Amer- 
icans bomb and leave homeless 
and without food peaceful 
citizens is as bad, as unnatural as 
(fee Lithuanian government)... 
leaving our servicemen without 
homes, without food, without 
kindergartens and schools.” 

The generals also stressed the 
vital role of fee Communist Party 
in the armed forces, and sug- 
gested that the civilian authorities 
tampered with feat relationship 
at their peril. 

"The communists in tbe armed 
forces carry out state policy, ” 
said fee KGB's Goh&bcv. “And a 
wise state will never reject an 
institution that projects its in- 
terests and protects tire people." 


30 Jordanians killed 
in allied air attack 
on bus in Kuwait 

by Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Thirty Jordanian 
civ ilian* were reported killed 
and 28 injured in a direct allied 
air attack on a Jordanian bus 
which was evacuating 54 Jorda- 
nians out of battie-torn Kuwait 
Saturday. The Jordanian gov- 
ernment has contacted its 
embassy in Baghdad to try and 
verify the reports and gather 
more information on the inci- 
dent. 

“We cannot confirm unless 
we receive an official response. 
We are dealing wife human 
beings and families, we have to 
be sure,” Information Minister 
Ibrahim Izzidme told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

He added that fee Foreign 
Ministry was contacting all 
possible channels to “be able 
to dete rmine fee extent of the 
incident.” The embassy in 
Baghdad, he said, “will try to 
check wife hospitals to see if 
there are any wounded Jorda- 
nians.” 

“So for we do not know fee 


extent of fee incident, we don't 
have names, so we will have to 
receive official verification,” 
fee minister said. 

Agencies quoted a “survi- 
vor” of fee bus attack as saying 
feat 54 people who had banded 
together to flee fee war in 
Kuwait were aboard the bus 
when the planes attacked it 
Saturday. 

“We heard the planes come 
and they dropped bombs. One 
fell in front, one hit the bus 
and one fell behind,” the survi- 
vor said. “We started running 
out and then another missile 
struck the middle of the bus 
and 30 people, including four 
children, were burned to 
death. 

A senior Jor danian official, 
who preferred anonymity, told 
tiie Jordan Times that until 
Wednesday noon, the govern- 
ment had only received a single 


(Continued on page 5) 


Syria ready to recognise 
Israel, Genscher reports 


DAMASCUS (AP) — German 
. Foreign Minister Hans-Dietricfa 
Genscher said Wednesday that 
Syria is ready to recognise Israel's 
right to exist as part of a compre- 
hensive Middle East peace order 
feat would follow the Gulf war. 

The Syrian side is aware that 
fee right of seff-detennination for 
fee Palestinians would mean that 
“Israel's right to exist is recog- 
nised and secured,” Mr. Gens- 
cher told reporters at a briefing 
ater more than two hours of talks 
with Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq AI Sharaa. 

The Syrians said the territorial 
integrity of Iraq had to be a firm 
part of the post-war order in tiie 
area, Mr. Genscher said. 

Mr. Genscher said the Syrians 
held a “constructive view” on fee 
future Middle East peace order. 
He said the Syrians wasted to 
play a major role in the process, 
and also expected Germany to 


make its own contribution. 

It could not immediately be 
determined if fee recognition sig- 
nalled part of a deal involving 
Syria's paiticrpatioa in tbe anti- 
Iraq Gulf alliance. 

There has been widespread 
speculation that Syria would ex- 
tract some sort of guarantees 
resulting from its pact with the 

West. Damascus also certainly 
would insist on a return of the 
Golan Heights, taken by Israel in 
1967 in one of four wars between 
the two countries since the end of 
World War IL 

The 1,176 square kilometre 
plateau was “annexed” by Israel 
in 1981. 

Mr. Genscher and Chinese De- 
puty Foreign Minister Yang 
Fuchang arrived in Damascus 
Wednesday for Gulf talks with 
Syrian officials. 

Mr. Yang also has to meet with 
Mr. Sharaa. 


Libya and Turkey discuss 
Gulf security with Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi and Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurt- 
cebe Alptemoctn discussed Gulf 
security arrangements with Egyp- 
tian leaders Wednesday ahead of 
a key Arab meeting to lay found- 
ations of the post-Gulf war era. 

Colonel Qadhafi, who conde- 
mned the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait but also opposes tiie pre- 
sence of U.S. and allied troops 
fighting to drive Baghdad out, 
met President Hosni Mubarak for 
the first time since the war began 
on Jan. 17. 

Libya does not have troops in 
tbe Gulf force and has not been 
invited to attend Friday’s session 
of foreign ministers of six Gulf 
Arab states, and Egypt and Syria 
to discuss proposals for a perma- 
nent Arab. Golf security force. 

Turkey, a non-Arab neighbour 
of Iraq, has also not been invited. 
But Mr. Alptemocin said Ankara 
and Cairo shared the same under- 
standing of the Gulf crisis and at 
post-war security. 

“Whenever Turkey will be 

needed, Turkey win be ready to 
be with the neighbouring coun- 
tries and Turkey will join any 
organisation to establish peace 
and stability in the region,” he 
said after giving Mr. Mubarak a 
message from President Turgot 

OzaL ^ 

Morocco, which has 1,300 
troops in fee Gulf fame, has 
turned down an invitation to 
attend the two-day Cairo confer- 
ence, a senior Western diplomat 


said. 

Egyptian officials declined to 
say if Rabat had officially re- 
fused, but one said: “I doubt they 
wfll attend.” 

King Hassan has faced massive 
public opposition to tiie war as 
support for Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein has swept former 
French colonies across North 
Africa. 

“The Moroccans are paying Up 
service to both sides, to their 
Maghreb union and to Saudi Ara- 
bia,” the Egyptian official said. 

Arab officials said the Cairo 
conference would also discuss a 
Gulf fond to ensure a more equit- 
able sharing of Arab oil wealth 
among allied Arab states and 
ways to advance the Palestinian 
cause in peace talks with Israel 
immediately after tbe war. 

A senior Western diplomat 
said the meeting would take “the 
first formal, institutionalised step 
towards post-war security.” 

Officials said Col. Qadhafi 
would stay in Cairo for one or 

two nights. 

The Libyan leader and several 
other Arab leaders have voiced 
conce rn at the destruction of 
Iraq’s militaxy and civilian infras- 
tructure. 

Asked whether allied bombing 
exceeded a U.N. Security Conn- 
ed mandate to force Iraq out of 
Kuwait, Mr. Mubarak said: 

“How can I know if there are 
violations or not? Do you know 
the troth?” 
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I raq war 
experience 
paying off 

RIYADH (AP) — ■ Iraqi forces in 
Kuwait still have serviceable 
military communications and 
supply links despite round-the- 
clock allied bombing, U.S. milit- 
ary officials said Wednesday. 

In hundreds of missions, allied 
bombers have concentrated on 
severing supply lines — roads, 
bridges and rails — and disabling 
communication links between 
frontline units and the rear. 

But the U.S. officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
Iraq has managed to rig up 
makeshift systems to move sup- 
plies and communicate. 

However, they mainly link Ira- 
qi units deployed within Kuwait 
and lack central direction from 
Baghdad, the officials contended. 

“They're managing to patch it 
all together, and they have lost 
major links, although some may 
be left." said one of the officials. 

One official said some Iraqi 
commanders may be able to com- 
municate with one another, but 
said coordinating a major attack 
would be “very difficult” for the 
Iraqis. 

The main strategy of U.S. 
forces in the past 10 days has 
been to isolate the battlefield in 
Kuwait in preparation for an ex- 
pected ground assault. 

U.S. officials have said the flow 
of supplies from Iraq into the 
Kuwaiti theatre of operations — 
southern Iraq and Kuwait — has 
been cot by as modi as 90 per cent 
However, the dug-in forces in the 
area are still able to move about 
half their supplies, the officials 
said. 

They said the main Iraqi supply 
priority was ammunition. The 
estimated 500,000 Iraqi troops 
entrenched in the Kuwaiti desert 
are “probably in pretty good 
shape” for ammunition despite 
indications allied bombs have 
struck munitions or fuel storage 
dumps, one official said. 

The officials said information 
gleaned from Iraqi prisoners indi- 
cates a “somewhat spotty" supply 
situation. The units deployed 
farthest south towards the Saudi 
border — considered the weaker 
troops — are suffering most from 
shortages of food and other 
items,- they -asserted. 

..The taettec troops in-tire 1 rear, 
including the Republican puards, 
appear to have morejsfficient 
supply systems that reflected bet- 
ter leadership and organisation, 
the officials said. 

They said Iraq’s experience 
during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq was 
paying oft * 

“They are still able to flow 
some (traffic) around the battle- 
field, and they are always trying 
to trick us,” one official said. He 
cited jthe Iraqis' ability to move 
long-range Scud-type missiles 
into position for roughly coordin- 
ated firing on targets in Israel and 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Iraqis, the official said, 
make extensive use of limited- 
range technology to piece 
together a communications net- 
work. But the communications 
are not secure. 

“Every time he transmits, he's 
caking a risk." said one official. 
Other officials said allied moni- 
tors Jisien to virtually every mes- 
sage the Iraqis transmit. 

‘Ramadan do deadline* 

Kuwait’s ambassador to Ger- 
many said Wednesday there was 
no reason to halt Gulf war fight- 
ing when the Islamic fasting 
month of Ramadan starts in mitt 
March. 

Khalid AJ Babtin told a news 
conference the multinational 
forces did not face a religious 
deadline. 

“Do not believe the allied 
forces could come under time 
pressure because of the Ramadan 
month or the pilgrimage season 
soon after for the simple reason 
that the fight can certainly be 
continued through Ramadan," be 
said. 

“The month of Ramadan does 
not prohibit fighting dur- 
ing that month," Mr. Babtin said, 
speaking through an interpreter. 


Li: Time not yet right for 
peaceful Gulf solution 


BEJJ1NG (Agencies) — Chi- 
na’s Li Peng believes the time is 
not yet right for a peaceful solu- 
tion to the Gulf war, but be 
welcomes the efforts towaids 
peace now being made. 

“Li said that because of the 
differing attitudes of countries 
involved in the war, the time is 
not right for acquiring a peaceful 
settlement to the Gulf crisis,” the 
official New China News Agency 
reported late Tuesday. 

“At a time when the war is on 
the verge of expansion and 
escalation. China welcomes the 
calls for peace and mediation 
which are being made by an 
increasing number of countries 
and international organisation.” 
the agency quoted Li as telling 
Faro uk Kaddoumi, head of the 
political department of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

The agency said Mr. Li be- 
lieved continuing effort “might 
create conditions resulting in a 
peaceful solution to the crisis.” 

China sent Monday a vice fore- 
ign minister as a special envoy to 
Syria, Turkey and Iran to try to 
find a peaceful solution to the 
Gulf conflict. 

Although it is firmly opposed 
to Iraq's annexation of Kuwait. 
China has repeatedly expressed 
its concern about the war and its 
desire for restraint and a peaceful 
solution. 


China was the only permanent 
member of the U.N. Security 
Council to abstain from the re- 
solution authorising force to evict 
Iraq from Kuwait, but voted with 
the other four — the United 
States. Britain France and the 
Soviet Union — in favour or 
earlier resolution; on the Gulf 
crisis. 

China officials Have not said if 
Vice-Foriegn Minister Yang 
Fuchang is bringing a specific 
peace proposal with him. 

The Foreign Ministry also said 
Mr. Yang would travel to Yugos- 
lavia, but did not say if the trip 
was in connection with a meeting 
Tuesday in Belgrade by non- 
aligned countries discussing the 
Gulf crisis. 

After war broke out. China 
distanced itself from the alliance 
members and has urged an end to 
the fighting. 

Western diplomats say China 
does not want to risk damaging its 
friendly ties with Arab and Mus- 
lim nations over a dispute where 
it has no vital interest at stake. 

The New China News Agency 
said Li reiterated China's support 
for the PLO. 

“The Palestine issue represents 
the core of the Middle East issue 
and China will, as always, stand 
for a fair and reasonable settle- 
ment of the Palestinian issue 
through negotiation,” it quoted 
Mr. Li as saying. 



Sheikh Saad calls for 
end to bickering 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — 
Kuwait’s crown prince and prime 
minister issued 8 plea for unity 
Tuesday, calling on the faction- 
ridden exile community to stop 
squabbling, band together and 
liberate Kuwait 

‘Today is the day of struggle," 
Sheikh Saad Abdullah AI Sabah 
said. “No voice is louder than the 
voice of battle; no call should be 
there but the call for the Iibertion 
of Kuwait" 

The crown prince appeared to 
chide bod] conservative and pro- 
democracy factions of the exited 
community, recently wracked by 
-Tdifferenccsrover the future of the 
oil-rich country.- - 

While he scolded activists for 
^tapping .a meeting to. discuss 
ways to challenge the ruling fami- 
ly, Sheikh Saad also promised “to 
adhere to die 1962 constitution,” 
a key opposition demand. 

“Let all know that the libera- 
tion of Kuwait will be achieved by 
national unity,” Sheikh Saad 
said, ‘with fighting and not 
words, with aims and not mic- 
rophones, with battles and not 
symposiums.” 

He also appeared to take aim 
at conservative members of the 
toppled government who have 
; lobbied against reforming tbe rul- 
ing family, which has led Kuwait 
since 1759. 

“Our commitment to popular 
participation is a firm pledge on 
which there is no return,” he said 
in a statement carried fay KUNA 
the news agency of tbe ousted 
gover nm ent. 

Tbe prime minister’s state me nt 
followed the announcement 
Monday that tbe ruling family 
bad dismissed an opposition de- 
mand for the immediate return of 
tbe parliament it dissolved in 
1986 if, and when, Iraq is driven 
from Kuwait. 

Tbe toppled government also 
denied activists’ requests for 
speedy elections. 

Sheikh Saad’s statement made 
no mention of tbe national assem- 
bly or elections. 

A Western diplomat who fol- 
lows relations between the top- 
pled regime and the opposition 
described Sheikh Saad’s state- 
ment as “peace pipe to the 
opposition.” 

Previous statements on the 
squabbles have been made by 
Minister of Information Bader AJ 
Yacoub, a relatively low-ranking 
figure- The foot that Sheikh Saad, 
next in line for the throne, 
weighed in was a sign that foe 


ruling family is taking foe prob- 
lems seriously, foe diplomat said. 

Disintegration of tbe coalition 
could threaten Kuwait’s recon- 
struction and the country could 
again face political turmoil, a 
prospect with implications for tbe 
whole region. 

At a conference in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia in October, opposi- 
tion figures and the ruling family 
shelved their longterm disagree- 
ments and agreed to work for tbe 
liberation of Kuwait under the 
leadership of the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber AI Ahmad Al Sabah. 

Now opposition figures say 
they feel coed by the ruling family 
in its attempts to gain legitimacy 
in the eyes of Kuwaitis abroad 
and those who remain wtwte 

The main disagreement be- 
tween tiie two parties concerns 
Kuwait’s 1962 c o nstitu t i on. 

Opposition leaders say the top- 
pled regime had formed a spedal 
“security committee" that will set 
up a martial law gov ernm ent to 
preside over Kuwait's reconstruc- 
tion. 

Thai, they say, violates Article 
181 of tiie constit u tion which 
mandates that parliament con- 
tinues during martial law. 

Opposition leaders say they 
fear the rating family win use 
martial law to cement its control 
of the state. 

*• The rating family denies it has 
plans to monopolise state power, 
a platform reflected in Sheikh 
Saad’s statement Tuesday. 

The rating family dissolved the 
national assembly and slapped 
restrictions on Kuwait’s press in 
1986 after a state of pro-Inman 
bombings and an aborted attempt 
on the emir’s life. 

The national assembly bad 
been tiie only freely elected body 
in tbe Gulf region. 

Obviously most Kuwaitis 
appear to take h for granted that 
they would go back to “liber- 
ated” Kuwait. 

Mr. Yacoub in an interview 
with Reuters this week ruled oat 
plans to recall foe dissolved par- 
liament and said early elections 
would be impossible in “liber- 
ated” Kuwait. 

The diplomats said tins was 
understandable in view of the 
massive security problems and 
issues which most be tackled by 
post-occupation authorities. 

They said martial law, which 
Mr. Yacoub said might be im- 
posed for a period, could save 
Kuwait from possible lawless- 
ness. 


Gunmen 
rob ship 
in Gulf 

DUBAI (R) — Two masked gun- 
men boarded a Danish freighter 
which had previously unloaded 
military cargo in Saudi Arabia 
and stole cash and papers, die 
captain said Wednesday. 

Tm a bit shaky but otherwise 
Pm okay . Suddenly I was look- 
ing into the barrel of a 
machznegtm,’ said Henri 

Staerke Hansen, master of tbe 
1,557-tonne Arktis Sun, who was 
handcuffed to foe wheel by tbe 
black-clothed, red-masked men. 

The D anish master told Reu- 
ters from Dubai port that one of 
the men spoke and used accented 
English. His skin was dark, but 
he could not be sure of their 
ori ginal lan guage . 

He said he had no idea how tbe 
gunmen had boarded his ship. 

“In the middle of hundreds of 
warships and helicopters and all 
that. Goddam, everyone told me 
it was safe,” said Captain Han- 
sen, commenting on foe huge 
U.S.-led military presence in the 
Gulf. 

The gunmen surprised tbe cap- 
tain in his' fekajrom 
bridge, took £_s<?|ed lette£fraav 
his government to open in event- 
of war, all Tiargp.papera, and-.- 
some NATO documents giving 
war instructions, which many 
ships cany. 

“You don’t need to attack a 
ship to get hold of these NATO 
papers. They are unclassified," 
said a Gulf shipping manager. 

Capt. Hansen said his ship bad 
unloaded an unspecified military 
cargo for the British ministry of 
defence at tbe Saudi port of 
Jobafl. "Nasty stuff. I was glad to 
get it off," he said. 

Tbe captain said he radioed for 
help as soon as he got free and 
was answered by an American 
tanker. Rover, and a warship, 
one of dozens in the strategic 
waterway taking part in allied 
operations. 

He said the men had boarded, 
apparently undetected by the 
eight-strong crew, while tiie ynafi 
ship was stopped on Tuesday 
evening due to engine trouble 
about SO kilometres northwest of 
Abu Dhabi, in the UAE said be 
did not see them board, or dis- 
embark. 

“They looked very profession- 
al. I think they knew exactly what 
they wanted." he said. 

A U.S. military spokesman at 
the joint military command in 
Saudi Arabia said Wednesday the 
was unaware of the incident. 

Capt Hansen said he had not 
yet been approached by any au- 
thorities to investigate the attack, 
but the unidentified warship 
which replied to his distress signal 
said it would pass the information 
on. 

There have been no attacks on 
ships in the central Gulf since the 
August, 2988, ceasefire in tbe 
Gulf war between Iraq and Iran 
when Iranian gunboats, crewed 
by Revolutionary Guards, staged 
lightning raids against merchant 
vessels. 


U.S. conservatives want 
CNN out of Baghdad 


WASHINGTON (R) — A coali- 
tion of conservative U.S. groups 
said Tuesday they were working 
to get Cable News Network 
(CNN) and its correspondent, Pe- 
ter Arnett, removed from Iraq, 
saying the network was a prop- 
agandist for Baghdad. 

At a news conference, repre- 
sentatives of the groups led by 
media critic Reed Irvine said they 
had written President George 
Bush asking him to cancel a 
government exemption that 
helped CNN get round U.N. 
sanctions and operate in Iraq. 

A spokeswoman for CNN said 
the network would have no direct 
comment on the group’s critic- 
ism. 

But the network released' a 
statement from CNN Executive 
Vice-President Ed Turner that 
said “at no time has the network 
misrepresented” the fact that 
CNN broadcasts from Baghdad 
are subject to Iraqi censorship. 

“Arnett and CNN are there so 
all over viewers can be there, as 
imperfect, restricted and danger- 
ous as the conditions are,” Mr. 
Turner said. 

Mr. Irvine, head of thejron- 
.'servative group^ A^curacy^Jn, 
r-Mcdia^ and-- the- other: groups 

nfoaiged lraq ted '“sua»ede(Fihi 
manipulating Pfeifer Arnett and] 
his crew” to aid its cause in the 
Gulf war. 

Mr. Arnett has been operating 
in Baghdad under strict Iraqi 
censorship and travel restrictions. 
A New Zealander, Mr. Arnett is 
an experienced correspondent 
who won the Pulitzer prize while 


reporting for the Associated 
Press during the Vietnam war. 

Mr. Irvine called him “an un- 
paid propagandist” and com- 
pared him to William Joyce, a 
British citizen known as “Lord 
Haw Haw” who was a paid 
broadcaster for Hitler, and Iva 
Toguri, an American who broad- 
cast for tbe Japanese under the 
name “Tokyo Rose” during 
World War II. 

After the war, Mr. Joyce was 
found guilty of Treason and 
hanged by the British and Mr. 
Toguri was sentenced to prison 
by the Americans, but Mr. Irvine 
said he was not suggesting that 
Mr. Arnett suffer similar fates. 

Although Mr. Arnett is not the 
only correspondent in Baghdad 
and CNN is not the only news 
operation there, tbe group said 
their focus now was on CNN and 
Mr. Arnett, whom they also criti- 
cised for his reporting during the 
Vietnam war. 

“We’re still investigating Peter 
Arnett's record in Vietnam,” said 
Mr. Irvine. 

Mr. Irvine said be believed that 
no one should be reporting from 
Baghdad for an American orga- 
nisation. „ .. 

“If they were norhelprog-the* 
enemy, the enemy would not 
permrt_thern to.be there,” Irvine 
said. 

Mr. Arnett and CNN have 
been under attack from several 
quarters, including from Republi- 
can Senator Alan Simpson of 
Wyoming who accused Mr. 
Arnett of being an Iraqi “sym- 
pathiser.” 


American churches support 
conscientious war objectors 


By Michael Perry 
Renter 

CANBERRA — American reli- 
gious leaders called Wednesday 
for churches across the United 
States to give sanctuary to mem- 
bers of the armed forces who 
wished to become conscientious 
objectors to the Gulf war. 

“Let our churches offer sup- 
port and assistance to conscien- 
tious objectors who are refu sin g 
military service for reasons of 
faith and conscience," the 
National Council of Churches of 
the Umtd States said in a state- 
ment issued here at tbe World 
Council of Churches seventh 
assembly and in New York. 

Bishop Melvin Talbert of the 
United Methodist Church told a 
news c onferen ce a number of 
churches were considering giving 
sanctuary to consci en tious objec- 
tors. 

“We have people who are not 
conscientious objectors in the 
strict setae of the word, but they 
object to this war. They do not 
believe it is a just war and they 
bare decided not to go to war,” 
Bishop Talbert said. 

“We encourage people that if 
that is where they are, then they 
should be committed and the 
church should give -them sup- 


port.” 

Bishop Talbert said foe num- 
ber of Americans refusing to go 
to war would rise once a ground 
offensive started and casualties 
rose. He said he (fid not know 
whether the U.S. gover nm ent 
would honour the sanctity of chur- 
ches p ro tecting objectors. 

“During the fighting in El 
Salvador churches gave sanctuary 
to people in the c oun t ry and the 
gove r n m e n t did not invade those 
churches, but I don’t know what 
will happen this time." 

The National Council also cal- 
led for an anti-war move m e n t 
srmibir to that winch existed dur- 
ing the Vietnam war to put press- 
ure on politicians to end the Gulf 
conflict 

“The Vietnam war period, the 
civil rights period led by Martin 
Luther King, are pieces of our 
history and show that foe church 
can speak words that are picked 
up by many people and become a 
strong political movement,” tbe 
Reverend Joan Campbell, 
general-secretary of foe National 
Council, told the confe r e n ce. 

“I am a mother of a politician 
and I am aware that politicians 
pay a tt e n ti on to what foe public 
say. We hare to build a grassroots 
movement which will eventually 
turn policy around.” 


Hawk afr defence missfles and 600 airmen to protect two afr ba ses 

m NATO-member Turkey from possible Iraqi attack. Shipment 
was delayed because Bonn did not hare a large enough plane. The 
government chartered a Soviet Antonov-124 cargo plane butt* 
crew refused last Friday to fly to Turkey. Bonn blame d foe 
^rWnn on pniiriewi i n t e rv en tion by Moscow. Germany, barred 
by its from sending forces outside the NATO area, 

already has 18 Alpha jetaand 200 airmen at Turkey’s Erhac base. 

Britain aeeka Iranian help over hostages 

LONDON (R) — Britain has urged Iran to step up its efforts to 
-free British ho s ta ge* in Lebanon and to review the case, of British 
businessman Roger Cooper, jailed by Tehran on espionage 
charges. The request was made daring a meeting between Foreign 
Office 'M iw t s iwr Douglas Hogg and Iranian Charge d’ Affaires 
R ha maeddin Khareqam in London Tuesday. Hie Foreign Office 
rifffrriW the tali™ u “useful, ” and said Mr. Khareqam had 
p r wn ww i that Tran would c ont in ue its efforts to trace hostages in 
Lebanon, including tiie three m ™' n B Britons — journalist Jofc? 
McCarthy; Church of England envoy Terry Waite, and former 
fi ghtw pflot Jackie Mann . Mr. Khareqam also raised the subject 
of Iranians held in Le banon . Britain and Iran res to red diplomatic 
relations l«t year after a break of 18 months over the pub- cation 
of tiie novel “Tbe Satanic Verses” by British writer Salman 
Rushdie. Tehran regards the book as blasphemous to Islam and ' 
has urged Mnslinis to kill Mr. Rushdie for writing it. 

Berlin may deport Arabs .g 

BERLIN (R) — Berlin authorities want to deport some Afof?^ 
residents wad have curbed the m ove me n ts of others, in respond-. - 
to Iraqi calls for violence against Gulf alliance nations, a semratV 
city official said Tuesday. Dieter Hcckchnaim, interior senattfr 
(minister) in Germany’s hugest dty, told a news conference that 
some Arab residents had been harmed from political activity and 
told to report regularly to police. He gave no of 

deportation p rocedu re s. A student council spokesman at Berlin’s 
technical univer si ty sakl he knew of five Arab students who were ' 
affected. “It is feared, or cannot be ruled out,” Mr. Heckdmann 
said. • — r „ 7 .4 

Onsets guldelln^fo^lr^l^oj^ri^ 

’ WASHINGTON (AP) — The treasury department said Tuesday 
that people holing Nocked Iraqi property or wishing to assert 
daim against the Baghdad governme n t must file reports with the 
U.S. treasury by next month. The department’s office of foreign 
assets control raid tbe information is needed to monitor com- 
pliance with the freeze that President George Bush imposed on all 
Iraqi property and assets in the United States immediately after 
the Aug. 2 invashm of KnwaiL The reports on claims against the 
Iraqi government must be submitted by March 1, although these 
reports will not cons t i t u t e tiie formal filing of a dahw^ for 
co mp e ns a ti on. 

Israel protests over Japanese cut 

TOKYO (R) — Japan rejected suggestions by Israel Wednesday 
that it had singled out the Jewish state for a two-week ent in mail . 
and banking services after the start of the Gulf war. Postal y 
servkra were cm to Israel and eight other countries m the Middle 
East from Jan. 17 because driUan air Sights to them were 
suspended, a Foreign Ministry official said. As a result, 
could not send letters of credit or other business documents. It 
took nntQ Feb. 1 for Japan’s Ministry of Posts and Telecom- 
munications to arrange a regnlar alternative route, using Japanese * 
carriers to European cities, from where- mail was transferred to'-' 
the Israeli airline El Al, the official said. A spokesman at the - - 
Israeli embassy said Israel's business community had been V 
enraged by the refusal of Japanese banks to issue letters of credit 
after the war started. 

Office of Afghan relief group attacked » 

PESHAWAR (AP) — A hand grenade was tossed into the walled f 
compound of a British-run Afghan relief organisation, 
minor damage but no injuries, officials said Wednesday. The _ 
attack took place late Tuesday after the office of Afjghan Aid 
D.K. had. closed, officials said. No one daimed responsibility for ' 
the attack, but police said the incident may be linked to tiie Gulf 
war. Afghan Aid U.K. is one of more than 150 relief orsamsa- 
tions headquartered in Peshawar to bplp the 3.8 msm^n Afghan 
refugees who fled neighbouring Afghanistan after the 1979 Soviet 
invasion. 

/.Kuwaiti team meets with Castro in Havana 

Kowaiti met with 

***> yiaited fcttenm Foreign 
m Havana ’ Cuban newsagoKy 

* 8ency Kuwaiti hfinisterof 

M S*™ 1 ™ delivered a message 
^ Ahmad AI Sabah, the^of 
Kuwait, but did not divulge its contents. 
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^ speakers focus on Gulf war dangers 

J^xfoir, gases to global environment 



Symposium points to U.S. 
j§«s world’s top pollutant 


-«v^ 

; >J5AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 

V ^ States, which is leading the devas- 

V war on Iraq at present, is . 
.^ihc worid n nmh er one industrial 


■, pollutant of the env ironm ent and 
^ estimated to be responsible for 
' ^££0 per cent of the total danger 
resulting from dumping industrial 
waste, according to the dwhum 
of the Jordanian Society for the 
Protection of the E n v iron ment 
C^ykom Pollution. 


; ^ As wdl as the great danger 
2 -, America continues to cause to the 
i — f wodd by dnrnprng its waste in 
< ^ Latin America and African coun- 

^ ecu l_i a - 


^ « uiuu nuKiM anu miwan cram- 

tries through bribery and in- 
^ tamdathm, it is now involved in a 
I’^iiwar that does not only cause the 
b, death of thousands of people bat 
aggravating the dkterioratmg 
-5: i environmental situation by cans- 
CL ngpottntiontD the world’s water, 
^ ? coQ and air, Ahmad Obeidat said 
^ % at the opening of a symposium on 
l>7! ^ fedangtosof tbeGulfwar to the 
■ world’s environment 
^ Should the Gulf war continue, 
■Obeidat said, hundreds of 
t h o usa nds of people wiD lose 
their fives either directly from the 
: s war or through the polluted en- 
***• vinmment that is bound to affect 
^ the coming generations and their 
sir, water and soil. 
r -^: F ur thermore, the war on the 

r ~rr Arab and Islamic Nation is 

- poisoning inter-human relations 

— c ; around the worid and sowing 

seeds of hatred for the fa t u re wi th 
most detrimental consequences, 
Obeidat noted in his address to 
r?. die symposium held at the Rpyal 
i , Cultural Centre in Amman. 

-vif The world’s major powers 
ongfrt to regard die worid as a 
whole integrated body and deal 
with the natural resources as 
being of concern and benefit to 
the whole human family, and 
ought to reduce their military 
«pa«<ing which tends to destroy 
^ man’s natural resources, Obeidat 
_ * said. 


i According to Obeidat, half a 
million scientists are now in- 
volved in research work designed 
to improve arms «ut fna« des- 
truction weapons on which bB- 
Eons of dollars are being 
far more than allocated for 
improving the quality of human 
health, or increasing agricultural 
production, finding alternative 
sources of energy and Aaimg 
with pollution. 

While nearly $1,000 trillion is 
spent annually on the militar y, 
the worid — mostly the poor 
countries — co nt i nu es to suffer 
from lack of dean potable water 
winch, according to statistics, is 
responsible for 80 per cent of 
diseases, Obeidat noted. 

Obeidat warned against the rue 
of nuclear, bactereological or 
chemical weapons in the Gtrif war 
as such- a move, be said, can be 
c a tastrophic to mankind at large. 

Obeidat urged the major pow- 
ers of the world to reconsider 
their policies and to stop the 
trend of t ran s formi ng the East- 
- West cold war into a devastating 
war for die Third Worid coun- 
tries, and to stop the devastating 
war in the Golf. 

Dr. Abdullah Totdcan Presi- 
dent of the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology pre- 
sented a working paper to the 
meeting which outlined the dan- 
ger inherent in waging a war in an 
area which, be says, contains 90 
billion barrels of ofl. 

Noting that many of the oil 
fields are' now ablaze, Toukan 
said that the burning of three 
nriQion bands of oil on a daily 
basis will create a poisonous 
atmosphere during a period of 30 
days covering nearly five million 
square kflomecres, equivalent to 
half the area of the United States. 

The poisonous gases and fumes 
do not only affect the world’s 
■fannKphera with regard to sun- 


light, but would also cause 
permanent higlwr temperatures 
around the world for many years 
to come with detrimental con- 
sequences to plant, animal and 
human fife alike, Toukan noted. 

Since Kuwaiti oil mnhinw 3.4 
per cent sulphur and 0.14 per cent 
nitrogen, the burning of this ofl 
would result in the fall of add 
rain on the globe and a shortfall 
of oxygen and a rise in the levd of 
carbon dioxide in the world’s 
atmosphere, Toukan said. 

Dr. Ah Abanda, director of the 
Department of Meteorology, out- 
lined to the meeting the dangers 
that the Gulf war could cause to 
the general world climate. Aban- 
da presented to the meeting a set 
of satellite ph otograp hs dearly 
displaying the advene changes in 
the atmospheric layers since the 
start of the war last month and 
until today. 

Another scientist, Abdul Hay 
Zalloum, expressed deep concern 
over the catastropiric consequ- 
ences to the world economy in 
general after the potential re- 
serves of oil had been lost. He 
said burning the ofl m Kuwait 
could cause the depletion of oil 
not only in Kuwait but in other 
fields too and that the Maze in 
Kuwait may be almost impassible 
to put out. In his address, Zal- 
loum outlined the other dangers 
posed to the water in the Gulf 
due to the ofl slides, specially to 
the desalination and power gen- 
eration plants. 

According to latest reports 
from the Gulf, oil slicks were to 
blame for the shutting down of a 
water desalination plant at Jubail, 
and Saudi officials expressed 
doubt about the possibility of 
re-activating die plant. Reports 
said shutting Jubail, one uf the 
major plants in Saudi Arabia, 
could force the Kingdom to ra- 
tion water in the capital, Riyadh 
and other places. 


Sudanese medical team arrives, 
to head for Baghdad soonest 




By Oddi Odeh 

Special to the Jordan That* 

■ -y.urrf 

--r fj: AMMAN— A group of 13 doc- 
. r r' tors and male nurses from Sudan 
- =5* arrived here Wednesday as die 

: - first batch soon to head for Iraq 
- -r to offer medical treatment to 

— -zZ Iraqis injured in the bombing. 
" I, - nods. 

According to Dr. Hassan- 
Khnas, chairman of Arab Health 
Committee set up by the Arab 
3 Doctors Union (ADU) recently, 

- -"•-'1700 Sudanese doctors, special- 
.. ~. -.-Lisi-ta and nurses have offered to go 

• j c to hag and caiiy out h umani ta- 
."J^rrim missions in the hospitals 
" ;r .'1.-- -c there. 


Khreis, who welcomed the 
-'^'Sudanese group at the airport, 
■ s 2 -■ laid that arrangements will be 
. -x : immediately made for die group 
. r^veuben* de partu re for Bagh- 
^lad. 

He said that the Sudanese mn- 


L'- ion is a noble one and is 


paramount importance to the Ira- 
qi people sttffisring from con- 
tinued aggression by dm allied 
forces. 1 

One of die Sudanese doctors, 
AH A1 Tayyeb A1 Amin, said feat 
many of those offering to go to 
Iraq had vohmteered to work in 
Lebanon riming the 1982 Israeli 
invasion. 

The Sudanese people 
wholeheartedly support the Iraqi 
people and can bandy wait to 
offer help to those in need at dm 
crucial time, said A1 Amin. 

A1 Amin, who heads the 
Sudanese group, called on the 
Arab govern m ents to back the 
Iraqi leadership in its endeavour 
to fight off the allied invasion 
because be noted Iraq is defend- 
ing the whole Arab Nation. 

“The Sudanese doctors and 
nurses offered assistance to Egypt 
and Syria during the 1973 Arab- 
Israeh war, and are ready to offer 
any assistance to other Arabs 
anywhere,” AJ Amin stated. He 


said, “the fort that Sudanese doc- 
tors and nurses are now going to 
Iraq to offer assistance manifests 
Sudan's solidarity and support for 
the Iraqi people.** 

Khreis Tuesday welcomed a 
group of 32 Algerian male and 
female doctors and specialists 
who are also on their way to Iraq 
in accordance with a programme 
prepared by the Arab Health 
Co mmi ttee. One of dje Algerian 
doctors said that at least 300 
Algerian specialists and general 
practitioners have registered to 
go to Iraq carrying medical aid. 

Acconfing to Khreis, this is the 
second Algerian batch of doctors 
and nurses to be sent to Iraq, as 
the first batch left at the oubrcak 
of the conflict. He said that sever- 
al other medical teams from 
Algeria and Tunisia will be arriv- 
ing here in the coming few days 
for si m il ar missions. 

All the missions are carrying 
medicines and medical equip- 
ment needed by the Iraqi people. 




Oespite curbs, war reporters in 
Iraq tap mine of information 


■; j^raq tap u 

-** * 

•— By Berad Debnsmann 

,5-^J ' Reuter 

MMAN — Saadoun A1 Janabi 
Iraq’s Ministry of Information 
trouble reacting the screes of 
^ ^flifl^torrespondent’s computer m 
sh :-dark lobby of the A1 Rashid 

in Baghdad. “Hold your 
T j. ; »htight more steady, please, I 

see-" 

. .. -_s unrolling up the story, he came 
1 \i. _ paragraph that made him 

' ’ ^ sr- ?' wn - It said residents and offi- 
s 7-^ v »*- s had given conflicting figures 
~ ^avflian casualties caused by an 
— jd air attack on a bridge pack- 
with afternoon traffic in the 
^ city of Nasiriyah- 

. Ifou say here figures on the 

h tofl ranged from 47 to 180," 

, Janabi said. “And the way 
put it implies that you doubt 
higher figure. In that case, 
.not just say ‘at least 47'?’’ 
i;** iiat suggestion could have 

■■■ ? from an editor halfway 
d the world and few repor- 
ss* 3 ' Jwould have argued. 

■a.-**** jde by the jovial official in 

- - . te of screening English- 

age reports going out of 
-«*< .^c ' pattered Baghdad, it under- 

o-r ^ a wide between the 
fe perception of Iraqi in- 
^y. s'** . ‘.ition control and the reality 

m.-* * ground, 

rouf . .<gjng from the questions 


asked of reporters returning from 
the country, the outside percep- ' 
tion is: Confined to their hotel, 
correspondents are only taken 
out to see what the government 
wants them to see and hear only 
what the government wants them 
to hear from hand-picked 
dtizeas- 

If that was the intention, things 
are not working out that way. 
Despite the curbs, reporters — 
particularly those familiar with 
Iraq — can have access to a 
wealth of information, both offi- 
cial and unofficial. 

While unofficial information 
often cannot be reported, it helps 
balance a correspondent’s assess- 
ment of official news. 

Eleven days after the Iraqi 
government asked all but one 
Western correspondent to leave 
fee country, it allowed a group of 
16 to return Jan. 30. 

The ground rules they were 
given simple: No details on milit- 


ary ot strategic targets, no men- 
tion of military movements or 
locations, every report to be 
screened by a censor before send- 
ing it and monitored while send- 
ing it by an official listening to 
despatches being dictated. 

There was no doubt about the 
purpose of allowing reporters to 
return. 

The Government wanted them 
to report on civilian casualties 
and riamage as wave after wave of 
allied bombing attacks destroyed 
Iraq’s infrastructure and pushed 
the country back to the 19th 
century — without electricity, 
without telephones and with 
almost no motorised transport 

The only international com- 
munications links now function- 
ing in Iraq are satellite phones 
brought in by news organisations. 

The telephones are assembled 
every morning in the garden of 
rite AI Rashid bote! and locked 
away at rrigh^ 


Peace team plans sit-in 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Members of fee Guff Peace Team have invited 
the public to take part in a sit-in Friday to express solidarity wife 
rim victims erf the Gulf war. The team announced that ite members 
will be present Friday at a tent in front of the United Nations 
Develo p me n t P r o gra mme (UNDP) bonding, S hiM i HM from 9 
a m. tffi 6 pan. 


Iranian deputies 
express solidarity 
with Jordanians 
against Zionism, 
enemies of Islam 




AMMAN (J.T.) — The firet Ira- 
nian delegation to visit Jordan in 
11 years arrived here Wednesday 
and announced Iran’s solidarity ■ 
wife the Jordanian people in the 
face of the common enemies. 

Islam is the baric and most 
i m port an t factor which links the 
Jordanian and fee Iranian people 
and pits them in die same trench 
confronting the American- 
Zioufst onslaught directed against 
Islam and the Muslim people, 
said Mohammad Salamati, bead 
of the thre e man delegation dur- 
ing a meeting at pa r liam ent wife 
the Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad AI Laws and 
House members. 

The imperialist and Zionist 
forces seek to impose their 
do minati on on the Muslim world 
and its natural resources through 
the present Gulf war and under 


the pretext of liberating Kuwait 
from Iraqi occupation, Salamati 
said. 

Iran does not approve of Iraq’s 
takeover of K uwait , but this 
stand should not be exploited by 
our enemies as a pretext to en- 
sure their hegemony on the area, 
Salamti added. 

Had there been no problem 
over Kuwait, fee U.S.-Ziomst 
enemies would have created 
another pretext to alunch then- 
attack and achieve their colonial 
expansionist aims in the region, 
Salamati pointed out. 

The head of the Iranian delega- 
tion expressed deep concern over 
Wash in gton’s continued drive to 
draw a wedge among the nations 
of the region. “America and its 
allies," he said, “aim to sow seeds 
of discord among the Mn&fims so 
that it can implement its aggres- 




WnCtMU: Upper Hook of 
Mwt Speaker Ahmad AI 
Lawzl ad ether H u n mem - 
btn (above) held talcs wife fee 


Iranian d dtpHu B who rim ex- 
chuged views with Abdul Latif 
AraMyal, speaker of the Lower 
Howe of Pa ri fomml (bdow). 



Food ship 
arrives at 
Aqaba 
after hectic 
journey 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A cargo ves- 
sel wife food supplies to Jordan 
that include 1,224 tonnes of dried 
mSk has docked at Aqaba port 
following delays and harassments 
by the allied warships in the Red 
Sea, Radi Ibrahim, the Ministry 
of Supply secretary general 
announced. 

He told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra that the vessel, 
Cotanagha, carried to Aqaba 126 
containers full of milk imported 
by the Ministry of Supply after a 
delay that lasted three weeks. 

The warships stopped the ves- 
sel at Jeddah port for a week 
before allowing its captain to 
resume his voyage towards 
Aqaba, but the American and 
French navies intercepted the 
ship w gwin at fee Tiran Straits and 
refused to allow it to proceed to 
Aqaba, ordering its captain to 
head for the Egyptian port of 
Suez to discharge the contents of 
fee containers for inspection, 
Ibrahim added. 

But according to Ibrahim, the 
Egyptian authorities apologised, 
asser t in g that they have no facili- 
ties for such operation, which 
prompted the captain to head for 
Port of Sudan whose authorities 
refused to unload the containers 
for inspection because they were 
imported by Jordan. 

Ibrahim said that the captain 
was then forced to bead for Tiran 
Straits where bis vessel was thor- 
oughly inspected and searched by 
the American and French war 
ships, a procedure followed by 
intensive contacts involving 
Jordanian officials who suc- 
ceeded in the end to get clearance 
for the ship to head for Aqaba. 

fa addition to the milk, the 
vessel carried 80 containers of 

food supplies imported by the 
Jordanian private sector, Ibrahim 
noted. 

Jordanian shipping agents ear- 
lier reported feat despite the Gulf 
war, the allied naval forces were 
maintaining their strict emb a rgo 
on goods bound for Jordan. 



Prince Hassan visits army division 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday visited the Third Armoured Division headquarters 
where he was received by its commander, its chief of staff and the 
commanders of its formations. After a briefing on the duties 
assigned to the division. Prince Hassan toured its various 
formations and met with officers and soldiers. The Crown Prince 
conveyed to them the greetings of His Majesty King Hussein and 
thanked them for their efforts and for their high morale. 

Irbid mayor congratulates King 

AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
received a cable of congratulations from Irbid Mayor Abdul 
Razzaq Tubeisbat on the occasion of A] Israa Wal Miraj 
a nni ver sa ry. Mr. Tnbcishat voiced support for His Majesty King 
Hu ssein’s stands and for the Iraqi people ami leadership in 
fighting “the groups of mercenaries who are stealing fee wealth of 
the Arab Nation and destroying its eternal Mamie civilisation.” 
“We hope we will celebrate the anniversary next year when 
Jerusalem is liberated ami the allied countries’ armies are 
defeated,” the cable concluded. 

House hears government replies 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower House of Parliament Wednesday 
held a brief session dating winch its members heard replies by 
cabinet members to queries from several deputies c on cern in g a 
host of issues. These included questions related to rented school 
headings in Tafiteh, Zarqa and Rusexfo, violations of the axial 
weights law, agricultural stations in Ramtha and the Royal 
Yaditing Chib in Aqaba. The session also dealt with gov e r nm ent 
replies to proposals which among other things included fee 
creation of an agricultural insurance company, studying the status 
of the Jordan Radio and Television Corporation, setting up a 
nursing college in Mata near Karak and the opening of a Ghrfl 
Service Consumer Corporation branch in Rnseffa. The session 
was chaired by Deputy Speaker Atef Btoush and attended by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Salem Masaadeh 
and other cabinet members. 

Army celebrates Muslim holy day 

AMMAN (Petra) — Armed Fbroes Chief of Staff, General Fatfai 
AbuTaleb, attended Wednesday at the general headquarters, the 
army’s celebration of I&aa Wal Miraj anniversary. The ceremony 
included reritah from the Holy Koran and a speech by fee Mnfti 
of fee arm ed forces. The ceremo n y was attended by the chief of staff 
assistants, the inspector general and senior armed forces officers. 
Abu Taksb earfier paid field visits to re se r vist units where be was 
briefed I by tile commanders on the duties assigned to each of these 
fonnations and units. Abu Taleb, who conveyed to the r wr n i n 
the gr e e t ings of His Majesty King Hussein, fee armed forces 
supreme co mman der, landed tile recruits’ enthusiasm and high 
morale. 

March In Irbid halls Iraqis, Palestinians 

IRBID (Petra) — The professional unions and the public 
committees in Irbid governorate Wednesday organised a match to 
voice support for the Iraqi and Palestinian people. The partici- 
pants m the march c hant ed slogans denouncing the a p gw^ fcfa n on 
Iraq by the U.S. and the alfied forces and calling on the Arab and 
Muslim peoples to support Iraq in its war a gainct the iwfitfcl 


in occupied temxorics. 


sive designs." 

For its part, Israel hopes to 
fulfil its dreams by creating the 
so-called “greater Israel” through 
exploiting the various crises in the 
region and therefore, Muslim 
countries should remain vigilant 
and abort such plots, and should 
adopt a stand whereby they most 
consider any aggression on any 
Muslim country as one directed 
against all Islamic nations, Salam- 
ti noted. 

Salamati expressed hope that 
the delegation's visit would open 
the way for further cooperation 
between Iran and Jordan in all 
fields. 

Iran feels that it is its duty to 
support all Mamie nations as such 
it is rising above aD pre vious 
wounds and is wilting to extend 
assistance to all Muslim brothers, 
Salamati added. 

For tins reason, Iran does not 
tolerate to see the Iraqi people 
goffering in tins crisis without 
extending a helping band to its 

people and Iran can by no means 

allow the enemies of Mam to go 
on IdDing the Iraqi people and 
looting the Islamic World’s 
wealth, said the Iranian emissary. 

For- his part, Lawzi said that 
the war which America is now 
waging against Iraq could well be 
directed in the future against 
other Arab and Mamie countries. 

“Confronting the aggression 
now being waged cm Iraq is a duty 

for all Arabs and Mustims, bo- 
cause this aggression aims at con- 
solidating Israel's hold on Arab 
terr i to ri e s in occupied Palestine,' 
Lawzi said. 

Lawzi also outlined Jordan’s 


stand in confrontation with the 
Israeli enemy and expressed hope 
that all Mamie countries would 
join forces and help liberate 
Palestine from Israeli occupation. 

Salamati and bis delegation 
met earlier with the Lower House 
of Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat, who landed Iran’s 
support for Iraq in fee face of the 
American aggression. 

Salamati delivered to Arabiyat 
a tneayage from bis I ranian coun- 
terpart, Mehdi Karrubi, outlining 
Iran's five point peace for ending 
the Gulf war and handed an 
invitation to Arabiyat to visit Iran 
at die bead of a parliamentary 
delegation. 

The delegation said it would 
discuss the five point initiative 
which calls for the withdrawal of 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait and 
foreign forces from the Gulf. 

Kunubi’s plan which also de- 
mands am end to Jewish emigra- 
tion to Israel is not backed by the 
American government which is 
pursuing separate peace propos- 
als. 

Reuter news agency quoted 
Information Minister Ibrahim 
Izzeddin as saying that he be- 
lieved Iran could play a very 
important role in resolving the 
Gulf crisis. 

He told repor te ts at a daily 
briefing that Iran was in a unique 
position as a regional power 
bordering Iraq and taking an 
open hawM position on the cri- 
sis. 

The delegation which includes 
deputies Mohammad Karim 
Shahrazad and Qoibanali Salcha- 
badS plans to leave Amman 
Thursday. 


VTC establishes 
training centre 

in Ghor AI Safi 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Die Labour 
Ministry's Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) has estab- 
fished a ce n tre at the southern 
town of Ghor AI Safi at the cost 
of JD 250,000 with the help of the 
Worid Bank and the Industrial 
Development Bank of Jordan, 
die new centre’s director, Fakhri 
Rawashdeh, announced Wednes- 
day. 

He said in his statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
under agreements co nc luded with 
the Jordanian government the 
Worid Bank supplied 51 per cent 
of toe cost of the centre while the 
Industrial Development Bank 
provided JD 100,000 of the total 
cost- 

The new centre offers tr a inin g 
to students from the southern 
regions of Jordan in anto- 
mediamcs, electricity, plumbing 
and sanitary services, welding, 
woodwork and decorating work. 
Die centre's capacity is 350 stu- 
dents who wiD undergo training 
for two years which includes prac- 
tical work wife local c ompa n ie s 
and businesses. 

Rawashdeh said that the train- 
ing is being offered free of charge 
to tire students to recruit them for 
jobs in the local labour market 
and to help deal with the problem 
of nnemptoyment by enabling the 
local people to find work and 
substitute noshJofdaman work- 
ers. 

In pursuit of the same policy, 
the VTC has just graduated a 
batch of 16 Jordanians who par- 
id 8l iijiiiui ^ conno ID 
the work of bakeries. VTC direc- 
tor general, Ahmad Alwan, said 
that the graduates would snbsti- 
ftdy foreign nTU ^ non-Jordanian 
Arab workers, mostly Egyptians, 
employed by the Kingdom’s 
bakeries. 

Alwan, who attended the gra- 
duation ceremony at the Yajouz 
Training Centre, announced that 
VTC centres have now embarked 
on a policy of providing trainmg 
for job seekers in fields of work 
presently manned by fbrcigQcn. 


This year the VTC is bolding 
courses on bakery work at the 
centres of Yajouz, Hakama, AI 
Hasbemieh and Ain AI Basha 
and gradually the VTC will in- 
crease and intensify courses of 
this nature in all parts of the 
country, Atwan announced. 

He said that bakery owners 
have already welcomed the idea 
of employing the Jordanian job 
seekers who have bad training in 
bakery work, and to help reduce 
the problem of unemployment in 
Jordan by employing Jordanians 
and not foreigners. 

The Ministry of Labour last 
June announced that nearly 5,000 
foreign workers were employed 
in Jordan's bakeries, and that 
only 130 of them held valid work 
permits. The ministry said feat 
the VTC has prepared plans to 
help Jordanian job seekers to 
take the place of foreigners in this 
field. 

According to Atwan, the VTC 
has introduced other training 
programmes in other fields like 
cutting marble and stone and 
preparing bricks for construction 
work and industrial dress- 
making, among others. 

Last year the government in- 
troduced a law under which non- 
Jordanian Arab workers will pay 
JD 100 in fees for each work 
permit if they are not employed 
in farming or as nurses, who 
continue to pay JD 50. Non-'. 
Jordanian and non-Arab workers 
like maids pay JD 300 annually- 
for their work permits. 

Mohammad Kheir, director of. 
the Yajouz VTC centre, spoke at 
the graduation ceremony, noting 
that fee trainmg courses are given 
free of charge and that trainees 
Teceive JD 30 a month as pocket 
money during their training 
period which lasts for about six 
months, and that the graduate’s 
employment is guaranteed at loc- 
al bakeries and other industrial 
and services sectors. 

Atwan, who presented diplo- 
mas to the graduates, later 
opened a new training course for 
job seekers in the field of baker- 
ies, which will be attended by 40 
citizens. 





Jordan Times 

An iadcpewhrt Arab politicaJ drij pw bfi nh cd in EogU by the Jordan Prara r onm kft OO. 
Eaubfabcd 1975 

UvV ^ — » i— 5U > J— s *■— h-h- W W >»6 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in -Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates arc available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


’s a war crime 


THE MASSACRE of h undreds of Iraqi dvfBans in flair 
Baghdad bomb shelter early W e dnesday is not only a 
deplorable, inhuman act that has to be strongly condemned 
by the world over. It is also a Bring testimony to the U J5.-kd 
affiance's cruelty, c yni c i sm and total disregard for human 
life in conducting (Us ugly and pointless war against Iraq. 

The croetty shorn dearly hi the path of war that the UJS. 
president has chosen as the way to settle hb problem with 
the Iraqi leader, Saddam Honda. The cyafcbm b evident 
in George Bosh's statement two days ago, to the effect that 
President Saddam was spreading “myths and fal sehoo ds ” 
about Iraqi civilian in British Foreign S ecre t ary 

Douglas Hurd’s remark yesterday that the responsibility for 
the AI Amireyab massacre ties so heavily on someone be 
Saddam Hussein,” and in U.S. Brig. Gen. Rkfaard Ned’s 
contention to a briefing to jo urnali sts Wednesday Oat die 
tH rpHp * 1 RaghHaH bomb shelter was “a command and 
control facility.” The total disregard for hnman life b all too 
obvious to the words and actions of the so-called affies, their 
political leaders in various capitals of the world and their 
military co mman ders in the Golf. 

Yesterday's genocide of innocent Iraqi civilians h in fact a 
war crime. First, it is a symbol of war that was supposed to 
be aimed at liberating Kuwait only to rad up being directed 
against Iraq’s dvifian population and i n fraatr nct ne. 
Second, it proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that affied 
bombing is indiscri mi nate, hitting schools, cars, mos q ues 
and churches, milk factories, bridges, municipal adminis- 
tration KnMiny , and now dvffian bomb shelters. 

It proves further that American superior technology, and 
what is said to be impeccable intelligence and pfapofnt 
precision bombing are onty as good as American and affied 
understanding of the problems, and remedies to thfe partof 
the world, which is at best lacking in s ahst s i ce and form.. 

We hate to see Mood used as capital m any cause. But 
unless this devastating targedy. Serves as a reminder to the 
peoples of this world, especially those whose governments 
are part of the tofamoos coalition, that war b not the 
answer, then there wffl be tittle hope of ever bringing peace 
with justice to any area of the globe. 

U is incumbent on all pcace4oving nations and Individuals 
to barn their lessons from the Baghdad massacre of 
yesterday. Their efforts on behalf of peace are toe more 
needed, the more urgent to view of what can be expected to 
happen if this mad war (frags on. 

Arab, Muslim and human anger an d anguish at the 
massacre is unlikely to subside in the comtog days or even 
years. That sleepy, marginalised world body, otherwise 
known as the U.N., has got to be re-euergbed, if toe 
objective b indeed peace and justice in tfafa region and 
elsewhere. Massacring civilians, with the Ughat*ted 
weapons and in cold Mood, b the ultimate vMatom of 
inter n atio nal law and legitimacy and norms, it b the tow of 
toe jungle that the Americ a n s & Co. are returning ns to. 


Jordan’s cry of conscience 


AL RAT daily maintained its Utter attack ou Egypt which b 
paving the ground for the so-called new Arab-Zkmist security 
zone in the Arab World. While the allied forces are main ta ining 
their aggression cm Iraq, its people and cultural heritage, Egypt b 
bnsying itself with the so-called security order for the Arab World 
in which Israel and the United States would play a key role, said 
tile paper. Only the Arab countries afligned with the United 
States support the new arrang em ent in which Cairo wants Israel 
to be involved in security arrangements for the Arab countries, 
said the daily. Ever since the signing of the Camp David accords 
under Anwar Sadat, Egypt has been given the role of prot ec t in g 
U.S. -Zionist i n te r ests in the Arab World, and that b exactly the 
role it is now practising in the region, the paper noted. Any 
security arrangement in cooperation with the Zionist enemy, 
which b considered as a front hue ally of the United States, can be 
of no benefit to the Arabs and would rather be a way of imposing 
humiliation on Arabs and Muslims of thb region, the paper 
continued. What is h app e ni ng now, said the drily, b an allort 
confront a tion between the new colonialist powers aiming to keep 
their forces hi the Arabian P e n i nsula and to impose their 
hegemony on the Arab Worid and those true and honest Arabs 
who are fighting off tins onslaught and aborting the U.S.-Zkntat 
dreams in the Arab region. The paper said that what the forces of 
28 nations cannot achieve through violence and aggression can by 
no means be accomplished through treachery and through 
conspiracies. 

Sawt Al Saab daily Mamed the United States for the finhne of the 
non-aligned countries foreign ministers to reach a settlement for 
the Gulf crisis. The paper said that the Belgrade meeting came 
under United States p re ssur es which foiled a tt emp ts by the 
Non-Aligned Movement to work out a lasting settlement to the 
Gulf conflict. Through blackmail and through intimidation and 
p r essur es Washington succeeded in aborting the meeting and its 
objectives for the sake of keeping tb* crisis alive so tint it can 
achieve its ambitions, said the daily Wedne sday . Hie non-aligned 
countries foreign m misters had planned to take a nmninw iw 
decision to interfere and come up with a settlement that would 
safeguard the interests of all parties involved in the conflict, but 
such efforts went in vain because Washington b det ermin ed to 
maintain its destruction of the Iraqi people and their future, the 
paper continued. President Bush who massed hb fortes in the 
Gulf and continues to destroy Iraq, is paving the ground for 
imposing a special formula of what he calb security arrangements 
for the region far worse than the Sykes-Pkot treaty which 
perpetuated the fragmentation of the Arab Worid, the paper said. 
For thb reason. Bush and hb allies can by no me a n s ajkw any 
initiative for peace in the Gulf succeed. 


By His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan 

THERE b no contradiction 
between “conscience" and 
"legitimacy." The flag of 
Kuwait (till flies, as it should, 
on the Kuwaiti Embassy in 
Amman. We have repeatedly 
affi rmed our total opposition 
to the acquisition of territory 
by force. Jordan has assiduous- 
ly implemented the U.N. 
Security Council sanctions 
against Iraq at a great cost to 
its own economy. What Jordan 
(fid trot do was to send its 
aimed forces to join the coali- 
tion and fight in the war. Our 
critics conveniently forget 
these facts and many others. 
Oar allegiance to peace does 
not put us in any camp except 
in that of peace. 

No effort was spared by Jor- 
dan to wain about the destruc- 
tioc, both physical and psycho- 
logical, that war will bring to 
the region. There are those 
who did not understand or did 
not fik» our message. Jordan 
was successively demoted by 
its critics from initially an apo- 
logist for Iraq, to tilting to- 
wards it, then to moving finely 
into Iraq's camp, and finally to 
owing its allegiance to Iraq. 

Since Aug. 2, Jordan has 
consistently worked for a 
peaceful solution to the fraq- 
Kuwait crisis within the 
framework of international law 

and U.N. resolutions. Alas, 
such contribntions were 
thwarted. As the recent speech 
of His Majesty (King Hussein) 
suggested, there b no contra- 
diction between international 
le gi t ima cy and an Arab con- 
tribution to peace. In fact, any 
regional settlement baaed on 
justice has to address all the 
peoples concerned. 

Throughout the period since 
the outbreak of the abb, Jor- 
dan's sole allegiance has been 
to peace. Hb Majesty King 
Hussein's latest speech is a cry 
of conscience. We helplessly 
see the ineluctable course of 
events that may very soon visit 
tiie horrors of weapons of mass 
de struc t i on upon the entire re- 
gion. 

"The dignity of truth b lost 
with too many protestations." 
Hb Majesty’s speech has been 
criticised for omitting refer- 
ences to Kuwait. Jordan has 
repeatedly stressed the peed to 
mobilise all efforts in the 
search for a diplomatic dilu- 
tion based on international 
taw. The very notion of finding 
a diplomatic solution based on 
legitimacy implies an Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait. This 
has always been Jordan’s offi- 
cial position. 

As long as die fraq-fran war 
tasted. President Saddam was' 
seen by the West as the party 
deserving support. That seems 
dear in the review of Iraq’s 
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best to Basra, and dosed Iraq’s 
only oil pipeline. In the event, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia be- 
gan p umpin g oil on Iraq’s bo- 
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relations with the West over 
the past decade. The United 
States Human Rights country 
repo rts are in s t r uct i ve. Up un- 
til last year, allegations of hu- 
man tights violations in Iraq 
were passed over with 
bureaucratic AiW- Positive de- 
velopments were hi g hli g hted, 
e.g. the rights of minorities, 
the rights of women and secu- 
larism. 

At the U.N., meanwhile, 
Iraq was shielded from expo- 
sure to the rigours of the orga- 
nisation's charter. Early re- 
solutions on the fraq-fran war 
were classics in equivocation 
and abandonment of princi- 
ples. Restoration of the s t a tu s 
quo and the inadmissibil- 
ity of the acquisition of terri- 
tory by force, so prom i nent as 
justification for die collective 
pu n ishment cunendy being in- 
flicted on the Iraqi people, 
were not even mentioned at 
that stage. 

The use of chemical 
weapons in that war was 
documented as far back as 
3983. Yet no meaningful con- 
demnation was made by the 
Security Council or any human 
rights group within the UJN. 
System. It was only after the 
fraq-fran ceasefire came into 
{dace, a period in which che- 
mical weapons were not used, 
that President Saddam’s image 
as a ruthless ruler who will not 
hesitate to use chemical 
weapons was being carefully 


nurtured. 

Iraq received extensive eco- 
nomic s u pport from the worid 
community during its war with 
Iran. By the end of die war, 
credits to Iraq are reported to 
have readied $80 billion, pro- 
vided mainly from die West 
»nd from Arab oil countries. 

Jordan is not an apologist for 
any, but there are certain perti- 
nent facts about the Iraq- 
Kuwait dispute that have to be 
remembered: 

• Historically, there have been 
no fewer than 22 active border, 
d is p u te s in the Gulf region 
since 1900, and no fewer than 
21 in winch redress was sought 
by military force. 

• While Kuwait’s mem- 
bership of the community of 
nations as an independent and 
sovereign state is beyond dis- 
pute, it canno t be said dial 
Iraqi territorial claims on some 
Kuwaiti territory are notvritii- 
out foundation. There dairns y 
predate President Saddam^-, 
and it is a fact that he haa “ 
taken more steps to finalise 
border ddmutations dun any 
of his predecessors. 

• There is no doubt that Iraq’s 
complaints about Kuwaiti 
over-production of oQ were ge- 
nuinely and bitterly fdt. Evi- 
dence that die Kuwaitis were 
over-producing in violation of 
existing OPEC a greement s is 
incontestable. It is equally in- 
contestable that the catas- 


trophic effects of such overpro- 
duction on Iraq’s economy — 
and ultimately on the very in- 
tegrity of the state — could not 
have escaped the notice of the 
Kuwaiti authorities. Did greed 
prevail over.good reuse or was 
there an international attempt 
to weaken Iraq? H the tatter is 
the case, as some evidence 
suggests, would it be too in- 
appropriate to speak of econo- 
mic aggression, a notion which 
in our interdependent world 
can be as destabilising as 
armed aggression? 

On the occasions on which 
President Saddam was 
approached directly without 
intimidation, be always com- 
plied. He promised His Majes- 
ty King Hussein to wi thd ra w 
from Kuwait immediately after 
the Iraqi invasion. That solu- 
tion would have prev e nted a 
local dispute from becoming an 
international crisis. Bat it was 
anderpnit. by. Arab -League and . 
Security Council condemns-’ 
thm of Iraq. That marked tiie 
beginning of tiie escalation. 

No one can say with a dear 
conscience that peaceful means 
were exhausted. In the course 
of almost six months of crista 
characterised by name «*iKng, 
military preparations and 
escalation of demands (for ex- 
ample Mrs. Thatcher’s “Sanc- 
tions win not be lifted even if 
Iraq withdraws’’) there was 
only one direct meeting be- 


tween the U.S. and Iraq — on 
Jan. 9. By then, it was too tare. 
The logic of war had taken on a 
life of its own and the meeting 
was for different audi- 

ences, Congress on the one 
hand an d the Arab masses on 
the other. There were no 
genome negotiations. 

Despite this, the Iraqis never 
completely locked the door 
a gniindt a peaceful solution. 
Thus, for example, in his Jan. 
13 meeting tiie U.N. Secretary 
General, President Saddam 
suggested that Iraq would be 
ready to “cooperate" if there 
was a comprehensive applica- 
tion of international legality. 

Jordan, although contiguous 
to Iraq, (fid not evolve signifi- 
cant economic relations with 
Iraq until the 1980s. Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait have been 
tiie main regional economic 
partners of Jcndan. Both coun- 
tries absorbed the larger part' 
~ of Jordanian ~ migrant labour*' 
pymrirled the main -marfcffti - 

for Jordanian agricultural qq 
ports. 

Si g ni fi c ant economic link- 
ages between Jordan and Iraq 
were infs* a by-product of the 
fraq-fran war. They began 
when Basra, Iraq’s only outlet 
to tiie sea, was dosed, forcing 
the Iraqis to seek alte rn ative 
ports for the huge supplies 
needed to sustain the war. 
Syria denied Iraq the use of its 
Mediterranean ports, which 
would have provided a second 


to prevent an Iraman takoOTM 
erf the Gulf. 

Meanwhile, Jordan’s post 
Aqaba became one .of t ti 
main substitutes for I 
(Kuwait being the other). 

mnfcm were used to 
cany Imp erode acrom the . , 
desert from Iraq for re- ^ 

exportation through Aqaba.'- •' 
Jordan additionally provided a y 
variety of supplies to ^aq on a 3 
credit bad*- All these factors - - 
tad to a sharp increase in the.?;, 
volume of trade between Iraq f. : 

and Jordan, which was negEgk 
Me prior to the Inuj-Iran war.;r 
As the war progressed and 
could not meet its repayment, 
obligations to Jordan, jt; 
offered oil In return. Jordan, 
which was haid-prened for 
foreign exchange, consequent- 
ly took Iraqi -crude in repays 
ment of Iraqi debts. 17 '• ** 

But Jordan switched back it* . 
SandL erode after the eraptioir 
of fraq-Kuwait crista in August 
3990. Imports through thetay. 
pfine shot up to $22 mfifiata J 
dnring Sep te mber 1990.Bmb»> 
closure by the Saudi author- - ' 
itics fenced Jordan to rely once" 
a gain on imports from .Iraqi' 
The Sanetimwt Committee 
tiie Security Council reafised J 
Jordan had no alternative^ r- . 

Sanctions, imposed by . ihe 
Security Council, severely 
rupted economic linkages be- .; 
tween Jordan and Iraq" - .- 
Though those ties wetetoag-'' 
gered by the fraq-fran war;., 
they were based on a natural 
but long-forgotten pattern of 
compiementaries. Through 
Jordan, Iraq can haveacce»to_ 
tiie Red Sea. Jordan’s rapidly ’ 
expanding agricultural and , 
manufacturing sectors hnr 
in Iraq a sizeable an* 
nearby market of abort 1? 
million people. Iraqis a raa|o£g£ 
oO exporter whereas : 
relies on oH imports. J< 
contracting fir ms have a obi 
petitive edge in a market. W 
dose as Iraq. Investment prpg- 
rammes in Iraq provide attract ; 
rive job opportunities for " 
Jordanian surplus labour. 

■ Despite the disruption 
caused by sanctions , Jordan^ 
fraq/econoor^ l &mxpl emeafar-’ 

in a postwar scenario. >31a* 
central spine cf the Arab eastv 
with its human and natural 
resources, can become a driv-| 
ing force in the region's ream- 
struction. . 

The current tragedy unfoklT . - 
ing in the Middle East has not - 
stopped us in Jordan from hav- £ 
ing a vision of peace andy 1 
prosperity based on law and 
justice. During the 43 years of .< 
Arab-braefi conflict, we arm-.-a 
tarty never (fid lose hope. 
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Truth and objectivity 

The following is an open letter to the BBC news editor from a 
Jordanian citizen who addressed a copy to the editor of the Jordan 
Times. 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

With aD due respect to the BBC World Service. I sadly write to 
say that I was disappointed at the way BBC commented on His 
Majesty's speech delivered on television on Feb. 2. 

The presenter of 24 Boors emphasised the sharp tone of the 
speech and was surprised that King Hussein criticised tiro West. He 
also said that King Hussein shouldn’t try to go far in his position on 
tiie Gulf crista. WeD. let me i n for m you that it’s the West that has 
gone too far with its brutal aggression against the civilian 
population of Iraq. The human people in Arab countries feel with 
those civilians to the extent that anger is evoked at the injustice 
being done. If a sharp tone is what it takes to end this massacre, 
then tat it be. The West has taught us that might is right any way so 
why not use a sharp tone. 

Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait may be a mistake, but that doesn't 
justify the escalation of the crisis by the United Kingdom and the 
United States. They are poppets in the bands of Zonism. This 
brings about another point. Israel, which is considered as an 
innocent by-stander (although you probably know as much as I do. 
that they are the engineers behind this war if one looks closely 
enough at the analogies between this war and those in 1967, 1956) 
has received so much support after being hit by Iraqi missiles 
because some innocent civilians of this ‘teninvolved" country were 
hurt. What about the Jordanians wbo were bombed out of their 
tankers and out of their cars while fleeing the war in Kuwait. They 
came from a country that support s Iraq as much as Israel, in the 
opinion of the West, support the affied forces. 

Tm sorry to tell you, that the BBC hasn’t been objective in its 
coverage of events in the Gulf. And I have noticed they have 
been biased to the coalition forces. It is sad when media becomes a 
force of destroying humanity and cultural closeness instead of 
promoting it. 

You keep bringing news of the coalition’s sorties and air raids 
while ignoring the criminal murder of civilians in Iraqi towns and 
villages. 

It may come to you as a surpirse, but there are, believe it or not, 
human civilians in Iraq and not just in Israel. Why don’t they get 
similar sympathy? ' 

I hope the BBC can be more neutral in conveying events of the 
war and bring views of both sides without criticising the views of 
Arabs in a maimer as which implies that what the coalition is doing 
is right, otherwise, it shouldn't make a difference whether you had 
a correspondent in Baghdad or not, since you are not really 
transmitting news, truthfully, objectively and without Mas. 

Mohammad Jalal, 

Amman . 


Alarmed and concerned 


The following is a copy of a letter addressed to the German 
Foreign Mmtafer Mr. Hans-Dictrich Gcnscber who arrives in 
Amman today on an offid&f vtart to the Kingdom. A copy of the 
letter was made available to the Jordan Times. 

HLE. The Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of the Federal Republic of Germany 

Mr. Hans-Dietricfa Gaucher 

Your Excellency, 

We, German women wbo have fired in the Middle East fix 
many yean, address you once more (see our Open Letter of 
October 23rd, 1990). 

For four weeks sow the hot war is raging in the Gulf, Iraq ta 
being systematically destroyed, its civilian population ruthlessly 
kilted. 

We, as Germans, saw our sole consolation in the fact that the 
Federal Republic of Germany was not taking part in this war of 
many Germans spontaneously demonstrated for peace. 

Now, the German gove rn ment felt obliged not only to support 
the Golf war with billions of marks but also to lend 
financial and military assistance to Israel. 

We are shocked mid ashamed. 

We G e r man s who have two world wa rs on our conscience, are 
indeed more responsible for work} peace than other nations. This 
ta why we must take courage to say an outspoken NO, whenever 
the attempt ta made to solve conflicts with military means, even 
when this ta initiated by “the good guys” by friends and alKey . 

This is particularly true in the age of atomic bombs and 
weapons of mass destruction. Mr. Geuscher, we are afraid that 
the mechanism of tins insane war wQl lead to tiie use of atomic 
bombs — as "a more expedient ultimate solution.” 

Did you know that 

— the Palestinians bare beep waiting for 42 years for the U.N. 
to find and enforce a just solution to tiie Palestine problem which 
they themselves have created in the first place by passing UJJ. 
Resolution 181 (partition of Palestine into a Jewish and an Arab 
state with special international status for Jerusalem)? 

— Israel has adhered to NONE of the U.N. Resolutions 
concer ni ng itself, since its creation? 

— Up to now, Israel has waged 5 wars of conquest hs 

Arab neighbours (1948/49, 1956, 1973, 1982) and that even the 
Gulf war has come about at the instigation of Israel (objective: 
elimination of an Arab powtT which might call in question Israel’s 
HtOitaiy sup er iority in the Middle East)? 

— In the Israeli-occupied territories (in die West Rank for 23 
years, is Gaza for 36 years), human befogs are being robbed of 
their human dignity and all their rights, they are arbitrarily killed, 
wounded, crippled, expelled, imprisoned, tortured, their bones 
and trees destroyed, their land (and water) anne^d ; they are 
bang denied their right to live a fife in dignity, freedom and 
idf-detci mi nati on — in spite of their readiness for compromise?. 

— Recently, a Minister was included into the Israeli 


who ta ffi-known for pushing forward the *tr am% of all 
Pa les t inia ns” as “tiie nWmgte solution of the Palestmain ques- ~ * 
tion?” 

— Prime Minsitti Yitzhak Shamir — who demands you. to be.’.^ 
ashamed — started his political career as a t e r rorist ? .. .p ?. 

— Since the outbreak of war, 1.75 nriffion Palestinians are 

suffering under strict curfew? . ^ ~ 

— 17.000 political pnsonexs of Ansar m camp are being used as 
“human shields” to protect the Israeli nudear instaltatxiita^ 
Demona? ^y; 

— farad has never defined its final future borders to the East? 1 ' : 

— Ge rmany bears as great a responsibility towards thc ‘ 
Palest in i ans as towards the Jews, because Israel was fburkted'iT'. 
their e xpense ( & on their soil ) — as expiation and amende for . / 1 
Jewish sufferings on German soil!? 

We call for. ' ;.»? 

— An immediate ceasefire 

t * sa PP ° rt Gotf war, before its top? 
late, tocMkidle East region totally destroyed and damage done to U 
mantad an d natu re that could never be repaired ; 

— The International Peace Conference to solve all Middle East ^ 
conflK as through participation of afl countries of the remou 

aim reaI * Zat ^ t ^ inte nwtional taw,l >• 
aflU-N. Resolutions, and Human Rights for afl — without tor ‘V 

GXEOpoOll . w 

^ Wea P ctos mass destruction as part of a. ^ 
balanced detente policy ■ • Try 

of armament industry on principle ' ~ V 

woridS^thTSH^^ £°£5 0n 01 ** «"*viron«nert^J 
wotkjwwc as the prerequisite for human life . • -* 

E^^ 81 mS ° a «* “ 

d i” J««tan, Yemen, ? 

be interested j. xccejvine 30 experienced pofitkian you Would ^ 

Ahmed and »ril Geam' 
Women fojMn ’^4 
44 afenrtra ■ wt 
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Deep debate over temporary marriage in Iran 


By Erie HaB 

Reuter 


r 


t — Morally out- 

:t; ^ ‘ - 'gcd, the neighbours of 
"I ^ Stow Habibi finally banged 
her door in Tehran and 
.'■ aq. Q^ananded that sbe stop invif- 
' iii ■£.'$ her young man to stay 
■ ^^jemigbL 

their accusations 
^ - % 'c ^aned to embarrassment 
£%jiea Mrs. Habibi (not her 
'-'tjaf name) pulled out her 
. ^^ KirtiBcate of temporary Isbt- 
-I. .* marriage. 

The incident hi ghligh ts a 
.^J^l^nbSc debate raging in the 
■-^rr. ^^daaae Republic of Iran over 
-jT.T'i government decision to 
~ 8 * n f& e and widowed Ira- 
Zz^L > sbos to enter temporary man- 
catted Mode in Islamic 




.. c- 

i ~j^ss Two sad facts He behind the 
^ i^cvennncDf’s move: 

_■/. — Economic hardship is 

' j 7 ’- 5 iTwrinjrjininig T ranians to mar- 

.• — Countless women, 

. . Sfyidowed by die 1980-86 war 
• r U‘r^wtfi Ifag, are without part- 
. ; ■ tTios to provide them econo- 
support. Many are 
-rrzi z. wverty^tricken. 
t r>w_. for both categories, Mof’e 
' ^-siflere a solution. 
r '-f • But the idea of temparaiy 
r - r : ^narriage conflicts with the 
"- ^^norafistic fervour that has 
'--^ripped ban since the 1979 
^J^Tsfamfc Rerofation. 

; Islamic street committees 

. ~,“ i vho daim to ppfce the coon- 

moral- standards have 

/- , .^anjpsqart men,-,ajid .women 
^ tr rr-» eeniggeffrer and women who 
— r -Jo not cover themselves in 
7 — - 2#®* dothes in public. 

- - tr-’Jfran's strict Islamic Law 
t:' 2 ^ Provides /or 74 lashes for 
kudcq who violate a dies' 
-,-r- which bam make-up ar J 
’-^jBomthcm to show only their 
' “ • r=: ' ace and hands. 

J.- He government has sought 
1 to stop tiie most 

;; I^jCaIoos street committees. 


whose actions Iranians say 
seriously compound the prob- 
lems of sexual frustration. 

“At times you were not safe 
with your wife,” said one 
Tehran worker. 

m 

Mof’e is enshrined in holy 
law, according to interpreta- 
tion of the Koran by Iran's 
majority Shi'ite Muslim sect. 
Sunnis, a majority sect in 
most other Muslim countries , 
do not allow it 

President Ali Akbar Hasbe- 
nn Rafsanjani announced the 
Mode plan at a weekly prayer 
meeting in Tehran on Dec. 1, 
saying: 

“Our youth these days have 
to wait until they are 25 or 30 
to have income and a resi- 
dence, to satiate their sexual 
needs. And we all know that 
kids after IS have that need. 

“There are hundreds of 
thousands, perhaps millions 
of widows, divorced women 
who are left single, and be- 
cause of social norms they 
remain like that," be added. 

But strong objections have 
come from radical Iranian 
Muslims, who take a purita- 
nical view of sex, some con- 
servative derics — and pa- 
rents and potential 
bridegrooms of all political 
persuasions in a society which 
demands that a bridge must 
be a virgin. 

**I was shaken by what i 
heard," wrote radical female 
commentator Oohar. Kesna- 
varz in the daily Kayban 
newspaper.- She addled: “T did 
Oft t‘.ow f*f: # ‘Vfibur ’ ’ IS 
women should step forward 
and offer their bodies to solve 
the problems in our society. ” 

"ileal marriage is perma- 
nent marriage. This tempor- 
ary marriage wffl eventually 
add to our social problems,” 
said Arafeh SarSqi, a radical 
politician and one of only four 
women deputies in parlia- 
ment. 


BatojanJ; “IWrfhi avoiding any a xt r am as, w mast 
wor^iv'i pmance in soc My.” 


bmvm m rational attltuda towards 


But Rafsanjani's move is 
more popular with the young 
— 45 per cent of the popula- 
tion is under 15. ‘‘Rafsanjani 
alienated the pmdeS but be 
has appealed- dSreetiy’lortiut 
yo ling,” said one Tehran 
liberal. 

To prevent an excuse for 
easy sex , Rafsanjani said 
Mode does not apply to mar- 
ried men, although some 
theologians suggest a literal 
reading of scriptures would' 
allow even this. ■ 

Temporary marriages must 
also be registered at public 
notary offices with details of 


the length of contract, divi- 
sions of money and property 
and provisions for any chil- 
dren. 

- And women who have hot 
married before still need . their 
father's permission for a tem- 
porary marriage — which is 
highly unlikely. 

An important aspect of 
Mot'e is that it does not legal- 
ly insist that the woman live 
with the man , thus allowing a 
widow to preserve an inde- 
pendent household but have 
an extra income. 

The Mot'e idea has power- 
ful .supporters. “We don't 


care what the Sunnis say. It 
was practised during the 
Prophet Mohammad's life- 
time /' said Chief Justice Ho- 
jatofeslam Moqtadai. ■ 'l— 


jatoi 

to Rafsanjani and a realist, 
told critics: “Please remember 
that this is a solution for men 
and women who, if they do 
not follow Mot'e, will commit 
sin. How do you suggest that 
people who have set alight 
their God-given passion 
should act?” 

President Rafsanjani re- 
turned to the subject of 


women at a seminar this week 
on their proper role and 
attire. 

He/appialed) for_grcates 
t refe gSffi fo/ MusJiin women/ 
saying ^tyjuje “ avoiding 'any 
extremes, we must have a 
rational attitude towards 
women's presence in society. 

“It is not merely the corrupt 
Western symbols in society 
which are dangerous for 
women but what really annoys 
them today is the absence of 
complete possibilities for their 
participation in social scenes 
due to prejudices and wrong 
traditions. ” 






Diana marks decade as royal superstar 


S5r!l-Li£!eSQ'-;'- : 


By Anne Senior 

T Reuter 

,/JNDON — A secret tryst, a 
• dinner and a propos- 

This romantic moment 10 

&*** ago launched coy tccna- 

sjw lady Diana Spencer as a 
pdd s upersta r and brought a 
- 5, *h of Hottywood glamour 
the British monarchy. 

% tfSjfjKsna became the idol of 
ji^affions during her meteoric 
® from relative obscurity to 
“fairytale” cathedral wed- 
ing to Britain's Prince 


She has come a long way 
■ *- ^-^ce the marriag e proposal 

J-' _ ®T dinner at P finkingbam 

x ^^\^^acemeadyFebiumyl981, 

• ~ 2 &nritfg on her artistocratic 
. ‘ ^J^’ i »l8rouiid to become a sear 
^ <&ocd royal performer and 
adtefiter. 

S: -Royal commentators say 
' ^^ecss Diana has trans- 
__ t ^s ^ped the image of the Brit- 
monarchy, boosting its. 
r .. 2 s " 'Polar appeal with her 
. - sense and Shu-star 

4s. 

. s ^Tf this monarchy lasts she 
-r :- 4 ‘ ? be cited by historians as 

■ turning point,"- said 

- -iJs •J roW Brooks-Baker, an ar- 
^ j^^ royaiisf and editor of the 
directory Burke's 
■ 

-v- combination of a gfa- 

zsf- princess and an ear- 

is the best one 


- _ 




.A 


w have hoped for,” be 


_ 5 *lan mans first appeared 

" j national scene, many 
^dr^lons had despaired of 


Charles ever finding a partner 
with all that was required of a 
future queen — charm, dis- 
cretion, a sense of duty and an 
absence of previous lovers. 

Even diaries could not be- 
lieve his Jucfc when he did, 
saying in a pre-wedding inter- 
view he was amazed that 19- 
year-old Diana was brave 
enough to accept his proposal. 

Their glittering state wed- 
ding in July 1981 was a 
celebration of British herit- 
age, generating a royalist fer- 
vour that peaked again just 


under a year later when Diana 
gave birth to a son to cany on 
the royal line. Prince William. 
A second son, called Prince 
Henry but known as Harry, 
was bom in 1984. 

Diana brought to the 
monarchy the elements 
needed for a gripping family 
caw — romance and glamour 
— according to an analysis 
last year in the trade magazine 
Marketing Week. 

* Thanks to trendy Di, the 
royals are now the ultimate 
aspirational fantasy," the 



magazine said. 

But some, including 
Charles himself , have 
lamented the .royals' star 
quality and warned that the 
incessant gossip about their 
private lives could damage the 
institution they represent. 

. In a recent interview with 
French television, Charles 
complained the media was 
taming the monarchy into a 
soap opera that threatened to 
erode centuries of royal mysti- 
que. 

Ironically his own wife has 
become the subject of some of 
the gossip-hungry media's 
most inventive speculation. 

According to the tabloids 
Diana has, over the years: 
...suffered a nervous break- 
down... had her nose 
altered... wrestled with alco- 
holism... developed a slim- 
ming disease... and fallen out 
of love with her husband, 12 
years her senior. 

Britain was gripped by di- 
vorce rumours in 1987 but 
these subsided amid reports of 
an amicable agreement to stay 
together out of duty to the 
monarchy and the couple’s 
children. 

In a rare public speech in 
1986, Diana stressed the im- 
portance of bringing up chil- 
dren in a stable famil y. “ The 
pressures and demands on all 
of us are enormous,” she said. 

But in her 10 years in the 
limelight, Diana has given few 
does to her private thoughts, 
making more headlines with 
her outfits and hairstyles than 

anything dec. 

Feminists have complained 



that Diana's scrupulous atten- 
tion to personal appearance 
and her self-deprecating man- 
ner — she says sbe is intellec- 
tually “ thick as a plank” — 
are a throwback to the past, 
not something for Britain to 
be proud of. 

“In the eager hands of 
fashion designers, crimpers 
and cosmeticians trying to 
hitch their names to her star- 
denn she’s becoming a living, 
daily re-cycled Barbie doll,” 
wrote one newspaper col- 
umnist in the mid 1980s. 

One woman who has close- 
ly scrutinised Diana over the 
years feels she has become 
almost too good at being a 
princess. 

“From the ‘shy Di' photo- 
graphed with the son shining 
through her skirt she's be- 
come completely polished. 


It’s almost a shame,” said 
Julie Wooldridge, a profes- 
sional Diana look-alike. 

But Diana's work for char- 
ity, her protectiveness of her 
family and avoidance of con- 
troversy have won her respect 
even from the critics, who 
have been scathing about the 
more flamboyant Duchess of 
York, wife of Charles’s 
brother Andrew. 

Although Diana is the most 
widely publicised royal in Bri- 
tian, sbe is not the most popu- 
lar. A survey last year put her 
fourth in the popularity table 
behind the queen, the queen 
mother, and Prince Charles. 

With a popularity rating of 
84 per cent, she tied with 
sister-in-law Princess Anne — 
a hard-working, unglamorous 
royal whose hairstyle has not 
changed in years. 


; s 

Dima’s courage 

My E Ymghi 


FOR many years, Jordan has been an intellectual centre as 
well as a crossroads of different norms of thought and 
behaviour. Because of Jordan’s geographical location and its 
neutrality .during the Gulf crisis and the present Golf war, 
many journalists from aO over the world have converged 
here in order to disseminate and evaluate the latest 
information concerning current Gulf events. 

Recently, Jordan has proved to be not only a bub for 
journalists, but also a stopover for peace activists who were 
on their way to Iraq on missions of peace. Most of these 
peace activists had their own lives and professions before the 
Gulf conflict hot they felt it a moral obligation to try to 
prevent a tragic war. 

Peace activists are brave persons who because of their 
convictions, place themselves in a position of sacrifice. One 
very special member of the Gulf peace team, Dima 
Lawrence, honoured Jordan with her presence. 

Anyone who knows Dima will agree that she is very 
unique. Her sincerity and sensitivity plus her sympathy for 
the Iraqis as well as Palestinians glows on her face and her 
deep bluish-green eyes Sicker with compassion. There 
seems to be a continuous mist floating in those magnetic 
eyes for the never ending grievances of the Arab people. 

Dima touches all who meet her with her obvious feelings 
of concern for the victims of the Gulf war. Her sweetness is 
worn with a magic Bare. Sbe is dainty and petit yet her great 
courage surpasses her physagne. When asked why sbe 
decided to become a member of the Golf peace team and to 
go to the dangerous peace camp which is situated near the 
Iraqi-Saudi border in Iraq, sbe stated, I could not tolerate 
being one of many protesters in so many demonstrations. 
The American government wasn’t listening to us so we 
decided to go on a peace mission to Baghdad in order to be 
felt.” 

Thus, Dima went to the peace camp. The building sbe and 
others stayed in used to be a way station for Muslim pilgrims 
on their way to Mecca. She described the conditions of the 
camp as “harsh.” She slept on the cold cement floor in her 
sleeping bag. While there in the camp, she was assured that 
all the peace activists were firmly resolved in their mission of 
peace. 

When the United Nation's deadline for Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait passed and there was no outbreak of fighting. 
Dima thought the threat had passed. Sbe left the peace camp 
on Jan. 16 and made her way to Baghdad. Early Jan. 27, she 
was awakened by the fierce American-led bombing of the 
citizens of Baghdad. She fled the building she was staying in 
and ran outside. There in the black night she saw the sky ttt 
up in red, blue and yellow lights as destruction fell on an 
ancient and peaceful capital. Dima's life, like those of all 
other Iraqis, was banging on a thin thread. But. while the 
bombs were fatting, she thought: I.* wondered who those 
bombs were falling on and I worried about the babies , 
children, women, men and elderly people that would either 
die or be injured . " Sbe had forgotten to fear for her own 
safety. 

Understandably, the Iraqis have every right to bate their 
aggressors , but Dima was amazed at the kindness of the 
Iraqi people. She was taken to the comparative safety of A1 
Rashid Hotel “because they have the best bomb shelter in 
Baghdad . " There she sat in the midst of the Iraqis who had 
sought refuge in the shelter. 

Their courage astounded her and sbe noticed their 
unbiased compassion for all fellow humans regardless .of 
tbcif - country- of^origm. "W^i/e she lay sleeping, someone 
thqu^tfutty cpvered her.' She was griiteful. She was not 
shocked at the Iraqi bebatfour, bat rather that President 
Bosh had taken that fmaf&nd horrible step in starting the 
Gulf war. 

Sbe was fortunate to escape the bombings and came to 
Amman where she anxiously waited at the Amoun Hotel for 
news of the other mem hers of the Golf peace team. Finally, 
all members of the team, around 84, were able to join Dima 
in safety. They have left the terror of war and the ruth/ess 
devastation of the American-led coalition. The group's 
mission was one of peace and to remain neutral. Unofficial- 
ly, Dima has very deep feelings of her own and such 
remarkable opinions. *T consider it a totally immoral 
posture on the part of the Israelis. Where are the religious 
leaders of Israel? Israel is making a great profit from this 
war. No nation should profit on the misery of another nation 
or people.” 

God witting, Dima has tried and will continue to try to 
promote a real and accurate understanding of the Arab 
people. She also feels there is a definite linkage between the 
Palestine problem, the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait and the 
Golf war. She said, “If there is justice in Palestine, perhaps 
there can be hope for others as well.” 

Sbe knows what sbe is talking about for she is the 
programme coordinator of the Palestine Human Rights 
Campaign in Chicago. Sbe has been to Palestine and lived in 
Jerusalem. Around her neck hangs a chain on which is 
centred a trinket map of Palestine. Because of her love and 
devotion to these gallant people, she it’s s made an honorary 
member of Palestine. However , Joe to her heroic efforts to 
aid the Palestinian cause, sbe bad been threatened. Never- 
theless, she left her job to go on her mission of peace 
because she felt it her moral doty to try to stop the war. Love 
and peace are written on her face and carried in her heart. 
AO who are fortunate enough to know Dima walk away 
gifted with her love and concern. She views the Palestinian 
people as an endangered nation. 

There is little left of democracy in America. Arab 
Americans are being harassed. The media is being control- 
led by giant conglomerates who own the consumer's 
thoughts. Dima asks, “Is there really a functioning democra- 
cy in America? The media reflects government policy. What 
is read in the newspapers is already edited and biased.” 

Dima Lawrence soon will leave Jordan and retain to her 
job and borne. Her presence has been a blessing, her 
friendship a gift of love. Her heart is resolved. Sbe is a very 
brave woman who dared to care. May God grant her peace 
in her life and good hick and happiness wherever she goes. 


Thoughts for this week 


HZsto/y is, indeed, little more than the register of the' 
crimes, fellies and misfortunes of mankind 
— Edward Gibbon, English historian (1737-1794). 

When men speak ill of thee, live so as nobody may 
believe them 

— Plato, Greek philosopher (427 B.C.-317 B.C.). 

Never give in, never, never, never, never 
— Sir Winston Churchill, British stateman (1974-1965). 

Revenge does us more harm than the injury itself 

— John Lubbock, English astronomer-ma tbema tician 
(1803-1865). 

V -J 






By Malta Adriasi 

There are two things in life 
that remain a mystery to 
me . One is why do people 
check their handkerchiefs 
after they’ve blown their 
noses in them , and the 
other is why do most de- 
ntists keep Ssh aquariums 
in their clinks? 

I can not answer the first 
question , however, the 
answer for the second is as 
follows: According to 
psychiatrist, watching fish 
swim is supposed to calm 
the nerves. But, how sooth- 
ing is a swimming goldfish 
when there is a tooth drill 
ringing away in the back- 
ground waiting for you? 
That is of course along with 
the smell of anticeptic that 
hits your nostrils reminding 
you of white coats, injec- 
tions and root canals. While 
you watch those Ssh swim, 
your stomach is turning 
with absolute terror. But 
you are supposed to be ter-. 
riGed in a “soothed” way, 
because of the Ssh, you 
know. Things don’t look 
any brighter when you see 
the look on the secretary’s 
face who is usually so wel- 
coming, as though beacon- 
ing you into the dentist’s 
domain , usually wearing a 
smug grin that you just want 
to go over and wipe right off 
her face. 

You hope that by paint- 
ing the visit to the dentist 
black for yourself things 
would tom out better. Fat 
chance. Things are exactly 
the same each and every 
time. When your turn com- 
es you are still confused 
about where to concentrate 
your line of virion while 
your dentist is working on 
your teeth. Earn? Throat? 
Mask? Mole? And it goes 
without MI. The minute the 
suction tube, the mirror, 
the cleaning instruments, 
the gauze and the drill are 
used, in unison, your de- 
ntist asks you: “ Which 
tooth was it again?” At 


LUBE JOB 

By Arthur S. Verdesca 


ACROSS 
1 Ship's prison 
SUSmarefum 
10 Boloro: prsl. 

14 Umpire's cal 
10 I could — 
hwsa'" 

19 Home o! ancient 
Creeks 

20 Perch 

22 Was oMgawd 

23 Wet blanket 
25 Cowing wrtn 

learn 

27 Cofieecate 
topping 
20 Invents 

30 Walk m a frvsry 
manner 

31 — men 

32 Humber ot 
Graces 

33 Dresses lor 

parting 

DOWN 

1 Many's spouse 

2 Transported with 
emstion 

3 'Take — leave it " 

4 Merrymaking 

5 Confections 

6 Or the — 

^ laelenwtess) 

7 Organic 
compound 

9 Krfgtn 
S Vflbse 

10 Most Cftaav 

11 Note sod 

12 771* best 

13 Female suffN 

14 Comforts 

15 "I oen't sleep — 
last night" 

16 Duel 

17 Moved cautiously 
Si Sailboat hem 


A visit to the dentist 


Adventurers flir t 


y [ V- 

have. \ 

sWtM£l\ 

\ 8 Ef 0 ffc 


which time you gag on an 
answer and your voice 
sounds like it is coming 
from an alien. Do not worry 
though. Your dentist has 
mastered the martian lan- 
guage of “Choke talk. " 

Then it is time to gargle 
with that pink solution. Per- 
sonally , I do not always 
know whether I should 
keep gargling until every- 
thing in the cop is gone or 
whether I should gargle a 
few times. After all this is 
my chance to prove to my 
dentist that I really care for 
my teeth and spend enough 
time keeping them dean. 
Sol usually gargle till all the 
pink liquid disappears down 
the sink. It is, of course, a 
difficult task to gargle con- 
sidering half of your mouth 
practically does not obey 
the signals sent to it from 
the brain, as it is numbed by 
the anesthetic. Then you 
watch as the nurse rolls her 
eyes and places another 
pink tablet in the cup. 

/Eventually, after ever- 
iiuhg has been splashed on 


your face and in your eyes 
you are told your teeth are 
tine. Of course ah your 
makeup has disappeared 
and your dentist has disco- 
vered how you “really” 
look. (This is why I advise 
you to go to a dentist in the 
furthest comer of the coun- 
try so that you minimis e the 
chances of your seeing or 
ever bumping into your de- 
ntist in a public place). 

If you do bump into him 
or her, you are doomed. 
Let us say you are at a 
reception and you are 
standing there talking with 
friends when suddenly you 
see your dentist diving to- 
wards you. 

“Well, hello there,” your 
dentist says. 

“Hi,” you say through 
clenched teeth. 

“I almost didn’t recog- 
nise you,” your dentist 
says. 

“Oh,” you say, praying 
that your dentist would not 
expand on that comment, 
especially in front of the 
group with you. (However 
if- you are female and your ' 


dentist is too , do not bold 
your breath).... 

Eventually time heals all, 
and you completely forget 
about your last visit to the 
dentist. But then your feet 
drag yon back yet a gain to 
go through all the agony of 
the times before. 

You go back and nothing 
has changed. There is a 
different secretary but, of 
course, you still want to 
wipe that self-satisfied grin 
off her face, the place reeks 
of anticeptic, the driU is 
droning along in the back 
room and the goldfish 
which have grown and mul- 
tiplied are still swimming 
around " soothingly ”! 

This time you are going 
to be smarter. You are 
going to ask that the fish be 
taken inside and “calm your 
nerves” while your dentist 
works on your teeth. At 
least then you would not 
worry where to keep your 
line of vision. And fish 
don’t come up to you at 
parties telling you they did 
not recognise you. Now that 
is soothing. - 


Weekend Crossword 


r 'J r 2-'t 


34 MountaJmop 
nests 

37 Br. machine guns 

38 Macbeth's tide 

39 Kind 

40 Lotions, colognes 
etc. 

42 Space Mar 

46 Orda segments 

47 Pay 

48 Inches 

50 "I Love — Truly'' 

51 Egg — yong 

52 Anoent Mex. 
people 

54 Vinegary prefix 

55 Operand! or 

ViUBTKfi 

57 Like a dan 
59 Czech money 

61 Unrefined 

62 Large-eyeo 
primate 


24 invited 
26 Merciless 
29 Sarah — Jewett 

32 Oven** 

33 Paga 

34 Toward the stem 

35 Gaff* 

36 Type ol rttie 

37 Plunder 

38 River through 
Roma 

40 Exactions 

41 Stipstrewns 

«3 Water skimmers 

44 Chits 

45 Medal* 

47 — de grandeur 
(meg .lomanlB) 

49 Calm 

52 Buir 3-eye 

53 Main 

54 Out on — 


83 Conduamn 

64 Original praf. 

65 Preserved groan 
fodder 

67 Sitvary fish 
08 Conscientious 

71 Canaas land 

72 G. F or C 

73 Ramify 

75 Ow Day. ” 

76 Atance letters 

77 Western resort 
lake 

79 Actor Estrada 

80 dagger 

81 Angel Clare's 
wtfs 

83 Famous part of 
the lower bade 
07 Slk netting 
88 Dupe 

90 Fern leaf 

91 Sweethearts 


56 Solemn 
Cedars Don 

58 Gravy — 

60 '‘"hecdon of 
anecdotas 

61 Muscle spasm 

63 Less restrained 

64 Overpowering 
fright 

65 Btuebormei 

66 Dies — 

67 PoBocai allancas 

68 Unit of 
capacitance 

69 Vanya or Sam 

70 Fbtgar or Greet 

72 Warm to Pierre 

74 Conrad 

78 Self -denying 

80 Grow rapidly 

82 Frozen 
dessert 


Diagramless 19 X 19, By Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Buddies 

5 Ax] irt wrongdoing 

6 Rainbows 

10 Bring t^i 

11 Harbor aignt 

12 Adjust 
14 Cnitsng 

16 Sign of sorrow 
18 "Aida - for one 
20 Hn hard 
22 Letter ona key 


DOWN 

1 Young salmon 

2 Red as — 

3 Contracts of 
occupancy 

4 Waterways 
fl Desert wear 

7 He&COpter part 

8 Secretary Of 
Defense — 
Weinberger 

9 5ujw cargo 
13 Small group 


26 Composer of 
"Bolero" 

26 (n a Safe 
while 

27 LAs the Gobi 

28 Bevels out 
30 Have being 

32 Convex molding 

33 Possessive 
35 Shines 

37 Refuse to give in 


41 Refuses to 


15 Length 1 

width 


17 Brown ermines 
19 Edftie nut 

21 Make furious 

22 SaH-Mtafted 

23 Knife handle 

24 Altar words 
27 Eng. river 
29 Fuff of soapy 

water 

31 &gn up: var. 


42 Goddess of the 
dawn 

43 Map 

44 Neverth el ess 

45 At another fime 

49 Pit 

50 Inlets 

53 Spotted ca rn i vore 
55 Km 


32 Columbus school 
letters 

34 Cowboys e.g. 

35 Harden 

36 MetScma! amount 

37 Pursue 

38 BftHcal weed 

39 Aardwk's tidbit 

40 Country 

41 Getf 

43 Pan 0 / a 
dance* 


92 Decorated me 
wa0s 

95 Some parties 

96 Clodcmakar 
Thomas 

97 Tixk. hospice 

98 "That’s more — 
can say" 

99 Merits 

103 Hack's output 

105 Cooka acertam 
way 

107 "Waking for the 
Robert—" 

108 Dancer's 
partner 

109 Sound 

110 Step—' 

(hurry) 

1'1 Tom 

112 Ordered 

111 T(i» 

114 Bungle 


84 'The wUo 
vtoesaudo* — " 
(S. Johnson! 

85 ttun's pfcea 

86 Reasonable 

87 Spud 

09 Mountain: pref. 

91 Gr. Island 

92 Piad — 

S3 Soap pter.t 

94 Metal disc 

95 Tatter 

96 Finch 

96 Musical subject 
99 Art scnoci 

100 Grape bearer 

101 Yale students 

102 Droop-nosed 
(Tiers 

104 Toes In a high 
cwva 

106 Color 


56 Single 

performances 

58 Enthusiastic 

59 Designated 

81 Witch trial town 
63 Autotype 

65 Actress Rowlands 

66 Own 

87 Whirlpool 

68 Mr. Redding 

69 Manias 


46 Socials 

47 Hire 

48 Staggered 

51 Woo » mef 

52 One way or 
another 

54 Tendency 
57 Staid 
60 Lettormon 
of TV 

52 Spring month 
04 Loch — monster 


^■aim HiiBi! aaaai 

jbbb aaua jbbbj jbh 
aflBflaflBBBB aBBBBaBiiHBl 
aflBBBBBB aaflflB JflflflB 
^■■fl aBBBB aBBBfll 
^■b aBBBB aBBBB H 
aBBBB aBBBBBBBBB 33551 
aflflB 3BBB 3BBB3 a WM 
3BB 3BBBB3 3BBB 4JB 
4BBJBBBB JJBBB JBflfl 


33 BBBB aBI 
BBBBB 3 BBI 
3 BB aaBBB 


ib aBBBBBaa 
aaflBBB 4 BB 


p aaBBB aBBBB 
iSaaBBBB aBBBB i 
PHflflBB aBBBB 31 
SIBBBBBEJBBB HHfll 
ilBBB aBBBB Hflfll 
aflflfl fiJBBB HBBI 


Lost Week's Cryptocrams 

t. Monkey eyes monk sitting on stool rating banana, rudely grabs it and 
run*. 

2. Look before yoo leap. Plunging bearBong into thins* la riaky and also bad 
for business. 

3. Commerce secretary presents an improved economic recovery a chem e to 
his president. 

4. Many rock gro u p*' nam e* made no sense, like purged ly ri c* . 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

TAA TYNISETONY TNL PTIF KILLS 
UGLLYL YTEMPQUGLY MO IQ E R NGLQS 
US AM TMQEN SE NGL FSSE. —By Lois H. Jones 


2. IZCBRUZB OCDZL 


CIZTMPUCOZ OSZ 


BMORCOMPL ICA PLTA ICDZ MO SCUYZU 


OP BLYZUBOCLY. 

3. IOTWCVR. TSZQBWAWMA 


— By Barbara J. Sags 
ZTR XTC A 


CATOQZ POLY FEW YBQCLKQ SAMLXBWP 


ILWFAO. 

4. 1PXIMC C SCSI KMC 


MUSCLEUP. 


MUHH Ufa.-.IMH f.WHIU UJ.U.Ct . 

annn nnrrm niwnn nrtw,; 
iinrttinnrannri nerirtnunonr; 
iir.mr.innw nnnnii nr.vinran 
nnnn nrmnn nnnn 
nnnrn.m [immdii annomnun 
nr.iriF.iti nonnnnnnnn nr** 
Wifi rmri w’Ttn fjrjnn 
ngr» nrnnPinrnr'it rimmi. 
ncmnnnnn iinntnD rmunttM 
nrtni.in Riwun nonr« 
pmi«.inf.> nnnim nuHnwrran 
i r , m ;;'ii4i:ii'.iiinHnrin mm 
rtrinn nnnu -xm pmo 
non rtrmnnnriMint nnnrffi 
’rofyrmnn n-nnri nn-.rtnn 

: rmrr~nc;i nrjrrnm nnrnnwn 
jn^nnunnonm nnrjnnarvinn 
r.inmi rinonn rinnr-m noun , 
lnnnn nnnn ni'Hifin nnjiu 


— By Gordon Miller 


— By Ed Haddleeoa 

SO UmOH SOP 
UUTT WEEJCS PUZZLE 


owth finr.i 
J.innr.t nriiiri 
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risk to make dreams come true 


By Michael Ferry 

Reuter 

SYDNEY — Christopher 
Columbus, Sir Edmund Htil- 
azy and Scott of the Antarctic 
have all been immortalised 
for risking their necks in pur- 
suit of a dream. 

So what drives someone to 
become an adventurer?' 

" You have to be totally 
Selfish, ” said American Jack 
Boye, a highly decorated 
Vietnam War veteran and 
former Wall Street stock- 
broker who is now on the 
third leg of the Boc challenge 
solo round the world yacht 
race. 

‘“The people that are im- 
portant to you are the ones 
that suffer, but hopefully my 
children will understand 
through what I do that if they 
push their lives a little they 
too can have a good life,” 
Boye told Reuters. 

“Life is only the sum of 
your experiences. It’s not the 
money you’ll have. At the 
end when you die, you die 
alone.” 

Boye’s philosophy has 
been shaped by a remarkable 
life. After giving up a promis- 
ing football career “to see 
what a war was like” be left 


Vietnam four 8nd a half years 
later a commander in the 
airborne infantry with a Sil- 
ver Star and five Bronze 
Stars. 

The wok on Wall Street 
with the same gusto and 
through his stockbroking 
firm, legend Securities, math 

a fortune. But what he saw in 

1987 made him turn bis back 
on the financial worid. 

“After the crash. Wall 
Street became carnivorous, 
every company that was 
going out of business took 
advantage of every opportun- 
ity to try and save itself/’ 
Boye said. 

“IT1 starve before I go back 
there. It is evQ and dishonest 
It sucks. I wasted 20 years of 
my life there. It is a snake 
pit” 

Twenty-five sailors started 
the BOC, a gruelling 7,000 
mile (11,000 kilometres) race 
from Newport, Rhode Island 
in the United States to Cape 
Town in South Africa, Syd- 
ney in Australia, Punta Del 
Este in Uruguay and back to 
Newport 

Three of the 21 sailors left, 
three epitomise especially the 
spirit of adventure the race 
represents, because they are 


not professional sailors. AH 
three — Isabelle Aatissier of 
France, Australian Don 
McIntyre and Boye — have 
entered then first, and maybe 
last BOC, to fulGl a dream. 

*T have wanted to saS 
around the worid since I was 
a Httie gjri” said Anfissfcr, a 
part-time agricultural en- 
gineer. “We need to dream in 
our society becaus e it is not 
so nice or exciting. ” 

‘Ton don't have to be 
superhuman to do these 
things, you just need an in- 
tense desire, ” said Aust ralian 

Don McIntyre, a marine sup- 
plier. 

McIntyre made the Goal 
commitment to compete after 
meeting boyhood boro, Bri- 
tain’s Robin Knox Johnston, 
the first person to sail solo, 
a on-stop round the weld. 

“He was a very ordinary 
person and that made me 
realise if be could do it so 
could I. My only problem was 
money — I bad none.” McIn- 
tyre is $270,000 in debt, after 
sailing the first two legs with- 
out a sponsor. 

Boye was only a last mi- 
nute entry in the BOC, partly 
to raise money for the street 
kids of New York. He has 


already attracted aboar;« 

$25,000 in dotations. 

“Hey, it’s just another ® 
adventure. I am going back 

to start a charity when there* 
a worldwide recession . They:^ 
say it can’t be done. Bulk 
shit,” Boye said. „ ® 

The mixture of self- 
indulgence and altruism --J|| 
5 pm M typical of BOC sailors. 

« The BOC is an incredibly i|| 
materialisti c and capitalistic "\c| 

venture, because you have to JT 
somehow come up with this 
ooss between a sp ac es hip 
and submarine, which costs - ^ 
you fortune, but tt makes you 
realise people are every- ; : ■ 
thing, ” McIntyre said. . 

‘T don't know bow Mag- /■/_. 
pe, my wife, puts up with ft. ; t'. 
The stress is incredible. If T 
had a dollar for every tear she 
has shed I’d be .a mil- 
lionaire.” 

While they admit fear is 
part of the game — “if you’re 
not scared then you’re a 
fool,” Boye says — the 
sailors deny the sole thrill is 
the knowledge they are dic- 
ing with death. 

“You don’t want to risk ' : 
your life — the danger is a jv 
consequence of the cfaaj- f) 
lenge, not the challenge,” 
said Antissier. 
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Thursday, Feb. 14 


1797 — British fleet under 
John Jervis and Horatio Nel- 
son defeat Spanish off Cape 
Saint Vincent. 

1846 — Uprising in Cracow 
Republic spreads swiftly 
throughout Poland. 

1893 — Hawaii is axmexed 
by treaty to the United States. 

1929 — Seven hoodlums, 
rivals of A) Capone gang inys 
Chicago, Illinois , are mur- »•_, 
dered in garage in what, be- jiw 
comes known as “Saint 
Valentine’s Day Massacre. ” 

1943 — Soviet forces recap- 
ture Rostov from Germans in 
Worid War U. 

1950 — Soviet Union and 
China sign 30-year treaty in 
Moscow. 

1956 — Sower Premier 
Nikita Khrushchev denounces 
Joseph Stalin's policies at 
Soviet Communist Party con- 
ference. 

1972 — U.S. trade restric- 
tions against China are 
realxed, putting China on 
same basis as Soviet Union. 

1976 — Nigerian govern- 
ment confirms that nation’s 
bead of state. General Murta- 
la Ramat Muhammad , was 
assassinated at start of 
attempted coup d'etat. 

1978 — U.S. government 
announces plans to sell bil- 
lions of dollars worth of arms 
to Egypt and Saudi Arabia as 
well as to Israel , saying it will 
maintain military balance in 
Middle East. 

1988 — Three officers of 
Yasser Arafat’s mainline 
group in Palestine Liberation 
Organisation are killed in 
Cyprus when their boody- 
trapped car explodes. 

1989 — Belgium’s former 
Prime Minister Paulk Vanden 
Boeynants returns home after 
family pays ransom one 
month after his kidnapping. 

1990 — Indian Airlines pas- 
senger jet crashes on landing, 
kilting 91 people. 

Friday, Feb. IS 

1763 — Peace treaty of 
Hubertusberg between Prus- 


B.C. 


sia and Austria. 

1798 — Roman Republic is 
proclaimed by French after 
capture of Rome, and Pope 
Pins VI refuses to surrender 
temporal power and leaves 
Rome for Valence. 

1806 — Fran co-Prussian 
treaty against Britain, where- 
by Prussia closes her ports to 
British ships. 

1894 — France and Ger- 
many . reach agreement . on 
boundaries .between. French. 
Congo and Cameroons. ■ 

1897 — Allied powers land 
forces on Crete. 

1898 — U.S. battleship 
Maine is blown up in Havana 
Horbour in Cuba. 

1942 — Singapore surren- 
ders to Japanese forces in 
World War J7. 

1944 — U.S. troops com- 
plete reconquest of Solomon 
Islands in Pacific Ocean in 
World War II; Nearly 1,000 
British bombers pound Ber- 
lin, Germany. 

1965 — China’s Foreign 
Minister Chen Yi says in Pek- 
ing that peaceful coexistence 
with United .States is out of 
the question. 

1973 — United States and 
Cuba sign agreement calling 
for prosecution or extradition 
of hijackers of airplanes and 
ships. 

1978 — Agreement is 
announced in Rhodesia to 
bring blacks into key roles in 
government of Prime Minister 
Ian Smith. 

1986 — Philippines Nafion- 
al Assembly officially proc- 
laims Ferdinand Marcos as 
president for another six 
years, after all opposition 
members walk out in protest 

1988 — Austria’s President 
Kurt Waldheim, accused of 
having Nazi past, flatly rejects 
widespread calls for his res- 
ignation. 

1989 — Afghan guerrilla 
leaders propose plan for in- 
terim government as Soviet 
Union ends nine-year military 
intervention in Afghanistan. 

1990 — Britain and Argen- 
tina restore diplomatic rela- 
tions, broken off during the 
1982 Falkland Islands War. 


Saturday , Feb . 16 

1808 — France invades 
Spain. 

1871 — Franco-Prussi&n 
war ends in defeat for France. 

1873 — Republic is proc- 
laimed in Spain. 

1918 — England’s port of 
Dover is bombarded by Ger- 
man submarine in World War 
I. 

1933 Czechoslovakia, 0 . 


opening talks on ending the 
group’s guerilla war against 
apartheid. 

Sunday , Feb. 17 

1568 — Turkey's Sultan 
Selim II makes peace with 
Holy Roman Emperor Max- 
imilian n. 

1670 — France signs defend 
sive alliance with Bavaria. 

. 1720 — . Peace, treaty be- 


. Romania -and : Yugoslavia, -^.ti^eep , Quadruple Alliance 
fearing German threats, {vflod Spain • i&>signed. ^ 
reorganise little entente with 1813 — Prussia’s Frederick 


permanent council. 

1942 German submarines 
tire upon oil refineries in Aru- 
ba, Dutch West Indies, daring 
Worid War 27. 

1945 — Massive U.S. air 
raids on Tokyo begin in 
Worid War II. 

1953 — South Africa insti- 
tutes emergency powers 
under public safety bill. 

1959 — Fidel Castro be- 
comes premier of Cuba. 

1962 — Anti-government, 
riots break out in George- 
town, British Guiana. 

1970 — Moscow says Arab 
nations will get “necessary 
support” from Soviet Union 
in their conflict with Israel. 

19 77 — Anglican 
archbishop of Uganda and 
two government ministers are 
arrested in alleged plot to 
overthrow Ugandan President 
Idi Amin _ 

1978 — Japan and China 
sign $20 billion trade pact in 
Peking. 

1986 — French warplanes 
bomb Libyan airfield in north- 
ern Chad used as support cen- 
tre for rebels in their offensive 
against President Hissene 
Habre’s government. 

1988 — At /east 5 people 
arc killed and 10 wounded 
when two hand grenades ex- 
plode at crowded Hindu tem- 
ple daring major festival. 

1989 — Barrage of rockets 
hits two Afghan cities after 
last Soviet troops leave 
Afghanistan. 

1990 — African National 
Congress says it is willing to 
meet with South African Pres- 
ident F. W. de Klerk to discu ss 


1813 — Prussia’s Frederick 
Willian m declares war on .■ 
France. 

1852 — Eepress/ve mea- ~ 
sures are adopted in France , 
including press censorship. 

1897 — Britain rejects Au- 
stro -Russian proposal for 
blockade of Piraeus in 
Greece. 

1916 — British and French 
forces complete capture of 
Germany’s African colony of 
Cameroon during World War 

1934 — Belgium's King ik 
Albert I is killed while moun- - 
tain climbing. 

1936 — Anglo-Irish trade 
pact ends tariff war. 

1944 — U.S. forces attack 
Japanese at Eniwetok Atoll in 
Pacific in World War 27. 

1965 — U.S. spacecraft ~ 
Ranger 8 is launched from 
Cape Kennedy. Florida , and 
makes crash-landing on moon 
three days later after sending-- 
back more than 7,000 pic- 
tures. 

1988 — Gunmen kidnap 
U.S. Marine officer serving 
with United Naiions - 
peacekeeping force in South - r 
Lebanon. 

1989 — Muslims dmons- 
crate asking death for Salman 
Rushdie , author of novel- 
“ The Satanic Verses” which 
they consider blasphemous to 
Islam. 

1990 — East Germany 
announces it will tear down a "■ 
600-foot section of the Berlin'-' 
Wall near the Brandenburg - 
Gate, which will be the first 
section with no official con - " : ^ 
fro/s. 

% The Associated Press • 1 
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Elvis ‘king of the 


eats 9 Presley goes on sale in China 
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By Janet Snyder 
Reuter 

PEKING — Practically the 
only place on Earth Elvis Pre- 
sley has not been “sighted" is 
in China. 

It is also virtually the only 
place where the king of rock 
‘o’ roll’s records have never 
been officially released. 

That changed on Jan. 22 
when Elvis records appeared 
in shops in Peking and Shan- 
ghai for the first time. 

The Western promoters of 
the record release said their 
aim in bringing Elvis to the 
Chinese was to have an im- 
pact on the future face of 
music in the world’s most 
populous country. 

Elvis is not entirely an un- 
known in the capita] of Com- 
munist China The U.S. sin - 


rj li/",' 




ger r known to his Chinese 
fans as " king of the cats, ’’ has 
won a cult following despite 
decades of ideological bans , 
record burnings and anti- 
Western purges. 

" Everybody knows (the 
song) Love Me Tender, ” one 
young aficionado said. 

“ Elvis is amazing , ” be enth- 
used over the debut China 
release of Elvis’s Golden Hits, 
the 1958 classic featuring Jail- 
house Rock , All Shook Up 
and Heartbreak Hotel. 

In the 1950s and 60s , when 
Elvis was at his peak, China 
was in the throes of anti- 
Western campaigns. During 
the xenophobia of the 1966-76 
Cultured Revolution, Elvis 
fans who bad managed to 
obtain his records saw them 
rooted out and set ablaze by 
rampaging Red Guards. 


“ China is one of the few 
places in the world Elvis 
hasn’t been released," said 
Anders Nelsson, managing 
director of BMG Padtic Ltd. 
the Hong Kong company that 
released the Elvis records in 
China. 

Since Elvis died in 1977 a 
steady stream of fans from all 
over tiie world have made the 
pilgrimage to his palatial 
Memphis mansion. Grace- 
land. Some refuse to believe 
be is really dead. 

Hundreds of Elvis ” 'sight- 
ings ” have been reported 
around the world and now 
that Elvis is big in China local 
wits predict that it is only a 
matter of time before some- 
one claims to have seen him 
“ alive and well ” in Manchur- 
ia. 

Nelsson persuaded Elvis’s 


widow, Priscilla, and bis 
estate executors to give their 
blessing to the China release. 

“ She was very enthusiastic 
that I was working on getting 
Elvis into China." Nelsson 
said. “ I was .impressed that 
she wanted the legend * pre- 
sented in the right light rather 
than just for bucks. ” 

Nelsson said he chose the 
Golden Hits album as the 
debut offering because the 
young, handsome Elris was 
then at bis best. 

Selling Elvis has been easy 
because he is already widely 
known , be said. 

The first run of 20,000 tapes 
sold out in six days , and a 
second scheduled run of 
30,000 is already presold, 
said Kenny Bloom, president 
of BMG’s China license KB 
Communications. 


“ You've got to sell 40,000 
to 50,000 to make it worth- 
while," be said. " We’ve 
already broken even. The rest 
is gravy." 

The Elvis tape, manufac- 
. tured in China , sells for nine 
yuan ($1.73). Elvis collectors 
from all over the world have 
telephoned BMG clamouring 
for tapes with the Chinese 
packaging, Nelsson said. 

Other BMG artists whose 
tapes are appearing in China 
include Lionel Richie and 
wbitney bouston. 

One big reason for distri- 
buting Elvis in China was a 
sense of mission . Nelsson 
said. 

Reared in Hong Kong after 
bis Swedish missionary pa- 
rents were expelled from Chi-, 
na in 1949, the pony-tailed 
businessman said he always 


wanted the Chinese to rock to 
Elvis’s music. 

“ Release Elvis and other 
foreign artists will have a 
tremendous musical influence 
in China," Bloom said. 
"There were a lot of kids 
coming up, many of them 
classically trained. 

“We're releasing the best of 
tbe best here. When you’re 
only releasing a dozen (fore- 
ign) albums a year, you have 
to be careful what you pick. ” 

BMG is the only foreign 
record company with a full- 
time presence in China, Nels- 
son said. 

The company hopes to 
make an impact with Chinese 
artists. 

“We 're here to stay — sign- 
ing up local talent, paying 
royalties to song writers, " he 
said. 
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China’s first soap opera reminds viewers of real life 




By Kathy Wilhelm 

The Associated Press 

PEKING — A family is riven- 
by bitterness decades old. Sec- 
ret lovers find the child' they 
gave away long ago. A woman 
is half-paralysed by an accident 
before she can grasp her first 
real chance at happiness. 

These are a few of the plot 
twists in Expectations, China 's . 
first soap opera, which has 
kept millions glued to televi- 
sion sets for weeks. 

It has struck a chord in a 
nation where real life often has 
resembled a soap opera. Di- 
vided families, thwarted ro- 
mances, marriages of conveni- 
ence and unjust arrests were. 
common in tbe political up- 
heavals of the 1950s, ’60s and 
70s. 

Tbe actors in Expectations 
are objects of mass adulation. 
Young men talk dreamily of 
, haiing a wife like Liu Huifang, 
the gentle, i 'sedf-sacrifidng 
heroine who isStruck by»BScar • *’ 


and left unable to walk. 

She and the other characters 
are analysed in scholarly 
forums, in newspapers and 
.over dinner tables. Meetings 
that conflict with episodes of 
Expectations are poorly 
attended. 

During the stars' visit to a 
Peking factory, workers 
crowded so closely around 
their car that they broke the 
windows. Such star fever is 
extremely rare in China, where 
the only fan clubs are for mod- 
el workers and soldiers. 

Producer Zheng Xiaolong 
said senior Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping's office recent- 
ly requested a video of tbe 
series. A Shanghai newspaper 
said Communist Party chief 
Jiang Zemin and Premier Li 
Peng watched the show and 
gave it high marks. 

The makers of Expectations 
are stupified. and exhausted, 
by the enthusiasm. 

■ "We didn’t expect this at 
’ all: ’Li'' Xisfomihgi ‘the • head 1 •• 
* scrip t writer:- » said ' before 


dashing off to yet another 
meeting about the programme. 

As Li left. Zheng explained: 
"The Ministry of Commerce is 
having a meeting today. 
Tomorrow, the Ministry of 
Public Security will have one. 
We have these activities every 
day and have to give interviews 
besides. We shouldn’t accept 
these invitations. I don't have 
enough time. " 

The response is an even 
greater surprise in the climate 
of public apathy evident since 
June 1989, when the army 
crushed a democracy move- 
ment that millions of ordinary 
Chinese had joined or cheered 
on. 

Peking residents, in particu- 
lar. have remained indifferent 
to government efforts to stir up 
interest in arts festivals, the- 
Asian Games . public cleanup 
drives and almost any collec- 
tive activity. 

"This is a made-up story, ” 
Li said of the soap opera, "but - v 
r wfien Chinese jwatcff’it,' they''-' 
think it’s true. ‘They ask, ‘the ’ 


people you wrote about, who 
are they in real life'?." 

He said many people asked 
if he was the model for Luo 
Gang, whose romance was 
destroyed by tbe tumult of the 
far-left Cultural Revolution in 
the 1960s. 

" But when they see how old 
1 am. they drop that idea," Li 
said, laughing. He is 34. mak- 
ing him 10 when the Cultural 
Revolution began. 

Other fans wrote to say the 
story resembled their lives or 
those of people they knew. 

Many wanted episodes 
shown every night. Television 
stations in most major cities 
showed two episodes a night 
several nights a week, and 
some already are showing it a 
second time. 

Expectations follows the Liu 
and Wang families from the 
1960s. when they deck their 
homes with posters of Chair- 
man Mao Tsetung. to the 
1980s, when they dress smart- 
ly, study* English 'and' grapple . 
with the new’ prosperity and 


corruption. 

The Wangs are intellectuals 
scattered by the Cultural Re- 
volution — the father to a 
labour camp, the physician 
daughter to the countryside , 
the student son to a factory. 

Wang Hush eng. the son. 
meets Liu Huifang. who works 
in his factory, and marries her 
to improve his class status. 

She has adopted a baby 
found in the countryside, 
ostensibly and orphan but 
actually the illegitimate child 
of Wang’s physician sister. 
Thus the plot thickens. 

"People like it because it’s 
* about ordinary people," a 
young journalist said. "People 
in the show speak, dress and 
live like people they know." 

Most Chinese programmes 
either clothe and house their 
characters far better than aver- 
age people or glorify poverty 
as patriotic. 

"It’s not political. Every- 
thing else is," an electrician 
said when asked why he watch 
ed the show. 


Zheng and Li said they de- 
liberately kept their focus on 
the lives and loves of the char- 
acters rather than political 
issues, even though the Cultu- 
ral Revolution is the plot's 
dramatic engine. 

“We didn't write about Liu 
Huifang having a revolution in 
her soul. “ Zheng said dryly. 

Li said the message was that 
life and love go on despite 
political turmoil. It is a mes- 
sage to which Chinese can re- 
late in 1991 as they wait warily 
for their aging leaders to die 
and new ones to struggle to the 
fore. 

Even in the worst days of the 
Cultural Revolution, Li said, 

“ workers and peasants lived a 
poor life and had great mental 
pressure, but ... they still had 
fun on holidays, they still got 
married and gave birth. 

'.'In the midst of great catas- 
..trophe, there always is a-bit of 
joy. This is the human, condi-— 
tion. " 


Mozzamania strikes big as Britain fetes Mozart 


By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain has a 
new cultural fetish, and bis 
name is Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart. 

“ Mozzamania proc- 
laimed the headline of a two- 
page feature in tbe Indepen- 
dent On Sunday, chronicling 
the activity to honour tbe 
upcoming bicentennial of the 
composer’s death on Dec. 5, 
1791. 

The tabloid Daily Mail 
headlined its contribution, 
“Mi ozza, the start who in- 
vented groupies,” and said 
the composing genius bad an 
” offstage lifestyle which 
made the Rolling Stones 
seem like choirboys 

The term “Mozza” is a 
tabloid invention picking op 


coigne — England's soccer 
star in tbe 1990 World Cup. 

This year, said the Daily 
Mail, symphonies, not soc- 
cer, are in. “Forget it, Gaz- 
za,” wrote journalist David 
Roper. “Kindly leave the 
stage and welcome tbe perso- 
nality who will dominate 1991 
more than any other. ” 

London has no plan similar 
to New York’s * ’Mozart 
Bicentennial at Lincoln Cen- 
tre,” which aims to perform 
every work the composer 
ever wrote. But tbe legen- 
dary (and prolific) Austrian 
nonetheless looks set to 
dominate tbe year’s cultural 
output, as theatres, galleries, 
and concert balls all pay 
homage. 

Mozart will be the only 
composer this summer at tbe 
Tony Gtyndeboume Opera 
House, south of London. On 


May 24 conductor Simon 
Rattle and director Trevor 
Nunn open a new production 
of Corn Fan Tutte. Tbe duo 
previously collaborated on 
a landmark staging ofpor- 
gy And Bess in 1986. 

Nicholas Hytner, director 
of tbe Broadway-bound 
musical Miss Saigon, will 
stage the infrequently per- 
formed La QemeozaDi Tito, 
opening on June 28. Revivals 
of Le Nozzc Di Figaro, The 
Magic Flute, Idomeneo, and 
Don Giovanni round out the 
Glyndeboume season. 

At tbe English National 
Opera, Mozart has helped 
raise attendance otherwise 
depressed by the company’s 
“20-phis” line-up of exclu- 
sively 20th-century operas. 

Tbe exceptions — Cost Fan 
Tutte, tbe Magic Flute, and 
Don Giovanni — can all be 


counted on to attract more 
operagoers than commercial- 
ly risky modem selections 
like Aribert Reimann’s Lear 
and Stravinsky's Oedipus 
Rex. 

London has already this 
year hosted two releavant 
stage productions. France’s 
Theatre De L ’Unite brought 
Mozart Au Chocolat, a per- 
formance piece in which wig- 
ged sections of tbe audience 
sipped hot chocolate. 

Tbe Actors Touring Com- 
pany is traveling Britain 
through April with Mozart 
And Salieri, a “dramatic fan- 
tasy” about the relationship 
between Mozart and the 
court composer Antonio 
Salieri. That same dynamic 
fuelled Peter Shaffer’s play 
Amadeus and its subsequent 
Oscar-winning film version. 

Tbe Royal Academy of 


Arts has issued a Mozart 
portfolio of six original 
artist’s prints. Of primary in- 
terest is Tom Phillips’s 
etching On Mozart, which 
argues that the artist has been 
forgotten amid tbe tide of 
"statues and festivals and 
postcards and marzipan 
sweets.” 

Across town at tbe Barbi- 
can. starting on Feb. 14, is 
the exhibition ’Mozart in art, 
1900-1990.” It features over 
170 works by 50 artists from 
Paul Klee and Roaul Dufy to 
Robert Indiana and David 
Hockney. 

Lest this attention be seen 
to feed a distorted myth, tbe 
British have been examining 
that, too. 

Mid- January saw the 
Channel 4 show J'Accuse: 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 
in which various widely held 


beliefs about tbe composer’s 
life were put on trial. Among 
tbe conclusions — no, be was 
not poisoned, nor was he 
poor. 

A lengthy profile in the 
daily Independent newspaper 
concluded that Mozart to 
some extent resists our best 
investigations: “ Mozart will 
remain a mysterious figure 
not because he saw a lot of 
doctors, not because be used 
four-letter words, ... (but) for 
something else besides: An 
elusive thrilling beauty for 
which no word exists but 
Mozartean. ” 

And for those bored by 
music, there’s always bil- 
liards. 

'Mozart was the best bil- 
liards player in Europe, ” 
claimed a brochure for a re- 
cent weekend of billiards at 
the Barbican. 


on “ Gazza ” — Paul Gas - 


Pavarotti in Met Opera revival of Verdi’s Luisa Miller 
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By Daniel J. Wakin 

The Associated Press 


. . NEW YORK — Giuseppe 

-■ Verdi's lesser-known Ixtisa 

. Miller has returned to the 
. Metropolitan Opera with a 

very well-known tenor. 

At opening night, L ucian o 
Pavarotti as Rodolfo was 
ever more himself — hand- 
wringing, gasping with emo- 
A ! tiew, powerful and immobile. 
Soprano Kalten Esperian, in 
the titJc role in place of Susan 
Dunn, was committed and 
convincing in conception but 
vocally a tittle pushed. 

h was; however, die oper- 
a’s pat of honour-obsessed 
fitfbeiF, sung by Leo Nuoa 
and Paul PBsiika, who stood 

out 

' j..r. That’s not easy to do with 



tbe cavernous sets and gray- 
black-brown colour scheme 
of this austere 1968 produc- 
tion. The central room in 
Count Walter’s castle is im- 
mense and neo-gothic-the 
•boose of the old soldier. Mil- 
ler, is barn-tike and beamed. ■ 

A ce rtain impersonality of 
tfagmg dashes with the oper- 
a’s more nature and 

themes , which point toward 
La Truviata, Rigoletto and B 
Trovatore. 

Ltrisa , based an Friedrich- 
Schiller's late 18th century 
play Intrigue And Love, is- 
the last work but one before 
those three operas and serves 

as a t ransi tion between Ver- 
dTs early and middle periods. 
Its wry**”* are a father’s 
love for his daughter, the 

dasb of social stations and 


love across dass lines. 

The plot involves two sets 
of parent and child: Miller 
and daughter Luisa, and 
Count Walter and son Rodol- 
fo. The fly in tbe ointment is 
Worm (one of opera’s best 
villainous names), Walter's 
chief henchman. 

Rodolfo and Luisa love 
each other. Worm also Loves 
Luisa, but Miller won't bear 
of such a match. Walter 
wants bis son to many tbe 
Dutchess of Ostheim for her 
money and station, but 

Rodolfo won't bear of that 

The count imprisons Mil- 
ler, and Worm forces Luisa 
to write a letter declaring her 
love for Wurm. The letter is 
quickly leaked to Rodolfo, 
and driven to distraction, he 
poisons Luisa and himself. 


Their death throes allow her 
enough time to reveal the 
letter was false, and Rodolfo 
enough time to skewer 
Wurm. 

Some of the opera’s most 
effective scenes are between 
tbe parents and children, just 
as so many similar scenes by 
Verdi. Rigoletto comes im- 
mediately to mind. Could it 
have had anything? 

Nucci brought out the com- 
plexity of Miller’s character. 
His tenderness and devotion 
to Tjriesi gam e through in tbe 

opera’s very first scene, when 
be tells Worm that Luisa’s 
choice of a husband cannot 
be forced in musical phrases 
which moved lyrically for- 
ward. He brought a noble 
tone in telling Luisa never to 
prostrate herself before any- 


one but God when Walter is 
about to arrest him. 

Mishka’s performance was 
wonderfully world-weary. 
Walter is a man who killed a 
cousin for his position and 
probably survived a bit of 
adversity himself. Plishka 
communicated those years of 
intrigue through tbe quality 
of bis voice. 

Pavarotti, his girth always 
well-draped, was' the drama- 
tic equivalent of tbe haystack 
in Miller's bouse, particularly 
in tbe Gist act and a half. 

Tbe tenor didn’t really 
seem that involved with tbe 
drama until his classic aria, 
“ Quando Le Sere A1 Placi- 
do ” in the second act Here 
be delivered tbe goods — 
passionate intensify — and all 


tbe gasps, sobs and throat- 
catches that go with it. 

Tbe audience responded 
with tbe cheers and applause 
it bad been waiting to give. 
There were other moments of 
the Pavarotti thrill, such as 
bis soaring phrase to Luisa at 
act I s end: "It is I. your 
husband." 

The opera’s truly great 
scenes are in tbe last act, and 
there Pavarotti was powerful 
in bis poison ing- 
recrimination-reconciliation 
scene with Luisa. 

Conductor Nello Santi 
directed the act in one arc, 
moving things along where 
they bad to go and lingering 
when that was called for. 
Musically, be was a strong 
force. 


Shirley Horn — 
doing what 
comes naturally 


By Charles J. Gans 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — While pop 
music has its artificial fla- 
vours of tbe month, jazz sin- 
ger-pianist Shirley Horn uses 
only all-natural ingredients. 

During her 30-year career, 
her timeless music has made 
no concessions to passing 
fads or fancies. She has ac- 
quired near-colt status among 
.her fellow jazz artists as a 
master interpreter of the 
American song who’s equally 
accomplished as a vocalist 
and instrumentalist. 

The public recognition she 
deserves has been slow. But 
in the past few years, helped 
by two well-received albums 
for the verve-polygram label, 
the 5 6-year ‘'old- grand- 
mother’s career "has 
flourished. • -- 

"Pure" and "natural” are 
the adjectives she chooses to 
describe her music. In per- 
son, she is soft-spoken, ele- 
gant and dignified. Stic uses 
silence and understatement 
to make her points, much tbe 
same way as she plays music. 

“ I don’t think there’s a 
category for me, " she said in 
a recent interview. “I tike to 
be referred to as a good 
singer of good songs in good 
taste.” 

The past year has been full 
.of triumphs. 

She performed at major 
jazz festivals in Switzerland, 
Holland and Chicago. She 
also made her movie debut 
ringin g the standard “I Can’t 
Get Started backed by 
Wynton Narsalis’ Band, in 
the 61m Tune In Tomorrow. 
Strictly as an instrumentalist, 
she recorded a soon-to-be 
released album with Carmen 
McRae — tbe first time she 
has ever accompanied 
another singer on a re- 
cording. 

But the biggest thrill of all, 
she says, was recording her 
new verve album last summer 
with some of the musicians 
she calls “my favourite 
people. ” 

Trumpeter Miles Davis is 
featured on the title track — 
the jazz ballad “ You Won’t 
Forget Me" — in a rare 
appearance as a sideman. 
Her ties to Davis go bade to 
1962 when tbe trumpeter 
brought her to New York 
City to open for bis group at 
the Village Vanguard . 

“Maybe 25 years ago, I 
. said that one day I want yon 
to record this tune with me, 
and I. carried this song all 
those years because I heard 
him doing it," Horn said. 

Marsalis ’ bluesy -trumpet is 
spotlighted on the track 
“Don’t Let The Sun Catch 
You Cryin’.” Brother Bran- 
ford Marsalis’ soft tenor sax- 
ophone tan be heard on a 
slow tempo version of tbe 
ca/ssvc "It Had To Be You,” 
and Belgian harmonica play- 
er-guitarist Toots Thielemans 
appears on two tracks, in- 
ducting a duet with Horn on 
the gentle ballad “Beautiful 
Love.” 

The album also features 


musidans from Horn’s native 
Washington, D.C.: Tenor 
saxophonist Buck Hill , and 
tbe long-time members of her 
trio — bassist Charles Abies 
and drummer Steve Wil- 
liams. 

“The special idea for this 
album was that these are 
songs that I identify with 
these people,” said Horn , 
who arranges her own mate- 
rial. “It was a beautiful ex- 
perience.” 

Marsalis described his re- 
cording session with Horn as 
a special experience. 

“I learned a lot from her, " 
the trumpeter said in an in- 
terview between sets at New 
York’s Blue Note Club. 
"She’s very relaxed when she 
records. Her approach to re- 
cording is very natural. 

“I have a deep respect for 
-her musicianship. ... She’s 
always ready to play , and die 
has a great sense of humour. 
Her music is very sensual and 
it swings. She has a great 
sense of phrasing. ” 

For Horn, the lyric comes 
fist and then the melody 
because her main goal is to 
tell a story with each song. 
Nat “King” Cole , who like 
Horn started as a pianist be- 
fore turning to singing, was 
an important influence. She 
admired him for “the ease 
with which he sings and tells a 
story and paints a picture.” 

As a pianist, she listened to 
Errol Garner, Ahmad Jamal 
and Oscar Peterson , among 
others. She also heard all the 
great singers — Lena Home, 
Carmen McRae, Sarah 
Vaughan and Billie Holiday. 

Horn’s career in music 
dates back to when her 
music-loving mother started 
her in piano lessons at age 4. 
In her late teens, Horn en- 
tered a special music studies 
programme at Howard, and 
began playing piano several 
evenings a week at a 
Washington dinner dub. 

Her jazz education came at 
local jazz dubs, where she 
played during intermissions. 
*7 have no regrets that I 
didn’t become a classical 
pianist, ” she said. “I love the 
music I play. I like to say 
Oscar Peterson was my Rach- 
maninoff and Ahmad Jamal 
my Debussy." 

After some early successes, 
she put her career more or 
less on hold in tbe 1960s to 
marry and raise her daughter , 
Rainy, re-emerging on the 
jazz scene 1980s. 

She made her European 
debut at the North Sea Jazz 
Festival in Holland in 1981 , 
and later recorded four 
albums for tbe Danish stee- 
plechase label. In 1987 , Poly- 
gram’s Executive Producer 
Richard Seidel beard her at a 
small New York dub and 
. signed her for the label. 

Her first two verve albums, 

■ “I Thought About You" and 
“Close Enough For Love " 
were well received by critics 
and made Billboard’s tunes. 

u There are so many 
wonderful standars that 
didn't get a chance." Horn 
said. 


Health » S- Medicine 


Top researcher 
says AIDS vaccine 
5 years away 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY -FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14-15, 1991 


Bulgarian hospitals battle lack of funds, medicine 


PA RIS (AP) — France's lead- 
ing AIDS researcher has said 
■ that he does not foresee a 
vaccine against the deadly dis- 
ease for at least Five more 
years. 

“I think the main way to 
prevent / 'OS is through 
education . " Prof. Luc Mon- 
■tugnier told a luncheon of 
' English and American jour- 
nalists in Paris. 

• vVe have made some prog- 
ress. but we have no definitive 
'answer yet." he said ol pros- 
pects for a vaccine. 

Mongragnier said he was 
■pursuing unpopular research 
to link the AIDS virus with 
bucteria-like organisms 
known as Mycoplasma s. 

"Up to now. Mycoplasmas 
-were not taken very seriously 
' because they were nor the 
cause of serious disease . " 
Montagnier told the Anglo- 
American Press Association. 

He said he believes Myco- 
' plasmas could be an activating 
agent for the "sleeping" virus 
\iiong with other substances 
he did not specify. 

Montagnier. who heads the 
Pasteur Institute's team cre- 
dited with the co-discovery of 
the HIV virus, has been 
studying the possible role of 
Mycoplasmas for the past year 
and u half. 

Work published in the De- 
cember issue of the French 
Academv of Sciences Journal 


suggests that Mycoplasmas 
may work with the virus to 
produce the symptoms of Ac- 
quired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS). 

Mycoplasmas are common . 
known organisms which . in 
contrast to the AIDS virus , 
can be treated with antibio- 
tics. 

The international commun- 
ity has remained skeptical ab- 
out a possible connection be- 
tween the virus and Mycoplas- 
mas. 

"If you find something new. 
you have not only to Find it 
but to sell it." Montagnier 
said, "f am in the same way 
now with my Mycoplasma as 
in 1983." 

He was referring to his 
claim of discovery of the 
AIDS virus. Montagnier and 
U.S. scientist Robert C. Gallo 
of the National Cancer Insti- 
tute share credit for discover- 
ing the virus, but the French 
have long claimed they disco- 
vered if First, publishing in- 
formation on it m 19S3. one 
year before the American 
ream. 

Following a lengthy court 
battle, the U.S. and French 
teams now share royalties on 
an AIDS test, but Montagnier 
said the Pasteur Institute has 
not yet directly proFited from 
the arrangement. So far. the 
money has been used to pay 
legal bills, he said. 


Childhood leukemia 
linked to certain 
power lines and 
appliances 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Chil- 
dren may face twice the risk of 
getting leukemia if they live 
~;wear power lines, frequently 
me hair dryers or watch black- 
■; and-white television, says a 
study sponsored by Electric 
■; Utilities . 


• The findings offer “ con - 

• ’-steerable support for a re/a- 
' tionship between children’s 

electrical appliance use and 
leukemia risk." said a sum- 
mary of the study by the 
f '-University of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 

- • Yet. in a seemingly contra- 
' -dictory finding , the unpub- 
. fished . preliminary study 
found no link between the 
>it children’s risk of getting the 
/-blood cancer and the actual 
•; electrical fields measured in 
-their bedrooms. 

The researchers found 
slight increases in leukemia 
risk were associated with exp- 
osure to magnetic fields in 
the bedroom and to chil- 
^ dren’s use of curling irons 
'■ and electric blankets. But 
’.those correlations weren't 
statistically significant. 
v' The University of Southern 
:! California (USC) study of 
1)464 Los Angeles Country 
. -.‘children age 10 and younger 
; .was considered important be- 
^ cause it was financed by the 
*' Electric Power Research In- 
■j stitute, which has been skep- 
^tical of earlier studies linking 
Xcahcer to electromagnetic 
‘fields 

/■. The institute, however. 

.said no single study can settle 
'/the controversy oyer electric- 
'al and magnetic fields, which 
'/are emitted by every wire and 
.'device chat carries current. 
/. Dr. John Peters, director 
.‘of USC's Occupational 
■ '..Health Division, outlined his 
/ team's preliminary findings 
''during a closed-door scien- 
)tific meeting in Carmel. 

'' But . in an unusual step, the 
' r , institute released summaries 
* of Peter’s findings. 

■'/. Half the children in Peter’s 
*?tudy developed leukemia 
•" between 1980 and 1987. They 

• ‘-'were compared with a similar 
group of children without 

_ leukemia. Their parents were 


interviewed and scientists 
measured household electro- 
magnetic fields. 

The study found children 
who lived closest to neigh- 
bourhood power lines were 
up to 2.5 times more likely to 
suffer leukemia, consistent 
with earlier studies con- 
ducted in Colorado. 

However, the risk was still 
low. The rate of leukemia 
was 2.5 cases per 20.000 chil- 
dren among those living near 
power lines, compared with 
the natural rate of one leuke- 
mia case per 20,000 children. 

Frequent use of hair dryers 
and black-and-white televi- 
sions also increased leukemia 
risk, but the study didn ’t say 
by how much. 

A source quoted by the 
San Francisco Chronicle said 
the risk was about doubled. 
Black-and-white TVs may 
tend to be older than colour 
TVs and thus leak stronger 
magnetic fields, he said. 

However, the results may 
be flawed because parents of 
children with leukemia might 
be more likely to remember 
previous exposure to ap- 
pliances they suspect may 
have contributed to the dis- 
ease, the institute said. 

The USC summary said the 
links between leukemia and 
power lines and appliances is 
only a correlation, not proof 
that leakemia . is caused by 
such sources. 

Several studies in recent 
years found links between 
proximity to larger, high-cur- 
rent electric lines and to 
slightly increased risks, of 
leukemia and brain cancer in 
children and electrical 
workers. 

In December, a draft re- 
port by the Environmental 
Protection Agency said the 
evidence was adequate to jus- 
tify more research. 


By Roland Prinz 

' The Associated Press 

SOMA — Decades of Com- 
munist rule and the breakup 
of the Soviet trade bloc have 
left this nation with a health 
care system that, like its eco- 
nomy, is gravely ill. 

Hospitals lack money , 
equipment and even basics as 
cotton swabs or aspirin. 

Health Minister Ivan Chcr- 
nozemski has called the situa- 
tion “ catastrophic An offi- 
dal overseeing foreign aid 
warns that unless help arrives 
this month, some patients 
will die as a result of the 
problems. 

To add to its woes, Bulgar- 
ia has been forced by contract 
to export badly needed medi- 
cines to the Soviet Union. 
Meanwhile , it has received 
some barely useful foreign 
medical aid, including Amer- 
ican equipment dating from 


the Korean War. 

At Bulgaria’s largest 
emergency medical centre, 
Pirogov, 600 doctors work 
under dismal conditions. Pa- 
tients who can’t fit into 
crowded wards are kept in 
under-heated corridors. Cot- 
ton swabs are not to be 
found. 

The 2^00-staff hospital is 
a prominent victim of de- 
cades of mismanagement and 
now-empty government cof- 
fers. 

“ This hospital has no 
budget this year ... We work 
as if be were on the barri- 
cades.” Dr. Emil Takov, de- 
puty bead of tire complex , 
said in a recent interview. 
“ We live from one day to the 
other.” 

Parliament has yet to pass 
a 1991 budget, so there is no 
budget for the Health Minis- 
try , or for Bulgaria's sick. 

The situation in other hos- 
pitals is no better, said 


Takov . An lack medication 
and up-to-date equipment, 
and none can afford to boy 
them in the West. 

Bulgaria , like its Eastern 
European neighbours, has 
been undergoing social and 
political reform in the past 
year. The Communist Party 
that ruled postwar Bulgaria 
has been renamed the Social- 
ist Party and now is part of a . 
coalition government led by 
an independent premier. 

The current health care 
and economic crises partly 
stems from die disintegration 
of Comecon , the Soviet-led 
trading bloc in which the East 
Bloc received cheap Soviet 
energy and raw material in 
exchange for products. 

Bulgaria is now gripped by 
its worst-ever economic ai- 
ds. Energy , food and other 
basic items are rationed, in 
short supply or unavailable. 


Pood prices rose five to seven 
fold on Feb. 1. 

Chernozemski, the health 
minister, sate in the interview 
that Bulgarians most now pay 
in hard currency for Soviet 
medicine. The situation in 
Bulgarian hospitals was “like 
in a war,” he said. 

u If we don’t receive aid in 
the next 1 5-20 days, people 
who need treatment w HI begin 
to die , ** Pctko ' simeonov , 
director of the Agency for 
Foreign Aid, told reporters 
recently . 

* Bulgaria can only hope 
for (foreign) ate, because ab- 
out $120 milli on is needed to 
buy necessary medicines and 
another $30 milli on is re- 
quired for raw materials for 
the pharmaceutical enter- 
prises,” Simeonov said. 

Ironically, under an agree- 
ment Bulgaria cannot afford 
to break, it has to export to 
the Soviet Union medicines 


' ~~ flnr c th *rre- 

lo seven worth over $500 million to i^ffamofies amount to sheer 


obtain crude od. But Sowct 

o*7 deliveries have stagnated 
during the last two months. 

MSka Yunova, a director 
ofMediphama, a state com- 
pany overseeing medical im- 
ports, sate hospitals lacked 
insulin and had only 
Bulgariantmade antibiotics, 
which are below Western 
standards. 

“We don’t have any con- 
tracts for (foreign) medicines 
so for this year,” she said. 


Zhelev appealed for help 
when be visited the United 
States in November, but bad 
received no response. 

Another problem is that 
many ' young doctors are 
among the estimated 80,000 
mostly educated people who 
have emigrated in the past 
year. 

Some small amounts of 
partly private ate has come 
from Greece, Switzerland . 


ana ijcrmavj. - cheer 
tiet supplies amount to sbeer 

- s. 

said. 

Much of the M 

equipment — incI °f t f 
stretchers, sheets , P 1 **** 

sheets and bed pans -7 

outdated and some <X* was 

unusable, Takov sate. ‘Toe 
scalpels were rusty. They 
could not be used at all. 

Although be said bis hos- 
pital received valuable aid 
from fiance, he said Ger- 
many, Holland, Fiance and 
Israel have shipped poorly 
parked or outdated medi- 
cines or half-empty pillboxes. 

“We wonder if tins is the 
real r ffffoning 1 of humani tarian 
aid, and if it is, we don’t need 
it/ Takov said. 




Researchers identify protein in Alzheimer’s disease 


By Paul Recer 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A pro- 
tein molecule that plays a 
role in the development of 
Alzheimer’s disease has been 
identified as an abnormal 
form of a natural protein in 
the brain, and researchers say 
they now can concentrate on 
finding the cause of the trans- 
formation. 

Researchers at the Uni- 


versity of Pennsylvania re- 
port in the journal Science 
that the protein, called A-68. 
is identical in most respects to 
a normal protein of the brain 
that is called Tau. 

Virginia M.-Y. Lee, the 
lead author of the study, said 
that the finding will enable 
researchers to now look for 
the mechanism that somehow 
causes Tau to be transformed 
into A-68 and perhaps cause 
neurofibrillary tangles to 


form in the brain. 

“ Noe we can focus on what 
causes this abnormal trans- 
formation,” she said. Once 
this cause is found, said Lee, 
“ perhaps we can develop 
blockers,” or drugs, that 
would keep the- tangles from 
forming. 

A primary sign of Alzheim- 
er's disease is the formation 
of what are called plaques 
and neurofibrillary tangles in 
the brain. These structures 


lead to the death of neurons. 
When these neurons die it 
creates the loss of memory 
and mental function that is 
characteristic of Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

Lee sate that although A- 
68 and Tau appear to be 
identical, Tau is a soluble pro- 
ton while A-68 is not She 
said this may be because the 
chemistry of one amino add 
in the Tau molecules have 
been changed. Just how this 


occurs, she said, is not now 
understood. 

Donald Price, an AMreim- 
erisre searcher at Johns Hop- 
kins University in Baltimore, 
Said the work confirms the 
suggestions of earlier resear- 
chers. 

‘'This provides addition- 
al evidence that A-68 is 
Tau and not something 
else,” he said. Tt represents 
a step forward because it wiB 
enable us to focus on what 


causes Tau to become A-68. ” 
Alzheimer’s disease, 
named for a German 
psychiatrist who first desc- 
ribed it in 1907, is the fourth 
leading cause of death in 
America. It strikes about one 
per cent of all adults and 
there are an estimated one 
milli on Americans over the 
age of 65 with a severe form 
of the disease, and another 
two milli on who ate mod- 
erately affected. ■ 




Canada’s health system -it’s expensive, but works 




By Jeffrey Ulbricb 
The Associated Press 

NIAGARA FALLS. Ontario 
— Advocates of a National 
Health Insurance in the Un- 
ited States often point to the 
country’s northern neighbour 
and its health care program- 
me. But Canada ’s Medicare is 
not without its problems. 

Canada’s $ 50 billion Medi- 
care programme often is held 
upas a model by advocates of 
a national health care prog- 
ramme in the United States, ft 
provides free medical care to 
all and allows no one. regard- 
less of income or status, to fall 
through the cracks. 

But the programme is ex- 
pensive. accounting for a per i 
cent of the country's gross 
national product and as much 
as one-tbird of provincial 
budgets. Many say the system 
is in dire need of reform, 
especially as Canada battles a 
recession. 

Critics cite a myriad of 
problems, ranging from lines 
in emergency rooms to a rigid 
fee structure. But consumers 
and practitioners generally 
agree it works. 

James Battis is certain that 
‘he woud have been ruined 
financially if Medicare. Cana- 
da’s national health system „ 
had not paid for the treatment 
of his baby daughters rare 
ailment. 

Battis ’ 3-year-old daughter. 
Zoe, was bom allergic to pro- 
tein. She developed a severe 
case of infantile colitis, was 
passing blood rhrought the 
rectum and .was “near dead. ” 
he said. 

“ She had many sophisti- 
cated tests that cost thousands 
and thousands of dollars. She 
was hospitalised three times, 
the longest For six weeks ” 
recalled Battis , superinten- 
dent of the Niagara Falls Im- 
migration Centre . ‘ They 
brought in a doctor from the 
University of Pennsylvania for 
consultation. All this was 
basically at ho expense at all. " 

“ There is no question in my 
mind ./ would have lost my 
house and would have been 
paying for This the rest of- my 
life,’’ said Battis, 39. “And no 
doubt , without the quality of 
care, she would have died." 

The concept behind Cana- 
dian Medicare is that medical 
care is a basic right that 
should be available to all re- 
gardless of economic cir- 
cumstances , and that money, 
should not be a factor in 


deciding whether to see a doc- 
tor. 

" It's a system not of social- 
ised medicine, but of social- 
ised insurance said Robert 
Evans, a professor of econo- 
mics at the University- of Brit- 
,-gfb Columbia and an authority 
on health costs. 

In fact . there is not one 
Canadian health system, there 
are 12 run by the provincial 
and territorial governments. 
Ottawa contributes substan- 
tial funding under the Canada 


Health Act. In exchange, the 
10 provinces and two territor- 
ies must meet certain federal- 
ly set standards. 

Each provincial govern- 
ment conducts negotiations 
with 1 medical and hospital 
associations to determine fee 
structure f ' 

The system s selling point is 
simplicity, said Dr. Bruce 
Davis, director-general of 
health insurance at the Feder- 
al Ministry of Health and 
Welfare. Doctors and hospit- 
als bill one source — the 


government — and receive 
monthly checks. They don’t 
deal with bad debts or multi- 
ple insurance companies and 
levels of government. 

The system has controls not 
only over foi &Q> utiovcr com- 
petition between’’, hospitals. 
“ The province may say you 
don’t need a cat scanner in 
your hospital just because the 
hospital down the street has 
it.” Davis said. 

But the system is not per- 
fect. 

T think the system when it 


first began worked quite 
well / said Dr. Peter New- 
man, a Toronto general prac- 
titioner. T think it is now 
groaning under the strain .” 
Dr, Lionel , LvoieT, who 
practice? in. Mtefoif^r-Sas- 
katehewafa and jsprq&dpnt of 
the -Canadian Medical Asso- 
ciation, put it this way: 

“It’s like driving an old car. 
You can keep it going for a 
while, but eventually it’s 
going to 1 break down. ” 

Mike Brown, a 37-year-old 
journalist now on permanent 




Depressed by long winters and 
gray skies? In light there’s hope 


By Jeffrey Ulbricb 
The Associated Press 

TORONTO — Canada: 
Long, cold, gray, depressing 
winters in the frozen north. 
That’s often the image of this 
immense land . and many 
Canadians might concur. 
Psychiatrists certainly agree 
with the depressing part. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Canada’s 26.5 million people 
suffer from what is called 
seasonal affective disorder, or 
SAD. 

It accompanies the onset of 
winter, causing severe de- 
pression, loss of energy, poor 
concentration, sleepiness and 
weight gain. Unless SAD is 
treated, only spring will cure 
it 

The malady also is found in 
the northern United States 
and other countries with cold 
climates and short periods of 
winter daylight. The frequen- 
cy of SAD is greater the 
farther north one goes. 

“We don't know the speci- 
fic cause," said Dr. Anthony 
Levitt of Toronto’s Clarke 
Psychiatric Institute, who is 
doing research with a new 
visor device that attaches to 
' the head and shines light into 
a patient’s 6ye&^ ■ 

“We know SAD has to do 
with a geographic, climatic 
variable that acts on a vulner- 
ability," be said, “ but what 
triggers it and why one person 
gets it and the next doesn’t, 
we don’t know. There may be 
a genetic component.” 


Dr. Raymond Lam of the 
University of British Col- 
umbia said one of the 
strongest theories is an abnor- 
mality in the circadian 
rhythm, the biological clock 
that controls things like sleep 
and hormones. One synchro- 
niser of the dock is the light- 
dark cycle. 

“We think these people 
ame’t able to set the dock to 
the changing day length of 
winter, ” he said. 

Light treatment is designed 
to help reset the dock Be- 
cause the light enters through 
the yes, Lam wondered if 
SAD involved a problem in 
the retina, the part of the eye 
that receives light: 

His studies found “small 
but rignificant” differences in 
the retinas of people who get 
sad and those who don’t, but 
said it was too soon to draw 
conclusions. 

Depression in general is a 
significant health problem be- 
cause it occurs so frequently 
and is so debilitating. 

“People with chronic de- 
pression have more disability 
than people with heart dis- 
ease, lung disease and arthri- 
tfes said Levitt, a psychiat- 
rist bom in Australia. 

The Clarke Institute’s 
mood disorders programme is 
coordinating research into 
light treatment in five North 
America cities — Toronto ; 
Vancouver, British Col- 
umbia; Boston; Washington , 
and Salt Lake City — chosen 
to give the research a geog- 


raphical spread. About 120 
patients are involved. 

Scientists are trying to de- 
termine the proper dose of 
light treatment with the visor 
device, which resembles a 
miner’s lamp with the light 
shining backward into the 
eyes. 

Its maker has a special in- 
terest. Tm a SAD sufferer 
myself,” said Neal Owens, 
president of the Sunbox Co. 
of Rockville, Maryland. 

T found myself not able to 
get up on time,” he said. ‘7 
was feeling tired even if I got 
a good night's sleep. I gained 
weight. I was unable to con- 
centrate. I just had the feeling 
of not wanting to be bothered 
even doing fun things. It was 
like being weighted down, 
like being in slow motion.” 

Fear of losing bis job 
prompted Owens to seek help 
at the National Institute for 
Mental Health. He was iden- 
tified as a SAD sufferer and 
given light treatment. 

“Within a matter of a few 
days I was able to get up on 
time and get to the job,” he 
said. T didn’t believe it was 
the lights, so I stopped using 
them, and in a week I was 
back where I was before. I 
really just couldn't believe 
how something simple like 
lights could help someone. ” 

Working with the institute, 
Owens began making light 
boxes; into winch the patient 
stares. 

The trouble with the boxes, 
Levitt said, is that a person 


moves his bead , which 
changcs thc intensity of fight 
that enters the eyes. The tno- 
brite visor, which Owens in- 
vented, attaches to the head, 
keeping the fight source a 
constant two inches (about 5 
centimetres) from the eye. 

“It’s very simple Levitt 
said. ‘ That’s what’s so 
appealing, Only about 15 per 
cent get some kind of side 
effects like headaches, eyes- 
train or imtahzhfy. ... Most 
people get better in the first 
weefc, and it’s reasonably in- 
expensive 

He said about 80 per cent 
of patients respond to treat- 
ment , which “is a remarkable 
rate, but thee is no guarantee 
they will be better next year 
or that they will stay better. ” 

In a 1990 study, the treat- 
ment group was given about 
5,000 LUX, ' a measure of 
illumination , and the control 
group received a much lower 
intensity of fight. 

Researchers were surprised 

to find the group given the 
dimmer fight had better re- 
snJts, which did nor fit current 
theories. Lam said they may 
not have been using the prop. 

er light measurement. 

“Maybe that efim light, be- 
cause it is so dose to the eye, 

is giving the same amount of 
energy transfer” as brighter 
fight farther away ■ he said 
“Maybe we are measuring 
light incorrectly. ” 

The visor study ends in 
March and results are ex- 
pected by summer. 


disability, saw his , triple 
bypass surgery delayed sever- 
al times. Nonetheless, he feels 
he got the best possible care. 

“If they thought T was going 
to die-; I would have- -had. the 
surg&fy '■fas ter% sSid: 

€te^tiac care 2 ® tine of;the 
ai&al areas in The Canadian 
system : Patients frequently 
have to wait long periods for 
surgery. The main problem . 
health professionals say, is a 
severe shortage of critical care 
nurses. 

In bis best-selling book 
“ Second Opinion, What’s 
Wrong With Canada’s Health 
Care System And How to Fix 
It,” Dr. Michael Rachlis said 
physidans “ overhospitalised 
people all the time, perform- 
ing unnecessary diagnostic 
tests and surgeries” in an 
attempt to maximise income. 
“Once we get people into the 
hospital, we like to keep them 
there for longer than the evi- 
dence suggests is medically 
required or even advisable,” 
he said. 

Dr. David Peacbey, direc- 
tor of professional affairs for 
the Ontario Medical Associa- 
tion, said 15 per cent of all 
people in the hospital do not 
need to be there. But he says 
this is due in part to a shortage 
of chronic care facilities. As a 
result, there are waiting fists 
for hospital beds and long 
fines in emergency room cor- 
ridors. 

“ Americans ration by 
price, ” he said. “We ration by 
waiting list.” 

The American Medical 
Assodation is a major critic of 
proposals for National Health 
Insurance in the United 
States. It says that per capital 
the United States has eight 
times as many magnetic reso- 
nance imaging, or MRI, units 
and three times as many car- 
diac catheterisation and open- 
heart surgery units as Canada. 

The AMA said waits in 
Vancouver range from six to 
™ne months for a cataract 
extraction to one to three 
months for a psychiatric , 
neurosurgical or routine 
orthopedic opinion. In 
Quebec, patients can wait six 
months for an angiogram and 
eight to nine months .for 
coronary artery bypass 
surgery. 

Supporters of the Canadian 
Wem say the disparity re- 
ffects an excess capadty in the 

cf Tesu}ts to 
unnecessary procedures , tests 
and operations. 
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to transfer Palestinians 


Israel prepares 

By Saeda Klfanri 

Special tx> the Jordan Times v 

WHH-£ all media attention is directed t o wards the war in the Golf, 
the Isr aeli government is taking the chance to implement its policy 
of transfer, according to analysts and observers. Under the cover of 
war, Israel has succeeded, as reports from several organisations 
and o fficials reve al, to dose its doors in front of all Palestinians, 
while im prison ing thousands in the occupied territories. In addition 
tome curfew that has been imposed on the West ifcmir and Gaza 
Strip since the beginning of the war, the Israelis requite all those 
who have to leave to sign a pledge not to retain before three years. 


AT 5.30 a. m. every morning, 
tens of Palestinians crowd at the 
Abdah bus terminal in Amman 
waiting to be transported to Riv- 
er Jordan crossing points and 
then into the occupied West 
Bank. Arriving at King Hussein 
bridge or Prince Mohammad 
bridge, most are told by the 
Israelis: “Try again tomorrow.” 

Since the Gulf war erupted on 
Jan. 17, the Israeli occupation 
authorities allow no more than 
80 people to cross daily into the 
West Bank. On many occasions, 
the Israelis did not aliow in more 
than two or three people. 

Even when they allowed Pale- 
stinians to enter, most were above 
60 years of age, said one Palesti- 
nian, whose 55-year-old aunt 
was barred from entering for 
over 10 days for no particular 
reason. 

While the Israelis are only 
allowing a few people to trickle 
in, they are opening the doors 
wide for Palestinians leaving the 


occupied territories. According 
to Ahmad Qatanani, director 
general of the Foreign Ministry's 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs, only 790 entered the 
. occupied territories between 
Jan. 21 and 31, while 1,366 left 
for Jordan. 

In fact, most of the Palesti- 
nians who crowd daily at Abdali 
depot have been going through 
this experience every day for the 
last two weeks. They keep bring- 
ing in their luggage and all their 
belongings hoping to get through 
that day. 

'‘On Tuesday (Feb. 5), they 
allowed only two Palestinians 
through Prince Mohammad 
bridge, and five through King 
Hussein bridge,” said Qatanani: 
“The Israelis do not follow any 
fixed criteria; sometimes they let 
certain young men to enter, and 
sometimes they force the whole 
bus back without taking any- 
body.” 

“In comparison with the nor- 


30 killed 

(Continued from page 1) 
affadavit from the injured driv- 
er of the bus. 

Renters reported the death 
of another 30 Sudanese dvi- 
fiani in a separate attack Mon- 
day on a bos on the road 
between Baghdad and Amman 
quoting a Sudanese refugee 
who “quoted officials and 
other Sudanese as telfing him.” 

The reports on the tint bus 
incident, which quoted survi- 
vors of the attack crosring AI 
Ruweubed border Wednes- 
day, said that the bos was 
attacked Saturday near the vil- 
lage of Mehria, near the Iraq- 
Kuwait bordex. 

“We have seen the driver. 
He said that the bus was 
attacked by allied bombers and 
he gave us a lunduwn of the 
. incident. Now we wfll have to 

Re make 

dal announcement,”' -the 
senior official said. 

He explained that the initial 
report by the driver of the bus 
detailed bow the bus “was hit 
in the back which started the 
fire in the bus, some of those 
riding the bus ran out but 
others stayed in the bus which 
was attacked again.” 

“The driver said that those 
who stayed in the bus died in 
the fire,” the official said. 

The Associated Press and 
Renters quoted Sbehadeh 
Ibrahim Shehadeh, 50, as 

saying that “the bus caught fire 
when the planes bombed it. I 
saw four children and other 
people burned inside.” Mr. 
Shebadch tokl the agencies 
that the wounded were taken 
to a hospital in Kuwait 

Mr. Shehadeb himself, 
accord i ng to the reports, said 
he suffered slight bum injuries 
and. was treated at an Iraqi, 
hospital 

“It was terrible, terrible. AH 
those poor people in the bus 


and the little children trin«>rf- 
Why?” said another elderly 
survivor named Yousef. 

The official sadd dial the bus 
driver had that the 

affiedpiines had targeted civi- 
lians vriio were trying to escape 
rtm bus attugfc scene. 

“We will not be able to 
elaborate until we formulate 
the correct picture at what 
took place,” the official said. 

Six other refugees who left 
Kuwait Saturday and Sunday 
confirmed the incident. They 
told Reuters that they had seen 
the chaired botfies stin sting in 
the bus as they passed it 

Sudanese Ahmad AH, who 
reported the second bus 
attack, said be had seen a 
burned-out bus on the 
Baghdad-Amman highway be- 
tween Ramadi and Al Rutbah 
after be left the Iraqi capital 
Tuesday. 

He raid officials and other 
■-Sudanese ‘told trim twobas-% 

loads ot Sudanese on4Mt%if 
to Jordan had oome under 
allied attack around 11:30 p-m- 
Monday. He said he was told 
30 people were tilled and 10 
injured in the burned-out bus. 

Jordanian Red Crescent offi- 
cials said they had sent ambu- 
lances and medical teams to 
areas in Iraq to look tor Jorda- 
nian dead and wounded. 

Invasion 

(Continued from page 1) 

“You must insist (on not. 
giving concessions). This is the 
opinion of our friends in 
Egypt, Washington and Lon- 
don,” the emir wrote. 

The Iraqi president, Mr. 

Hmt said on 
many occasions that the 
Kuwaitis had co n spir ed with 
the U.S.to weaken Iraq after 
the end erf Iran-Iraq war. 

In a letter addressed to the 
Arab League July 15, Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz: 
accused Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates of deliberately . 


mal flow of passengers in other 
years, where around 300-400 
persons depart daily in winter, 
this is an indication of a deliber- 
ate policy of transfer backed by 
some ministers in the Israeli 
government,” added Qatanani, 
referring to the recent inclusion 
of Rcbavira Zeevi, the leader of 
the extremist Moled et (Home- 
land) Party, in Yithzak. Shamir’s 
right-wing government. 

Contradictions in policies 

Observers say that the inclu- 
sion of Zeevi, who demands the 
total evacuation of Palestinians 
from their homeland, in the 
Israeli government, is seen as a 
warning to neighbouring Arab 
countries, especially Jordan, 
where Muslim leaders advocate 
the total liberation of Palesti- 
ne. 

The Israeli government has 
thus pnt into effect all the neces- 
sary measures to ensure that a 
large number of Palestinians are 
not allowed to return back while 
“helping” others to leave. In this 
respect, many Palestinians who 
intend to leave the occupied 
territories for a short period of 
time, for medical or personal 
reasons for example, are forced 
not to return before nine months 
and others not before three 
years. 

Jordan, which severed legal 
ties with the West Bank in 1988, 
allows Palestinians only a 
. month’s stay in the Kingdom/ 

increasing oil production 
beyond OPEC quotas in order 
to bring oil prices down and 
deprive Iraq of much needed 
funds for post-war reconstruc- 
tions. 

What erf particular interest is 
tire Kuwait contention that the 
Saudis themselves had territo- 
rial ambitions. 

In his cable. King Fahd in- 
vited the Kuwaiti crown prince 
to the Jeddah meeting. 
Addresseing the emir, he said; 
“As I look forward to tins 
brotherly meeting (between 
the Iraqis and the Kuwaitis), I 
am fully confident that with 
your wisdom and insight and 
God’s Messing we win accom- 
plish what we and your Arab 
brothers look for, easing the 
. difficulties, clearing aO the hur- 
dles and reffirmmg the bortb- 
eriy bonds between the two 
countries.” 

Sharon > 

(Conttaoed frimi page 

to engage Israeli planes spotted 
on radar. 

CBS television reported Tues- 
day that the codes would be 
provided to Israel to allow it to 
tit Send missife launchers in west- 
ern Iraq, but only if Israel waited 
for allied forces to launch their 
ground campaign. 

CBS said it had learned that 
Israeli Defence Minister. Moshe 
Arens told U.S. officials in 
Washington on Monday that 
domestic pressure was forcing 
Israel to retaliate against Iraq, 
but action required U.S. coopera- 
tion. 

Germany has offered Israel 
more than $100 million to buy 
U.S. Patriot muaaks, increasing 
Bonn’s support for the Jewish 
state, a spokesman said Wednes- 
day. 

Aziz 

(Continued from page 1) 

cautiously to the report that Pres- 
ident Saddam was wilting to 


“What can I do if I can only stay 
for one month in Jordan while 
the Israelis will not allow me in 
before nine months?" com- 
plained one West Banker who 
preferred anonymity. 

More complicated still is the 
case of Gaza Strip Palestinians 
who carry Egyptian travel docu- 
ments and who are not allowed 
to enter Egypt nor according to 
Jordanian laws, are they autho- 
rised to stay in Jordan for more 
than 48 hours, adding still to the 
problem of all Palestinian eva- 
cuees arriving from Kuwait and 
Iraq. However, due to present 
circumstances, the Jordanian 
government in cooperation with 
the PLO office in Amman made 
arrangements by which Palesti- 
nians could temporarily stay in 
the country. 

Jordan’s position 

After lobbying from Jorda- 
nian deputies, the Ministry of 
Interior decided to issue Gazans 
with temporary passports that 
would help them sort out their 
problems, according to Abdul- 
lah Zu’eiter, head of the cultural 
department at the PLO office in 
Amman. “As for students, our 
office shouldered the responsi- 
bility of paying around a 
quarter-of-a-million Jordanian 
dinars monthly to Palestinian 
students in Kuwait. 

.The government, however, in- 
sists that these measures be 
temporary and only intended to 


cooperate with the Soviet Union 
in seeking an end to the Golf war. 

Officials had seen press reports 
and “we don’t have enough to 
characterise it at this paint,” 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said. 

“We don’t have any details of 
their discussions," he told repor- 
ters. “Bat finding a solution 
would have to start with Iraq 
getting out of Kuwait and com- 
plying with the U.N. resolu- 
tions.” 

He said some of the statements 
attributed to President Saddam 
had been seen before and that 
“it’s just too premature to make a 
judgement” 

"The deciding factor is what he 
has to say about getting out of 
Kuwait,” Mr. Fitzwater said. 

Foreign Minister Sabah 
Ahmad Al Jaber AI Sabah of 
Kuwait was to arrive Wednesday 
for a meeting Thursday with Pres- 
ident Gorbachev and Foreign 
Minster Alexander Bessmert- 
nykh, spokesman Ignatenko said. 

Mr. Gorbachev and Sheikh AI 
Sabah were expected to discuss 
peace efforts, Kuwaiti diplomat 
Abdul Ameer A. Ramadan said. 
He offered no details. 

Mr. Primakov arrived in Iran 
Wednesday to brief Iranian lead- 
era cm his mission to Iraq. 

The national Iranian news 
agency IRNA said Mr. Primakov 
arrived at the Western border 
crossing of Kbosravi after travell- 
ing by road from Baghdad. 

President Saddam told the en- 
voy Tuesday be was willing to 
cooperate with the Soviet Union 
in seeking an end to the Gulf war 
but no mention was made of a 
possible Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait. 

“Iraq is prepared to extend 
cooperation to the Soviet Union 
and other nations and agencies in 
the interest of finding a peaceful, 
political, equitable and honour- 
able solution to the region’s cen- 
tral including the situation 
in the Gulf,” President Saddam 
said. . 


help Palestinians at these diffi- 
cult times. “We folly understand 
the dimensions of the problem 
and the major restraints imposed 
by the Israeli authorities.” Qata- 
nani said. “At the time being. 
Jordan is dealing with this prob- 
lem in a humane way until 
Palestinians have a chance to 
cross the border.” 

Most of Palestinians now wait- 
ing to cross into the West Bank 
come mainly from Kuwait and 
some from Iraq. Jordan, with its 
limited resources, can barely ca- 
ter to their needs and the needs 
of other evacuees. Jordan has 
asked the U.N. and other orga- 
nisations to intervene. So far, 
the Israelis have not responded, 
according to Jordanian sources. 
Israel says these measures are 
part of “heightened security me- 
asure” to ensure security in the 
occupied territories. This is pri- 
marily manifested in the pro- 
longed curfew imposed by the 
Israelis on the nearly two million 
Palestinians. 

Occupied territories 

The prolonged curfew im- 
posed on the Palestinians since 
the beginning of the Gulf war 
has in effect increased the 
hardships of the Palestinian peo- 
ple under occupation, a report 
issued by the Palestine Human 
Rights Information Centre 
(PHRIC) in Washington said. 
The curfew “has become a form 
of collective punishment; it has 


Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 

and idamiff states, dvflised coun- 
tries and human right and peace 
organisations as well as the Un- 
ited Nations and its secretary 
general to condemn this unforgiv- 
able crime, and to work to stop 
the brutal bombing... that does 
not distinguish between civilians 
and soldiers,” the statement said. 
It added tins bombardment “even 
targets civilians in their shelters 
and those fleeing war in buses 
and cars.” 

The spokesman called on aD 

world toffies and organisations to 

denounce “those inhuman and 
brutal crimes, and were prepared 
and carried out in a manner that 
c on s ti t u tes a flagrant deviation 
from the U.N. resolutions, princi- 
ples and charters, and to reveal 
the lies claiming the allies are 
only t ar g e t ti ng mffitary locations.” 

As the Jordanian government 
condemns tins massacre and vie& 
it as' a dear evidence of the gofc& 
of tize allied forcers to destroy 
Iraq and its people’s achieve- 
ments, it also affirms that these 
criminal acts aim at blocking all 
paths leading towards the just 
peace we are pursuing, which is 
the mam objective and sublime 
mission on which the U.N. is 
based,” the spokesman added. 

The Royal Court and the gov- 
ernment declared three days of 
mourning for the victims of the 
massacre. 

Jordan is sad and very angry 
over the killin g and sees it as 
another manifestation of the 
gravity and cruelty of war, senior 
officials said. 

“In solidarity with the Arab 
and Muslim Iraqi people in their 
steadfastness in the face of the 
unjust aggression carried out by 
the allied forces and in sympathy 
with the hundreds of families 
which have lost dear members, 
old people, women and children 
as a result of the savage sir raid 
Wednesday morning, the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom of Jordan 


dramatically increased tension in 
the area and caused major losses 
to the Palestinians.” the report 
said. 

The report quotes Shlomo 
Gazit, former head of Israeli 
military intelligence, as telling 
the Jerusalem Post on Jan. 8: 
“With a real war in on its hands, 
Israel must be expected to lift all 
moral and legal restraints. The 
IDF (Israeli army) would bave 
to keep all roads open for milit- 
ary movements, and any Arab 
attempt to interfere with this 
would be suppressed with brute 
force. This could very likely re- 
sult in a new mass exodus of 
Palestinians to the east.” 

PHRIC also reported 1,000 
Palestinians have been arrested 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
for breaking the curfew. Hospit- 
als and clinics reported a rise in 
stress-related cases, primarily 
premature labour, chest pains 
and respiratory distress, in addi- 
tion to the devastating effects on 
an already crippled economy in 
the occupied territories. -• 

Economists estimate losses of 
about S5 million during the first 
10 days of the curfew. During 
the past three months, PHRIC 
points out, at least 10,000 
Palestinian men between the 
ages of 20-35 have been issued 
special cards that deny them 
employment in Israel. 
Thousands of others have lost 
their jobs to newly arrived Rus- 


announces a three-day mourning 
period starting Thursday, Feb. 
14, 1991, over the killing of inno- 
cent people,” a statement issued 
by Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
mid 

Mr. Badran ordered flags lo- 
wered over official insitutioas 
and departments during the 
mourning period. 

“What has happened is sad and 
makes us very angry,” said In- 
formation Minister Ibrahim Izze- 
dme. “If acoyoce wants a visual 
image of the sadness of war this is 
it,” he toid the Jordan Times. 

“What has happened has high- 
lighted what we in Jordan have 
been saying for days, weeks and 
months about the gravity and 
cruelty of war," the minister said. 

It is exactly because of the 
possibility of such events that 
Jordan “had been trying to avert 
war and now is trying to stop the 
bombing,” he said. 

... The pictures .and. images of 
. childreq and women , charred [ 
beyond recognition-^ were 
transmitted to the public 
Wednesday, the minister said,' 
“prove that dviHans are killed as 
a result of allied bombardment of 
Baghdad, not strategic military 
targets.” 

“AO Arabse and Muslims are 
angry today... it has to stop.” 

Massacre 

(Continued from page U 

were suffering from various barns. 

“Look u him. He’s the only one 
alive of my family,” said Karim 
Mohammad. His sou, Abdullah, lay 
unconscious on a bed at Yaramk 
hospital, fighting for his fife. 

Doctors said Abdullah, in tus early 
teens, was suffering from severe 
burns to his face and head. Doctors 
said if he survives at all, be wiD be 
Mind for the rest of his fife. 

Mr. Mohammad, a lawyer, said he 
had sent his wife, two daughters and 
son to the shelter and stayed at home. 

The raid* escalated, and he was 
waiting for a tnfi so be could run down 
■the street to join them. But die 
shelter was hit before he was able to 
reach them. 

Omar Adnan, a 17- year -old surri- 



sian Jewish immigrants. 

Despite all Israeli measures, 
Palestinians in Jordan insist that 
they still want to go horde under 
all circumstances. 

“It is .my homeland... do you 


think I can give up ever/thing so 
easily? I have to go back, and 
they must let me in." said a 
60-year-old woman who kept 
going to the bridges everyday for 
a week but with no success. ■ 


tot. said his three younger asters, 
mother and father, all perished. 

-In a faint voice, he said: “I was 
■ Bleeping and suddenly I felt heat and 
the blanket was burning. Moments 
later, I felt I was suffocating. 

“I turned to try and touch my 
mother who was next to me but 
grabbed nothing but a piece of flesh,” 
he said. 

There were no mifitazy installations 
cnywhere near the Al America shel- 
ter. Several large arrows with die 
word shelter written on them in Ara- 
bic and Engjkh pointed to the facility. 

The shelter is situated in the heart 
of the neighbourhood, surrounded by 
a nursery school, a supermarket, a 
mosque and a duster of angle-storey 
houses. 

It was not dear wfaaz the aircraft 
were amting at when they fired their 

The type of die missile and die 
nationality of the aircraft that fired 
them could not be determined as if 
was still dark when the jets struck. 

In Riyadh, a U.S. military spokes- 
man contended that the shelter was a 
mffitary 

“I am faere'lOflpB ywtbac ft was a 
mffitary command- and .pogtiol facil- 
ity," Brigadier Gedeiaft$Bnxd Neal 
told a news briefing. > - 

“I have no idea why there were 
dvffians in die bunker at 0040 in the 
morning... it belies logic," be said. 

,r We don't feel like we attacked the 
wrong bunker or made a mistake. We 
fed very comfortable that the attack 
was a legitimate target...," he added. 

A British mffitary spokesman in the 
Gulf said the bombing of the shelter 
was not intended by the U.S.-led 
coalition. 

Group Captain Nial Irving toid 
Britain's Independent Television 
Wednesday: “If it’s true it certainly 
wasn't intended.” 

Told by his interviewer that fum of 
wo m en and children casualties had 
been screened, CapL Irving said: “In 
that case it obviously is a tragedy and 
something did go wrong." 

The White House said later the 
banker was a wen-known military 
target and claimed that Iraq placed 
dvffians there on purpose. 

“We don’t know why civilians were 
at this location. But we do know that 
Saddam Hussein does not share our 
sanctity for human life," spokesman 
Martin Fitzwater toid reporters. 

The raid on the bunker was one of 
the dead l ie st of the month-old war 
and increased controversy over 


whether ibe allies were exceefeg 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 678 
empowering them to use “all n cces- - 
sary means" to drive Iraq fro™ • 
Kuwait. 

The manager of tne shelter at Al 
Amerieh told reporters: “We ffidn’t 
have a single mffitary man in the 
shelter... it b allocated to dvffians.” 
Health Minister Saeeri said intense 
heal hampered efforts by evil de- 
fence to reach hundreds o. 

people trapped inside. 

He said there were no military 

targets in the area and said: “This was - 

a criminal, premeditated, F*®" 
planned aCack against dviliaES." 

The Defence Department sought to 
justify its repeated bombing of 
bridges, railroads and other targets 
rtim ft considers azffitary in natur e but 
whose destruction also disrupts civi- 
lian fife. 

Thomas Kelly, director of opera- 
tions for the joint chiefs of staff, said 

at a news briefing that the bridges are 

key choke points since Iraq is divided 
by two major rivets, the Tigris and 

the Euphrates. __ 

Damaged bridges snarl convoys, 
.creating easy targets for allied arr- 
' r craft. Genera! Kelly said. 

- Scud fannefefips ‘Intact’ 

Iraq said Tuesday its Scud missile 
launchers returned safely to their 
bases after attacking Israel and Saudi 

Arabia overnight. 

Mffitary communique number- 45 
broadcast over Baghdad Radio said 
-after directing their blows to Tei 
Aviv and... Riyadh.. . our missile 
launchers returned safety m base. 

UA military sources Tuesday said 
aiiipri aircraft attacked Scud missil e 
launchers in western Iraq and four 
were possibly destroyed. . 

Iraq will continue to launch Seed 
missile attacks against Israel mid 
Saudi Arabia, Iraqi Vice-Premier 
Saadoun Haxninadi said in Algeria. 

Dr. Hanunadi (fid not elaborate on 
his statement. 

Oil; fires 

More than 50 oil field fires are 
burning in Kuwait, either set ablaze 
by Iraqi forces or by errant allied 
bombs. Defence Department offidals 
said. 

Admiral Mike McConnell said “in 
excess of 50 ofl field fires” bad.baeo 
burning in Kuwait for a week or more 
end that most of them had been lit by 
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PACKING, AIR FRE1GH1 
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The first A best 
Chinese R estaurant 
in Jordan ^ 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
■ AMiyyah Girls Schoof 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

pj. n. 

6£0-Midnight 
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' CHEN’S v 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers 1 Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p-m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servid; 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gee- 

• JUMBO photo 
stem 30% torpor 

• From ontmrpo- 
mma t 20 x 30 


Sbmersani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
' available 

Open Datty 1&30~&30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philedelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle • 


.Tel:659519 659520 




4 lRent & Sale 

Many vHlas and apartment^ 
are available for rent and] 
sale - furnished or unfur-f 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are] 

( available for safe. 

For further details, please] 
call 

lAbdoun Real 


[Tei. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520, 
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PRESS 
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Facilities 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


DO 


AQQ 


Saadi Real Estate 

687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


IIAIfOTEL 
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Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Sampras advances in Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 
(R) — A healthy and fit Pete 
Sampras, playing for the first 
tune in two months, breezed to a 
62 7-5 victory over Milan Srejber 
in the second round of the 
nriUkra -dollar U.S. Pro Indoor 
Tenons Championships. 

The second seeded Sampras, 
who withdrew from the recent 
Australian Open because of shin 
splints, looked smooth Tuesday 
against the 108th-ranked 
Czechoslovak. 

' “I haven't played a match since 
the Grandslam Cup,” said Sam- 
pras, who won the $2 millio n first 
prise in that ITF event in Decem- 
ber. “It feels good to win a gain 
and to be playing. I was a little 
neivous at the start." 

The fifth-ranked Sampras says 
his shin splints are no longer a 
problem and tbat a newly- 
deagned sneaker should prevent 
a renewal of die problem. 

The American never allowed 
the Czechoslovakian a chance to 
break his serve and successfully 
converted three of eight break 
opportunities he had ■ a pi im t 
Srejber. 

Sampras was up 5-2 in the first 
set when Srejber handed the 
American the advantage. Srejber 
double-faulted twice in the game 
including on the second and final 
'set point for Sampras. 

It took Sampras, the reigning 
U.S. Open champion, until the 
firmi game in the second set to 
break Srcjber’s serve for the win, 
but be cfid it in style. 

He broke at 40-0, with a stun- 
ning forehand passing shot that 
left Srejber staring helplessly. 



Slimmer Garrison advances Ruddock vows to knock 
in Chicago women’s tennis 0 ut Tyson in 5 rounds 

.j n Dn/btnck ! 


Pete Sampras co n c e n trat e s on a 

“Now I'm seeded number two 
and I'm expected to get to die 
finals,” Sampras said. “Now that 
Fve won the U.S. Open, if I don’t 
live up to it, people will think it’s 
a fluke that I won the open. It 
took 8 couple of mouths (to 
realise I won lift open).” 


CHICAGO (R) — Fifth seeded 
Zina Garrison did not help Linda 
Harvey- Wild’s 20th birthday 
much when Garrison dhnmatrd 
her 6-3, 6-3 at the $350,000 Virgi- 
nia SKna of Chicago Women’s 
Tennis Tournament. 

Last year, Haivey-Wild upset 
French Open champion Arantxa 
Sanchez Vkario in a first-round 
match , but on Tuesday Garrison 
was just too tough. Harvey-Wild 
(fid not help matters by commit- 
ring nine double faults. 

Garrison, trying to get her 
game and her body in better 
shape, came into Chicago 11 

pounds (five kilograms) lighter as 

the result of a ve g etarian diet 
“Getting married, I have been 

firing well, sometimes too well,” 

Garrison said. "Linda was an 
either-or situation. She either hit 
well or lousy. It was a hard match 
to {day. 

“The older I get, the harder it 
is on my knees and ankles. I have 
to lose weight. Tonight I felt I 
could get anything she hit.” 

“I wor ke d hard on my serve in 
practice," Harvey- Wild said. 
“But Zina really puts the press- 
ure on you.” 

Czechoslovak Helena Sokova, 
s ee d ed sixth, used her serve to 


overpower Katrina Adams of the 
United States. 

“She was just too much,” 
Adams said. “I only was able to 
come in once that I can remem- 
ber.” 

“1 am trying hard to get back 
my ranking,” Sokova said. T was 
as high as fourth. Katrina was 
kind. I don’t think my serve was 
that good.” 

Seventh seeded Amy Frazier 
needed three sets to defeat a 
much travelled Leila Meshki of 

the Soviet Union 6-2, 6-7 (5-7) 
64. 

Meshki won the Femteaf Claa- 
ac in New Zealand S unda y, and 
arrived in Chicago die same day 
■ after a 17-hour flight. 

‘There is a 17-boor time differ- 
ence," Meshki said. “I got here 
the same day but I can’t blame 
toe trip on my play. I didn't move 
quick eno ug h, *he moved quicker 
and I couldn't see so m e tim es 
because of the chairs.” 

Meshki was r efe rrin g to toe 
“whi te-chai r glare” that others 
compl ain ed about Monday. New 
w hi te chairs fined the bade court 
at one end and players wer e upset 
about not being able to see toe 
ball coming off serves. 


For the second time in two 
days. South African Wayne Fer- 
reira sent another formidable 
oppone n t packing. 

Ferreira, a qualifier at this 
event, beat Jean Ftenrian, in the 
first round and upset eighth 
seeded Tim Mayotte 6-4 6-2 in 


the second round. 

The 54th ranked Mayotte, who 
has hired former tennis great 
Billie Jean King because she “was 
a good motivator” admitted be 
never really got into the match. 

He served at only 59 per cent 
and double-faulted 10 times. 


Chang takes further step 
along comeback trail 


European dance champion awaits dope test results 


<#ARIS (AP) — Figure skating 
^jbddenly finds itself in the posi- 
tion of many other sports — 
waiting for drug test results. 

The analysis of samples from 
European ice dance champion 
Marina Klimova of the Soviet 
Union, expected in a week, will 
deter min e whether steroid use 
has touched a sport dial repe- 
atedly proclaimed itself drag- 
free. 

Beat Haesler, general secretary 
of the International Skating Un- 
ion, said Tuesday that Klimova 
faded the initial part of a drag test 
on Jan. 26 at the European Fi- 
gure Skating Ch ampi o n ships in 
Sofia, Bulgaria. 

If the second test is positive, 
Kfimova feces a two-year ban 
from co mp e ti tion and would miss 
the 1992 Albertville Olympics. 
She and her husband-partner, 
Sergei Ponomarenko, would also 
be stripped of their European 


title. 

Haesler said the ratio bet w e en 
testosterone and epftestosterone 
in Klimova's body suggested 
illegal steroid use. 

A second round of tests will be 
conducted at an IOC-certified lab 
in Cologne. Germany, at which 
the Scrims have the right to be 
present. 

Klimova repeatedly passed 
drug tests as she and her 
husband-partner, Sergei Pono- 
marenko, turned into the world's 
top ice-dance pair. They won the 
European ice dandng title for die 
third consecutive time and are 
two-time world champions. This 
year's world competition is in 
Munich, Germany, March 11-17. 

For years, the feeling was that 
drugs used in other sports are not 
effective in figure skating because 
the sport requires quick changes 
of directions, speed, jump and 
spins. Steroids usually are associ- 


ated with budding muscle bulk, 
and bulk is not needed in fignre 

skating 

But steroids also allow muscles 
to repair themselves more quickly 
after strenuous workouts and 
thus allow athletes to tram har- 
der. 

Kfimova was in the Soviet Un- 
ion Tuesday and unavailable for 
comment. Figure skating author- 
ities in the Soviet Union also 
dedmed comment. 

Assen Pavlov, chairman of the 
organising committee for the 
Europe an Championships, said 
Efimova's sample bad to be re- 
tested at an IOC-accredited lab. 
The Sofia lab where the first test 
was made is not accredited by the 
IOC. 

Track and field, swimming, 
cycling and weightlifting are 
among the sports most affected 
by drug tests and suspended 
athletes in the last few years. 


Ben Johnson, who lost his gold 
medal and world record in the 
100-metre dash after testing posi- 
tive at the 1988 Olympics, recent- 
ly returned to c o mpeti t i on after a 
two-year suspension for steroid 
use. World record-holders Randy 
Barnes (shot put) and Butch 
Reynolds (100 metres) are 
appealing positive tests from 
meets last summer. 

As recently as last week 
another sport was toadied. The 
top French Nordic skier, Claude 
Piezrat, was suspended for two 
yean by his national federation 
after testing positive for anabolic 
steroids last December. 

Figure skating’s only other 
doping case was at the 1982 
World Junior Figure Skating 
Championships in Sarajevo, 
Yugoslavia. French ice dancer 
Christine Oiiniard was stripped 
of the bronze medal after fitifing a 
test for a weight-loss drag. 


U.S. ice queen withdraws from world championships 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — After a 
wasted year, Jill Trenary has no 
choice but to look toward next 
season and the Olympics. 

Trenary, who had already with- 
drawn from the U.S. Figure Skat- 
ing Championships with a right 
ankle injury, Tuesday pulled out 
of next months’s World Cham- 
pionships at Munich. That ended 
a frustrating 11 months for the 
1990 world champion and three- 
time American ice queen. 

Since she surprised 1989 world 
champion Midori Ito at last year’s 
worlds in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
little has gone right for the 23- 
year-old Trenary. She skated in 
just one international event, 
finishing second at the Goodwill 
Games to U.S. rival Kristi Yama- 
gudd. 

Then, despite having longtime 
coach Carlo Fasri move to Italy, 
forcing her to switch to Kathy 


Casey, Trenary decided to bypass 
the pros, for now. She reasserted 
her desire to collect an Olympic 
gold — toe was fourth in 1988 — 
and rededicated herself to that 


Then came the ankle problem. 

Trenary said Tuesday that 
complications from the emergen- 
cy sur ge ry performed in January 
will keep her out of training for at 
least a month. The surgery was 
performed cm Jan. 10 and Trenary 
had to return to the hospital for 
further treatment later in the 
month.. 

“My heart wanted to and I 
wanted to give it my best try,” 
she said. “Unfortunately, my 
ankle did not cooperate. 
Obviously, I am very dis- 
appointed, but I plan to be back 
and compete at full strength in 
the 1992 Albertville Olympics.” 

Last week, she began light 


workouts on exercise equipment 
and prepared to resume off-ice 
But Iifcfliiinnwtinn and 
fluid buildup in the ankle re- 
sulted. 

"The figjrt wor k outs created 
such an inflammatory response in 
the tendon and bursa that we 
knew she could not skate,” Dr. 
MSton Waldron said. “She now 


Mutt'n'Jeff 


needs at least four weeks of com- 
plete rest with a cast to immobil- 
ise the ankle.” 

Casey, at the nationals with 
several other skaters, said the 
injury is not career t hr e a t enin g. 
Trenary hopes to return for an 
exhibition tour tins spring, Casey 
said. 


BRUSSELS (R) — Michael 
Chang, seeking to remodel his 
took a further step 
along the comeback trail 
Wednesday. 

The American teenager, rank- 
ed 16th in the world, recorde d a 
co mfor t a ble 6*3, 6*2 win over 
French qualifier Arnaud Boetsch 
hi the third round of the Belgian 
Indoor Tournament. 

“I'm trying to become a more 
co mpl ete player,” Chang said. 

“Now my strength b still my 
grouadrirokes. But Fm trying to 
work oo my seme a tittle bit, 
trying to work on my volley so 
that I can i ncorpo ra te that in my 
game as wdL” 

Chang took the tennis world by 
st or m in 1989 when he became 
the youn ges t player ever to win 
the French Open and rose to fifth 
place in the world rankings. 

Bnt hb progres s came to a 
«**iwfann early lari year when a 
fra ct ure d bp pot tnm out of 
action .for three mouths. 

“Last year was kind of a diffi- 
cult year, I couldn’t play teams 
for three months. I cmddn*t play 
a whole tot of tournaments. Thb 
year Fm hoping for better 
things,” he said. 

Chang has taken six weeks off 
to work on hb game, missing the 
Australian Open and returning to 
competition only lari week in 
Milan where be was beaten in the 
first round by German Cad-Uwe 
Steeb. 

“To work on a better serve and 
better volley, everything like that 
takes time. Nothing happens 
ove r night," he said. 

Chang said be would peak far 
the Grand S lam tournaments thb 


year but refused to set himself a 
deadfine. 

. “Fm not going to say tike 
’tomorrow I seed to have a great 
voQey, great ground strokes.’ I'm 
not doing it tike that. These 
things take time,” he sad. 

Stefan E&erg of Sweden took 
a first step towards regamrog the 
world number one spot Thesday, 
trouncing co mp atriot Magma 
Gustafsson 60, 6-4 in the first 
round of die Brussels Indoor 
Teams Tournament. 

Second seed Edberg bad 
already raced to a 6-0, 4-1 lead 
before the towering Gustabson 
got hb game together. 

Gustafsson dosed in to 5-4 but 
Edberg stopped him in hb tracks 
by bnMing hb serve to take the 
wwMi {g just 55 minu tes and 
move imo the next round of tire 
$600,000 tour namen t. 

Edberg lost the world number 
one spot to Boris Becker lari 
•: month after the German won the 
•T. Austrafian'Open. 

But the mar g in b wo Hmi 
E dberg wffl regain top spot if 
Becker loses hb tricky fir ri rou nd 
match against Soviet player Alex- 
ander Volkov, whose confidence 
will be high after winning the 
Milan ATP Tou rnam e n t Sunday. 

Edberg said: *TFs very dose at 
the moment. But Tm not count- 
ing the points. Other people are 
doing that for me. I'm just wor- 
ried about winning my matches.” 

The Swede faces Australian 
Pat Cash in the second round. 

Eazfier, last year's runner-up 
Cari-Uwe Steeb of G e rman y was 
dumped out of the to urnamen t by 
Ronald Agenor of Haiti 6-2, 7-5. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
’990 IMbun* Media Slices. Inc. 



but You're so \v£H. but 
TfijCk! I GET ALL YOU’RE ToO 
WET WWB4 YOU J SHORT* 1 
CARRY IT/ /ZTIaP'-'N T wal k 



DON’T PLAY BY ROTE 


Andy Capp 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 6 3 

:jj 

■ X4i: 

* AQJ75 


WEST 
* K 9 7 5 4 
*7 A 9 8 4 2 
I 6 5 


EAST 
« QJS2 
”10 7 5 
:• q j to 

* 10 9 6 


SOUTH 

* A 10 

7 KQ6 

> A 9 8 7 

* K 8 4 3 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Paa 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of 4 
If playing bridge required no 
more than slavish obedience to the 
advice of a myriad of bridge rubrics, 
a robot could outclass us all. What 
makes the game so fascinating is the 
logic of it, which tells you when to 
ignore the wise saws in favor of 
practical solutions. 

The auction was textbook. South 
opened a balanced 16 points with 
one no trump and, with only II 
high-card points and no singleton. 
North had no reason to presume 
th*. .in 1 1 -trick minor-sui on tract 


would prove superior although, as 
the cards lie, five clubs was iron- 
clad unless the opening salvo was a 
spade — by no means clear-cut from 
either side. 

The first of bridge wisdom came 
with the opening lead. Although 
hearts was the stronger suit. West 
correctly chose to lead a spade. 
First, secondary honors in partner's 
hand would mesh better with the 
king than with the ace: and, second- 
ly. the ace is a sure re-enuy to the 
long suit, white the king might not 
be. 

Declarer wisely captured East’s 
jack with the ace— a holdup would 
only serve to help the defenders. 
There were right fast tricks and de- 
clarer tried to sneak through a ninth 
by leading a low heart. 

Fortunately, West was awake. 
The defender reasoned that, if de- 
clarer held both the ace.of diamonds 
and king of dubs, be would have 
nine sure tricks if he scored a heart. 
If South was missing either of those 
cards, there probably was no way to 
come lo nine tricks no matter what 
West did. So, ignoring the “rule” of 
second-hand low. West shot up 
with the ace of hearts and reverted 
to a spade and the defenders reded 
in five tricks. 


/AS LONS AS 
1 I'VE LIVES HERE, 
I'VE NEVER HAP 
UJOOP5TOCK OVER 
v FOR TEA ANP 
V CAKE... y 


i'M NOT 
W00PST0CK 
. TEA ANP 








irs EASY TO SH 
HUMBLE WHEN YOU'RE 
A WINNER - THE TRICK. 

>- IS TO BE ARROGANT , 
WHENVOUVE BEEN ^ 
s — HAMMERED y— > 



TORONTO (R) — 

“Razor” Ruddock has said ins 

npcommg fight wfth 
b personal and be will 

knock out the. 
heavyweight drampfoo m five 

rounds. 


idea he's sored,” 

Roddock, rented “ 

the wodd, said 

to fight him ® 

Albeit*, in November. 1989. 

Ty“” polled ^ 


by less experienced opponents «»• definitely, I think, b a 
and he’s going to steep again, -Mnft bully — j«s* ** 
Ruddock said. . u* ralks. his statements,” said 


BTHftWfc, bam in Jamaica and 
now living in Canada, said 
Tyson's recen t comment on teto- 
viaon Hurt fie would “kffl” Rnd - 
dock is their scheduled 12-ronnd 
fight in Las Vegas on March 18 
was unp ro fea rionaL 
“For him to crane out and say 
Tm going to kill Razor Rud- 
dock,’ rm definitely getting the 


“He definitely, 1 v 

schoolyard bully — 
he talks, Ms statements, sari 
Ruddock, who has knocked out 
Us hot 10 opponents. 

Delroy Raddoek* Raw * 
brother and manager, sai d tha t 
after tire Tyson fight 
to figh t the winner of the March 
19 heavyweight title figW 
tween champion Evander Holy- 
field and George Foreman. 






ACROSS 
1 Ty or Lee J. 

5 Early pulpits 
10 Sault — Marie 

13 Celebes ox 

14 Durable 

15 Unit of matter 

16 Revenuer's 


18 Sympathetic 

19 Lure 

20 Mad Hatter's 
affair 

22 Classroom 
units 

24 Small shoot 

25 Watering 


27 swimming 

30 Adjust 

33 Like some 
meat var. 

35 Menagerie 

36 Refuges 

37 Board 

38 Examine • 

39 Cunning 

40 Bundled hay 

41 “The — Faces 
of Eve- 

42 Tin. alloy 

44 Stair part 

46 Cowboy rope 

48 Card game 

52 Nerve problem 

55 — Prynne 
(“The Scarlet 
Letter) 

56 Infants 

57 Beach 
denizens 

59 Sheltered 

60 Rose essence 

61 Saarinen 

62 Needlefish 

63 “Nothing 
can — lie” 
(Herbert) 

64 Bridge 

DOWN 

1 Dromedary 

2 One-— (man- 
to-man) 

3 Footwear 

4 Exiles 

5 Sparta's rival 


ei WOTrfbu ne Madia Snvtcaa, Inc. 
An FSgma Reserved 


6 “Apres — la 
dejuge" 

7 Baseball ploy 

8 Moldings 

9 Shell 
fragments 

10 Astronomer 

11 Legal wrong 

12 Acting 
award 

15 Expect 

17 Skedaddle 

21 Beseech 

23 Actor George 

26 More 
rational 

28 Snoop 

29 Haul 

30 Coarse file 

31 First name In 
mystery 

32 Lofty scribe 41 Principle 

34 First aid man 43 Flirt 

37 Guerrilla 45 Desert 

38 Defeats 47 Sharp 

soundly «9 Predpl 

40 Cop's round 50 — cot 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


ljuuu LiQuu uauau 
□qua uuciu □□□£)□ 

□□□□ aaciQQ 

□□□u □□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□go □□□a 

□□□□ □□□□□□ 

□anna □□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□□ □□□ □□□□□ 
buob □□□□ aaaaa 
□□□□□□ aana 
ohejb □□□□□□ 

□OQQQDQHqq DQQ{J 

noQQQ □□□□ aaua 
□anna □□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 


47 Sharp 

49 Precipitous 

50 — cotta 


51 Firebug’s 
crime 

52 Deer 

53 Soft drink 

54 Pay to play 
56 Rotten 
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U.S. bankers unveil 
scheme to rescue 
insurance fund 


'_-r _ 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
bankers unveiled a $10 billion 
plan Tuesday to beef up the 
shrinking bank deposit insurance 
fund without using taxpayers’ 
money, but the proposals came 
under swift attack in Congress. 

The proposal calls for the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp 
(FDIC) to borrow up to $10 
billion from the troubled industry 
to provide more cash for the 
fond. It protects depositors in 
insolvent banks. 

Under the proposal, the bank- 
ing industry would buy U.S. 
bonds issued by the FDIC to 
support the bank fund. 

The banks, however, would 
also cover the interest and princip- 
al payments on the bonds through 
a special annual charge of three 
cents to four cents per $100 of 


their assets. 

Representative Henry Gon- 
zalez, chairman of the House 
Banking Committee, criticised 
the plan for disguising the fact 
that taxpayers may be called on 
to pay for die plan to shore up the 
fund. 

Plan supporters include the 
American Bankers Association, 
the Association of Hold- 
ing Companies, the Association 
of Reserve City Bankers, the. 
Consumer Bankers Association 
and the Independent Bankers 
Association of America. 

The banks outlined their plan 
in a letter to FDIC Chairman L 
William Seidnran. who has 
warned the fund may run dry by 
the end of 1991, if die recession 
lasts more than a year. 


BIS sees marginal 
impact on claims 
against Iraq, Kuwait 


BASLE, Switzerland (R) — The 
Guff crisis had only a marginal 
impact on Western bank claim* 
against Iraq and Kuwait in the 
third quarter of 1990, despite a 
severe disruption in business with 
the two countries, the West’s 
leading central bank agency said 
Thursday. 

The Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS) said in a report 
that outstanding on Iraq 

by Western banks fell $187 mil- 
lion to $8.73 billion during die 
period. 

But outstanding claims on 
Kuwait rose by $235 milK rm to 
$8.28 When. 

The BIS, which serves as a 
forum for meetings of Western 
central bank go v e r nors, said an 
international bank agreement to 


freez e business with Iraq and 
Kuwait after the crisis erupted 
last August severely disrupted 
activity. 

But its impact on the outstand- 
ing positions of Western banks 
vis-a-vis the two countries was 
marginal, it. added 

Over the same period, deposits 
held by Iraq with Western banks 
fell by an adjusted $450 million to 
stand at $3 billion at the end of 
September. 

Kuwait's deposits with banks 
rose an adjusted $707 millioo to 
stand at $19.6 bOHon. 

The BIS report was based on 
data from banks in the Group of 
10 industrialised countries and 
other important European and 
offshore centres. 





British Airways suffers 72% profit 
drop, expects large operating losses 

The falling demand has 
sparked a trans- Atlantic fare war 


LONDON (R) — British Air- 
ways (B.A.) said Tuesday its 
third quarter pre-tax profit 
pftmged 72 per cent and, because 
of the recession in key markets 
and the Gulf war, it expected 
substantial operating losses in the 
c ur re nt final quarter. 

Pre-tax profits slumped to £20 
nrilHon ($40 million) in the quar- 
ter ended on Dec. 31 from £71 
milli on ($142 million) in die same 
period of 1989-90. 

At the same time turnover 
edged tip to £1.24 billion ($2.4 
UDion) from £1.2 bOHon ($2.3 
bOHon). 

B.A. said it expected losses in 
the Janoary-to-March period be- 
came of a sharp drop in air 
traffic. Bookings have fallen 20 
per cent since the Gulf war broke 
oat on Jan. 17. 


and this is threate ning further 
financial woes in an industry 
already beset by plun g in g profits 
and rising staff layoffs. 

“The combined effect of the 
Gulf war ... worldwide recession 
led by the U.S. and the new 
competitive challenges lying 
ahead, indicate the next fin*™**! 
year will be difficult,” B.A. 
Chairman Lord King said in a 
statement accompanying the 
quarterly results. 

Reflecting the slump, the air- 
line cancelled delivery of five 
medium to long range Boeing 767 
aircraft it had planned to have in 
its fleet this year. On Monday it 
had said itwould eKmin»«f> 4,600 
jobs worldwide and put 2,000 
other staff on half pay. 


Widespread fear of travel has 
had a dramatic impact on the 
airline industry worldwide. The 
stay-at-home trend has become 
even more troubling recently as 
business travellers have joined 
tourists in avoiding international 
flights. 

“The dwtiiw is in die high- 
yielding sections — business 
dass, first rf«** and (supersonic) 
Concorde,” Lehman Brothers 
analyst Christopher Will said. 

B.A.’s King said: “It is dear 
fhar there will be a substantial 
operating loss in the fourth quar- 
ter, but vigorous action has been 
taken to mitigate the effects of 
the d ownturn in traffic.” 

Moving to shore up its com- 
petitive position, B.A. cut its 
New York to London return 30- 


day advance purchase excursion 
(APEX) advance fare by a third 
at the weekend. This sparked a 
price war with several other 
trans-Atlantic carriers. 

The analysts said B.A. was 
unlikely to come off worst in a 
price war as its sophisticated sys- 
tems for maximising seat yields 
gave it an edge over many other 
airlines. But analysts still saw it as 
a costly gamble that could contri- 
bute to fourth quarter losses of as 
much as £150 millio n ($300 mil- 
lion). 

King said the airline's position 
was made more difficult by over- 
regulation in the international 
airline industry. His statement 
that echoed some of the growing 
trade friction that has hit the 
industry in its downturn. 



WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


Reuters 

-w. SYDNEY-— 'TherfeJease- of highcr-ffian-cxpccted inflation figufes 1 '" 
wiped out a. tentative gain oAtbe market and- sent itrtoti Weaker*"" 
dose. The All Ordinaries dosed 6.7 points lower at 1,378.2.' 

TOKYO — The Nikkei dosed above 25,000 for the first time since 
October 31 last year after steiks absorbed boots of profit-taking. 
The Index rose 204.46 points or 0.82 per cent to 25,139.47. 
HONG KONG — Stocks ended firmer as light but persistent 
bargain-hunting offset early profit-taking. The Hang Seng Index 
rose 17.66 points to 3,412.66. 

SINGAPORE — Prices rebounded strongly on bargain hunting. 
The Straits Times recovered from a midday 8.29-potnt fall to dose 
4.41 points higher at 1,323.25. 

BOMBAY — Prices fell on nervousness ovct tbe budget due at the 
end of tiie month. The Bombay Stock Exchange Index fell 8.56 
points to 1,004.94 and the National Index 2.34 to 515.85. 

FRANKFURT — ' Prices expanded their .early gains to dose 
broadly firmer, boosted by buy orders from domestic privately- 
beld investment funds and from abroad. Tbe Dax Index ended up 
20.47 at 1,489.41. 

ZURICH — The market dosed more than one per cent firmer is 
moderate trading at new highs for the year after wall street’s firm 
opening prompted a late rally. The all-share SPI Index dosed up 
11.4 at 982,8. 

PARIS — The market finished an active session with modest 
gains. Institutional investors counting on a quick end to the 
economic slowdown snapped up cyclical stocks that have suffered 
in recent weeks. The CAC-40 Index finished up 9.60 at 1,635.84. 
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Saudi Arabia seeks foreign 
loan to help cover war costs 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia 
wants to borrow more than $3 
billion from foreign banks to help 
cover spir alling Gulf war costs 
and falling on revenues, diplo- 
mats and bankers said Wednes- 
day. 

“They’ve got a problem com- 
ing up with cash and have got to 
find the money really quickly,” 
one senior Western economist 
said. 

Details of tbe kingdom’s effort 
to raise its first major overseas 
loan since tbe oO boom could not 
be confirmed. But Saudi- based 
bankers said the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency (SAMA) was 
negotiating a three-year loan of 
$3.5 to $3.6 billion with a group 
of nine foreign banks. 

SAMA was understood to have 
agreed to an interest rate of half a 
percentage point above the Lon- 
don Inter Bank Offered Rate 
(LIBOR) — very high for a loan 
to a government, bankers said. 

Saudi officials said they could 
not comment on the re p o rts. The 


topic is sensitive for tbe conserva- 
tive Muslim state because pay- 
ment or receipt of interest is 
banned under Islamic law. 

But economists said Saudi Ara- 
bia, the world’s biggest oil expor- 
ter, was being forced to borrow 
abroad to ease cash flow prob- 
lems caused by the enormous 
financial burden of die war. 

The kingdom already borrows 
up to 36 bOHon riyals ($9.6 bfl- 
Koo) a year from domestic banks 
through issuing government “de- 
velopment” bonds. 

Emergency spending after 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait more 
than doubled Saudi Arabia's pro- 
jected 1990 budget deficit of $6.7 
billion, bankers and economists 
said. 

Total war costs are impossible 
to predict but diplomats say Saudi 
Arabia has already spent or 
pledged a total of $48 billion — 
roaghly half of its gross domestic 
product and for more than what ft 
was expected to earn from ofl this 
year. 


Saudi Arabia postponed 
announcing its 1991 budget last 
December because of difficulties 
in projecting war costs and aS 
revenues, which account for more 
than 60 per cent of its income. 

The Saudi government is 
paying fuel, food, and boosing 
expenses for all tbe allied forces 
on its soft. 

It pledged $13.5 billion to 
Washington for the first t hre e 
months of this year alone, diplo- 
mats said. 

“Tbe British are also tapping at 
the till and the French are not far 
behind,” said one. 

Riyadh gave bftHous of dollars 
to countries Hke Egypt, Syria and 
Turkey whose economies have 
been hit by the war. 

It has also spent huge sums on 
boosting its own defences, sup- 
porting Kuwaiti refugees, and 
raising its oil output to help com- 
pensate world markets for tbe 
loss of Kuwaiti and Iraqi crude. 

Government officials said 


Tuesday the cost of fighting a 
giant oil slide lapping on the 
kingdom’s Gulf coast would be 
around $1 billion over die next six 
months. 

“Costs now are much greater 
than projected. To find that 
money now while oil prices are 
dropping trill be difficult,” one 
economist said. 

Crude prices have dropped by 
around $10 to an average of $20 
per barrel since the war began 
and are expected to fall further as 
demand slackens with tbe cad of 
the northern hemisphere winter. 

Bankers said SAMA began 
negotiating with the banks, in- 
cluding the U.S. giant Morgan 
Guaranty, about two weeks ago. 
They did not know whether an 
agreement had been signed. 

SAMA initially asked for a 
seven-year loan to string repay- 
ments out for as long as possible, 
but was believed to have settled 
for a three-year loan, the bankers 
said. 


Britain cuts interest rate 


as economic slump looms 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Con- 
servative government shaved its 
inflation-busting interest rates 
Wednesday, but critics said the 
economy fared a slump and cal- 
led tbe cut of half a per c en t a ge 
point too little and too late. 

The Bank of England, tbe Brit- 
ish central bank, <ign»iiwl rhar 
tank base tending rales shook! be 
ent half a percentage point to 13 J 
per cent when it cut its money 
market lending rate by that mar- 
gin. Commercial barks quickly 
acted on tbe cue. 

But opposition Labour Party 
leader Neil Kinnock said the cut 
was overdue and that “more must 
be done to stop tire slump.” 

Rates had been kept at 14 per 
cent since October after 15 per 
cent in the preceding year in a 
agiiintt inflation. , 

price is being pfid-' with a 
business recession marked by a 
record number of bankruptcies — 
50 a day last autumn — growing 
unemployment and deeply un- 
popular rises in mortgage repay- 
ments. 


Prime Minister John Major has 
been riding high in the opinion 
polls because of his Handling of 
tbe Gulf war, in which Britain-has 
deployed more than 40,000 
troops. 

But Major, who succeeded 
Margaret Thatcher less than 
three months ago, must call a 
general election no later than 
mid- 1992 and his Conservatives 
look vulnerable on the eco- 
nomy. 

Inflation is bow easing — fi- 
gures for January due Friday may 
show it at around nine per cent 
from a peak of nearly 11 per cent 
last year. 

But entry into the European 

change rate m arHankwi (ERM) 
test October has made it hard to 
cat interest rates. Too rapid a 
drop may send hot money out of 
the ptnmd sterling, weaken it 
agairat the mark and upset puri- 
ties in the currency grid. 

Britain's ERM entry was part 
of the anti-inflation policy. The 
system rules out devatution as an 


option to rescue firms that price 
themselves off the export market 
because they give in to exorbitant 
trade union pay claims. 

But critics point out that ERM 
membership also forces Britain to 
keep taking the interest rate 
medicine — with its grim, reces- 
sionary side effects — even as 
inflation falls. 

One critics is Professor Aten 
Walters, Thatcher's economic 

fc-'-i?*', 

“half baked” and who embarras- 
sed Major Wednesday by joining 
other economists in a letter; to the 
Times newspaper urging an in- 
terest rate cot. 

They said high bo rr o win g costs 
had led loan losses that weakened 
the banking system and it was 
“just such monetary- problems 
winch caused the Gr^' -Depress- 
ion of the 1930s." 

— iverr- 

Walters in comment later 
Wednesday also joined in calling 
the tank lending rate cuts “too 
Httle and for too late.” 

Abbey National Building Soci- 


ety, the second biggest mortgage 
lender, said it was not enough to 
allow a cot in mortgage rales. 

Bnt some financial analysts . 
said die g ov ernm ent left itself , 
room to a further bank lending 
rate cut of half a percentage point - 
when it brings in its annual 
tad££t on March 19. 

This would accord with a policy 
of bringing rates down gradually, 
as inflation foils and in a way that 

•.* oaryency narkra. 

Spain, another member of the 
ERM, also shaved its interest 
rates earlier Wednesday, facilitat- 
ing the British move. 

The pound gained value slight- 
ly against both the mark and the 
dollar on the foreign exchanges 
after the Bank of Englan d acted. 
Dealers said the measure ended 
uncertainty.' 

■ 2 PaffiaiDent‘Vras td debate the' 
economy later Wednesday and 
the Labour opposition taunted 
the government, saying it had 
acted <»ly to spare itself embar- 
rassment in the debate. 


Bonn tries to stave off 
disaster in eastern Germany 


Air France 
prolongs 
fare cuts on 
U.S. routes 

PARIS (R) — French state- 
owned airline Air France said 
Tuesday it would extend until 
April 30 reductions on fares on its 
Paris-New York and Paris- Mi ami 
routes. 

A company spokesman said the 
reduced fares, announced in 
January and originally scheduled 
to end on March 17, have been 
extended because of the difficult 
economic climate facing the air- 
line industry. 

Under the programme, the 
roundtrip fare from Para to New 
York is 2,995 French francs 
($607) and the Paris- Mi ami round 
trip costs 3,700 francs ($747), he 
said. 

“Tbe economic climate is diffi- 
cult and we are maintaining the 
promotion to maintain demand,” 
the spokesman said. t 

British Airways PLC opened 
tbe flood gates for a fare war 
Sunday, slashing one-third off 
some of its trans-Atlantic prices 
after a slump in passenger num- 
bers due to Gulf war-related 
threats of guerrilla attacks. 

It was promptly followed by 
Deutsche Lufthansa A.G. and 
U.S. carriers. Pan Am Corp and 
Trans World Airlines. Other 
European and U.S. .camera are 
talking of following suit. 

Tbe reduced Air France fares 
are subject to restrictions, includ- 
ing a minimum stay of seven 
days, a maximum stay of 21 days 
and purchase and reservation at 

least 14 days before departure. 
They cannot be changed or re- 


BONN (R) — The German gov- 
ernment, alarmed by the 
accelerating collapse of the eco- 
nomy of former East Germany, 
announced a series of measures 
Tuesday to try to stave off disas- 
ter- 

Economics Minister Jneigen 
MoeOemann acknowledged Bonn 
had underestimated die crisis in 
the east and proposed a 10-point 
emergency aid p rog ram me that 
would cost an extra 10 bOHon 
marks ($6.9 bfltion) a year if 
adopted. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 

agreed with top onion leaders and 
employers to combat masave un- 
employment in the east by doubl- 
ing from the present 130,000 tbe 
number of jobs created by public 
works projects. 

At a meeting, he told them 
support for the five new states 
carved out of former East Ger- 
many was ins government's top 
priority, gov ernm ent spokesman 
Dieter Vogel said. 


PARIS (R) — France, brushing 
aside calls to punish Moscow to- 
fts crackdown m tbe Baltic repub- 
lics, offered the Soviet Union 
three billion francs ($600 mil- 
lion) in credit Tuesday to buy 
French factory equipment and 
grain. 

Unveiling the aid package, 
French Finance Minister Pierre 
Beregovoy said France deplored 
the recent use of force in the 
Baltic republics but added that 
internal tensions should not im- 
pede trade between the coun- 
tries. 

Beregovoy told re p orte rs at the 
end of two days of meetings with 


Separately, the finance minis- 
try said it would transfer an extra 
five bOHon marks ($3.4 bOHon) in 
cash tins month to help eastern 
cities and states ward off the 
threat of bankruptcy. 

Eastern Germany’s econo m ic 
crisis has deepened daily over the 
past weeks and MoeOemann told 
a news conference up to three 
million East Germans could lose 
their jobs this year if Bonn did 
not act. 

“We need quick action now,” 
he said; “I have to admit we 
underestimated tbe problems... 
but we must correct our plans, 
otherwise we win not succeed.” 

MoeOemaim said the collapse 
of trade wi t hi n Eastern Europe, 
which the go ve rnm ent had not 
been able to predict, had exacer- 
bated structural weaknesses in 
east Germany’s economy. 

Moeflemann’s 10-point plan in- 
cludes concrete measures to 
stimulate investment, modernise 
infr as t ru ct u re and create new 


of the Soviet Council of Minis- 
ters, that Paris was offering Mos- 
cow two bOHon francs ($400 mfl-. 
Hon) of credit to buy French 
capital goods. 

Voronin said Moscow also 
agreed to buy two to three milHon 
tonnes of French grain with about 
one bOHon francs ($200 million) 
of French credit guarantees. 

“The problem in the, Baltics is 
not linked to traditional econo- 
mic and commercial coopera- 
tion,” Beregovoy said. 

Last year Moscow used an unH- 
nrited line of French credit to buy 
1.2 bOHon francs (S250 million) 
wrath of French capital goods, 
Beregov oy said. 

Beregovoy and Vo r o n in said 
they were disappointed about bi- 
lateral trade. Tbe French trade 
deficit with die Soviet Union 
widened to 10 bOHon francs ($2 


jobs. It will be discussed at a 
meeting of Kohl’s centre-right 
coalition Thursday. 

A key issue will be bow to raise 
the bOHons of marks of extra aid 
needed in the east. Kohl ruled 
out tax increases to finance uni- 
fication ahead of elections last 
December, but he was careful not 
to exdude them for other pur- 
poses. 

Moellemarm repealed that the 
government would need to raise 
taxes to finance higher aid for 
eastern Germany, the allied war 
ef fort in the Gulf and Eastern 
Europe. 

But he said he would press for 
any tax rise to be coupled with a 
10 per cent across-the-board sub- 
sidy cut in the West. 

Tbe tax rises could be included 
in the 1991 budget due to be 
presented on Feb. 20 but a sup- 
plementary budget might be 
needed. A final decision on tax 


bOHon) test year from 5.8 billion 
($1.1 bOHon) in 1989. 

Beregovoy said French firms 
were encountering difficulties in- 
vesting and setting up operations 
in the Soviet Union. 

But snags Holding up invest- 
ments by French electronics 
group Thomson and wooden 
furniture maker Seribo had been 
resolved. 

__Two yean ago state-owned 
- Thomson agreed to manufa c tur e 
600,000 colour television sets per 
year in tbe Soviet Union. Voro- 
nin said he expected production 
to begin in 1992. 

Last December, Seribo said it 
signed a contract with the Soviet 
Union to provide 560 million 

francs ($115 miHion) of equip- 
ment and technical assistance. 
Other details oq the Thomson 
and Seribo projects were nnavaD- 


funded after purchase. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty-free 1987 station wagon Toyota Cressidai 
2000 c.c. petrol driven and manual gear shift. 
Air conditioned, radio-cassette. Mileage done 
70,000 km. Price: US$ 5,500 o.n.c.o. 

Please contact telephone No. 629571 , 
extension 102 between 9:00 and 2:00 
p.m. 


able. 


WANTED 

A house-keeper to work tor a family of three. 

If Interested please cell from 1 o’clock onwerds at 

639819 . 


rises is due in May at the latest. 


Paris offers Moscow $6©0m credit 

Lev Voronin, first vice president 






HiHG'T'ff SPQ 2 rr\ 


< 

a 




A 


8 


fVorld News 


JORDAN times. 


thi JKSP A Y-ERIP a Y , FEBRUARY 14 - ^ 



Russian deputy premier quits, 
stresses anti- reformist plot 


MOSCOW (R) — Gennady Fil- 
shin reformist deputy premier of 
the Russian Federation, resigned 
Wednesday saying he was victim 
of a campaign to undermine the 
republic's liberal leadership. 

The resignation of Filshin, a 
radical economist closely associ- 
ated with the now-abandoned 
“500 days” programme for Soviet 
economic recovery, was 
announced by the Federation's 
Radio Rossiya and confirmed by 
one of his aides. 

In his resignation letter quoted 
by the radio, Filshin said he 

believed “special services” — a 
clear reference to the KGB in- 
telligence organisation — and 
old-style Soviet officials were 
working to discredit Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin. 

‘Today. I am no longer able to 
carry out the duties of my office 
in accordance with its require- 
ments and am forced to waste 
much time in explaining obvious 
truths and disavowing unfound- 
ed, crude attacks.” the letter 
said. 

Russian Prime Minister Ivan 
Silayev. to whom the letter was 
addressed, last week told the 
Russian parliament where radic- 
als and liberals hold a slim major- 
ity that the Communist Party and 


KGB had begun “a witch-hunt” 
against his government. 

Filshin’s resignation came the 
day after Soviet Prime Minister 
Valentin Pavlov said some West- 
ern and Soviet bankers had 
attempted to stage a financial 
coup last month to oust President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Over the past . three weeks, 
newspapers expressing the views 
of the hard-line Russian Com- 
munist Party have accused Filshin 
of involvement in a deal with a 
British-based trading company 
which the Soviet state bank has 
declared illegal. 

Filshin denied any wrongdoing 
in the deal, under which the 
company. Dove Trading Interna- 
tional, would have imported vast 
quantities of scarce consumer 
goods for sale in the Soviet Union 
for roubles. 

The roubles — a currency 
which is not freely convertible — 
would have later been used to 
purchase Soviet property and in- 
dustrial plant as the country 
moved towards a market econo- 
mic sysrem, according to Soviet 
press reports. 

In his Tuesday remarks alleg- 
ing an attempted coup against 
Gorbachev, Pavlov indicated this 
deal could have been part of 


moves against the Kremlin leader 
— who denies radical charges 
that he is swinging back towards 
authoritarian rule. 

Meanwhile President Mikhail 
Gorbachev Tuesday rejected sug- 
gestions that he bad turned sharp- 
ly to the right in his policies and 
virtually halted his perestroika 
reform programme. 

TASS said in a report on Gor- 
bachev's talks with visiting 
French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas: 

“The president became sharp 
and critical over recent nspitiots 
and inventions which would have 
it that the Soviet leadership had 
changed its policies, was rejecting 
reform or returning to totalitar- 
ianism.” 


The agency said that during 
their two-and-a-quarter hours of 
talks Dumas was presented with, 
evidence showing the extent of 
the crisis faced by Gorbachev and 
his new government team. 


Pro-reform political and 
academic figures have accused 
Gorbachev in recent months of 
moving sharply to the right, citing 
rejection of radical economic re- 
forms and increasing reliance on 
the security forces. 

Many commentators have 


pointed to violence in the Baltic 
region last month as evidence 
that Gorbachev’s liberal policies 
were at, or nearing, an end. 

Gorbachev, TASS said, had 
dismissed many Western inter- 
pretations as biased and superfi- 
cial and likely to harm East-West 
relations. 

In a separate development. 
Former Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze said Tues- 
day his troubled country's reform 
process appeared doomed but 
could still be rescued if 
democracy-minded citizens 
joined forces. 

Asked in a German television 
interview if perestroika was 
finished because of economic col- 
lapse and ethnic unrest, Shevard- 
nadze replied: “If I'm going to be 
really open and honest, this kind 
of change appears to be loom- 
ing.” 

“But” I think perestroika and 
new political ideas can be saved if 
our society really wants it. if 
democratically-inclined people 
join forces.” he added. 

The ZDF television network 
said it was Shevardnadze's first 
foreign media interview since he 
abruptly resigned in December in 
protest at what he called creeping 
dictatorship. 


Albania pledges reforms, warns students 


VIENNA (R) — Albania’s com- 
munist leader Ramiz Aha warned 
the country's striking students be 
would not give in to their de- 
mands, but admitted that the 
country was facing an economic 
crisis, the Albania News Agency 
(ATA) Wednesday. 

In his first major speech sines 
widespread unrest erupted in 
November. Alia admitted grave 
political and economic errors bet 
said these could not be corrected 
by “gatherings f" J t • 

dons in (he square: <i£u s 

Alia told a rally in the southern 
town of VJore Tuesday that radic- 
al changes demanded by the 
opposition would only lead to 
economic chaos, unemployment 
and poverty. 

Most of the country’s 10,000 
st u dents have been on strike for 
more than a week, calling for the 


resignation of the government, 
the abolition of political indoc- 
trination sessions and dropping 
die late Stalinist leader Enver 
Hoxha from the name of the 
country’s main University in Tira- 
na. 


“No one g ro u p of people... has 
the moral right, even less so the 
legal right, to impose their wifl on 
all the people. This is not demo- 
cratic, but undemocratic,” Alia 
said of die student demands. 




achievements, but admitted that 
mistakes he committed during his 
40 years in power had brought the 
country to the verge of economic 
collapse. 


“The economic situation is not 
good. There are many shortages 
on die market both in industrial 
co nsum er goods and agricultural 


and dairy products and meat 
There is unemployment and infla- 
tion too. 

“One can speak without fear of 
a crisis situation,” Alia told his 
audience, whom he addressed as 
“b ro t h e rs and sisters” instead of 
the previously mandatory “com- 
rades.*' 

“We were hasty in the matter 
of small herds and personal farm- 
ing plots,” Aha said, referring to 
wholesale collectivisation of agri- 

“We erred when we banned 
religious belief by law,” he 
added. 

In the mid-1960s Hoxha ban- 
ned all forms of religion and 
proclaimed Albania the world's 
first atheist state. One of Alia’s 
first reforms last December fol- 
lowing student and popular un- 
rest was to end the ban. . . . 


Yugoslav 
presidents 
hold 4th 
round of 
talks 


Witnesses refuse to testify at Mandela trial 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Two 
witnesses at the kidnap and assa- 
ult trial of Winnie Mandela re- 
fused to give evidence Wednes- 
day, saying they were frightened. 

"I fear for my life,” said 
Barend Mono, 21- “If I proceed 
to give evidence I don't know 
what will happen afterwards.” 

Earlier, Kenneth Kgase, 31, 
told the Rand Supreme Court in 
Johannesburg he was too scared 
to testify after a third prosecution 
witness. Gabriel Mekgwe, was 
kidnapped by unknown men from 


the safety of a Soweto church 
hostel at the weekend. 

“I am very, very scared,” 
Kgase told Judge M.S. Steg- 
mann. “As soon as the trial is 
over, there is no guarantee of any 
protection of any sort.” 

The judge said he would give a 
decision Thursday on whether the 
witnesses whould be obliged to 
testily. 

Mono and Kgase face jail terms 
if they refuse to obey the judge’s 
order to enter the witness box. 
But Kgase’s lawyer Paul Kennedy 


told the court even this would not 
persuade his client to speak out. 

The refusal of the witnesses to 
speak out severely jeopardises 
the state case against Mandela, 
wife of African National Con- 
gress Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela, and her three co- 
accused. 


Prosecutor Jan Swanepoel said 
that if his star witnesses dried up, 
he might be obliged to postpone 
the trial until May or June in an 
effort to find Mekgwe. 


BELGRADE (AP) — The pnsri- 
| dents of Yugoslavia’s six fractious 
republics met Wednesday for a 
fourth round of negotiations that 
so for have proved futile in re- 
serving the future of this brittle 
federation. 

The leaders of Slovenia and 
Croatia, facing fresh accusations 
from federal authorities over 
their independence drives, met 
Tuesday to coordinate strategy 
ahead of Wednesday’s talks. 

After the meeting, Croatian 
President Fran jo Tudjman and 
Slovenian leader Milan Kucan 
said they may seek mediation by 
the. United Nations or other 
countries to settle Yugoslavia's 
problems if the talks fail. 

Croatia boycotted the third 
round last Friday. Slovenia 
walked out of the meeting be- 
cause of an anti-Croatian rally 
o r che s t ra ted by Serbia’s Com- 
munist authorities outside the 
talks in Belgrade. 


3 hurt in Hong Kong blast 


HONG KONG CR) — Three 
people were injured when a par- 
cel bomb exploded at a luxury 
hotel in Hong Kong Wednesday, 
but police ruled out the possibil- 
ity of a terrorist attack. 

“This is purely a criminal inves- 
tigation. There are no other over- 
tones or political implications 
whatsoever,” police officer Neil 
McCabe told reporters. 

The explosion took place in the 
Holiday Inn Golden Mile in the 
British colony's bustling Tsim 
Sha Tsui tourist district. 

A locally-posted parcel addres- 
sed to a hotel employee blew up 
in the reception area when he 
opened it. He and a female recep- 
tionist. both Chinese, were badly ' 
burned. The third victim was 


another male hotel employee. 

“The man is in a big mess. His 
face is burned completely black 
and one of his eyes is just a red 
hole.” said a 25-year-old British 
tourist who witnessed the blast. 

He said the recipient of the 
parcel ran screaming towards the 
exit with his clothes on fire after 
the explosion. The woman next 
to him also suffered bad burns 
and half her hair was burned off. 

Police said another suspected 
bomb turned out to be a bundle 
of magazines. 

The American and British in- 
ternational schools in Hong Kong 
have received three bomb threats 
since the Gulf war began. No 
other incidents have teen re- 
ported. 


U.S. hopes for tentative 
pact on Philippine bases 


MANILA (R) — The United 
States and the Philippines 
Wednesday imposed a news 
blackout on negotiations on the fu- 
ture of American bases here after 
the U.S. side said it hoped to 
reach a tentative agreement by 
Friday. 


“We're trying hard to conclude 
this by Friday. Believe my we’re 
trying hard, but there’s still a lot 
to be done.” said U.S. spokes- 
man Stanley Schrager. 

After months of public wrang- 
ling. spokesmen for the two 
panels said they would not 
answer questions and would not 
make a fresh statement until Fri- 
day. 


Asked if this was the final 
round of talks, Schrager told re- 
porters: “We'll try to reach a 
tentative agreement on Friday. 
There's a lot of hard work. 
There’s a Jol to do.” 

The lease on the bases, which 
are helping resupply U.S. forces 
in the Gulf, expires in September 


and the United States wants con- 
tinued use of the facilities for 
another 10 years. 

Negotiations began in Septem- 
ber after an exploratory round 
last May, but got bogged down 
over how long U.S. forces could 
stay in the former American col- 
ony, bow much Wsahmgtoa could 
pay and whose laws should apply 
to American troops. 

U.S. chief negotiator Richard 
Armitage on arrival in Manila 
Sunday offered higher U.S. 
assistance in exchange for a lon- 
ger phaseout of the bases, but 
said the United States oould de- 
fend the Pacific region without 
any troops in the Philippines if 
necessary. 

“Given the nature of these 
discussions, our mutual desire is 
to avoid speculation, and our 
desire to refrain from a piecemeal 
accounting of partial agreements, 
we are therefore not prepared to 
provide any additional informa- 
tion,” a joint statement issued 
Wednesday by the two sides said. 


Grenade 
kills 2, 
injures 50 
in Portugal 


LISBON (R) — A grenade 
brought by a man wearing a Gulf 
war-style gas mask exploded at a 
crowded carnival dance party in 
central Portugal early Wednes- 
day, killing two people and 
wounding 50. 

The Portuguese News Agency. 
LUSA, said 15 of the injured 
were m a serious condition. Two 
young women had their legs 
amputated. 

The man who brought the gre- 
nade, 45-year-old aluminium fac- 
tory owner Jaime Pinto, was one 
of those who died. 

Lisbon Radio stations quoted 
relatives as saying Pinto had teen 
dressig up as a soldier at carnival 
parties for years and just wanted 
to have fun. A local policeman 
quoted by LUSA described him 
as a peaceful man. 

There was no immediate word 
from the police on how the gre- 
nade came to explode. 

The owner of the Zodiac 
Dance Hall in Febres, near Can- 
tan hede. told Radio TSF that 
Pinto had been carrying a plastic 
gun and was wearing a mask ‘like 
those you see in the Gulf.” 

“I never let in anyone wearing 
a mask, so I said to him “you 
have to take your mask of\” she 
said. 

“So he took it off and said 
‘don’t you know me?* He seemed 
well-educated, cheerful, in a 
good mood,” said the owner, 
who was not identified. 

“He was canying a weapon. I 
touched it and saw it was plastic, 
so I said you can go in.” 

Portuguese are fond of fancy 
dress parties at carnival, which 
precedes the 40-day fast of lent 
beginning on Ash Wednesday, 


On the same day. Slovenia 
announced formal steps to 
secede, citing the inability of the 
republics to find a way out of the 
political and ethnic criss that has 
been building for the past decade. 

Many Yugoslavs are growing 
weary of the tensions raised by 
each session of the talks. 

“Yugoslavs are filled with fear 
and hope” every time the region- 
al leaden meet, the daily news- 
paper Vecernje Novosti said 
Wednesday. “It would be the 
worst if tins agony continues, no 
matter what the outcome of the 
talks.” 


Traditional ethnic and religious 
rivalries in Yugoslavia have been 
exacerbated by ideological rifts 
between Co mmun ist and non- 
Comumnist leaderships of indi- 
vidual republics, 
j Croatia and Slovenia advocate 
j a loose confederation of 
■ ..sovereign states that would have 
*• complete control over their 
monetary, defence and economic 
policies. 


Warsaw Pact military chief 
has no regrets as end nears 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Warsaw Pact’s chief of 
staff, unbowed by the coming break-up of his 
command, said Wednesday he had fulfilled his 
duty with “flying colours” and the military alliance 
had served a humane purpose by preventing war. 

Soviet General Vladimir Lobov told Reuters in 
an interview that the agreement, announced in 
Moscow Tuesday, to scrap the six-nation Pact’s 
military structure by April was “timely.” 

Lobov predicted that NATO, his former cold 
war foe, would be forced to do the same. 

“I believe that I have accomplished the tasks 
entrusted to me,' he said, speaking through an 
interpreter. 

“I have done ray dnty. I am leaving ray position 
with flying colours and very calmly.” 

Lobov, a stocky, vigorous figure regarded as a 
political conservative, was in Brussels as part of a 
Soviet parliamentary delegation visiting the North 
Atlantic assembly, which groups NATO parlia- 
mentarians. 


Dressed in a grey suit rather than military 
uniform, he was due to meet NATO Secretary- 
General Manfred Woemer and the Western 
alliance's top commander in Europe, U.S. Gener- 
al John Galvin, later Wednesday. 

He flatly denied suggestions that the Soviet-led 
Warsaw Pact, founded in 1955. was a vehicle for 
ideological . domination of Eastern Europe by 
Moscow and a major cause of East-West con- 
frontation. 


“The objective... of the Warsaw Pact was a very 
humane purpose... making sure that there would 
be no war. I do believe that throughout its life, the 
Warsaw Pact has played an important role in 
ensuring precisely that objective.” he said. 

“I will perhaps agree if you say that certain 
mistakes have been made, there have been certain 
drawbacks.” 


Asked what these were, he replied only: “This is 
a shopworn subject, an old subject.” 

The Pact's political structure would continue to 
function “as along as the member states believe it 
necessary,” he added. 


Lobov. 55, has been Warsaw Pactctaef of staff 
for two years. During that time be has had to 
watch Moscow’s former Eastern Euro F® a ^J^ 1 
lh es kick out their hardline Communist govern 
ments and ask Soviet forces to leave. ■ 

Ract Germany, once Moscow $ staunchest any. 
even became part of NATO last year after being 

absorbed into West Germany. , 

Joint command strucutres of the Warsaw Pact 
have not met for months and its troops have not 
exercised since 1989. Some member-states have 
threatened to leave unilaterally unless the alliance 

is wound up soon. _ . _ 

The Pact — which now includes the Soviet 
Union, Romania, Poland, Hungary, Czechoslova- 
kia and B ulgari a — was established as a response 
to NATO, which Lobov accused of starting the 
cold war when it was set up in 1949. 

Lobov said Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s reform programme and “initiatives 
taken by Warsaw Pact members had been re- 
sponsible for the improved international climate 
and the end of the cold war. 

The new situation in Europe would also mean 
the end for NATO’s military apparatus “sooner or 
later,” he said. 

But the 16-nation Western alliance has rejected 
any comparison with the Warsaw Pact, saying it 
has always been an alliance of ‘‘free and sovereign 
nations” and that it will continue to protect the 
security of its members. _ 

“The only thing I'm sorry about is that NATO 
leaders have not demonstrated the wisdom and 
statesmanship that has been demonstrated by the 
Warsaw Pact leaders,” Lobov said. 

“Ask Galvin and Woemer when they are going 
to disband their organisation.” 

NATO, faced with imminent demise of its cold 
war foe, reacted with apparent indifference Tues- 
day ro news that the Warsaw Pact’s military 
structure would be scrapped by April. 

“It's up to the member states of the Warsaw 
treaty organisation to decide on their own future 
security policy and die relevance of the (Pact) in 
this regard,” a NATO spokesman said. 


Mandela, De Klerk settle differences 


CAPE TOWN (R) — African 
National Congress (ANC) leader 
Nelson Mandela and South Afri- 
can President F.W. Klerk have 
settled their differences over the 
suspension of armed opposition 
to apartheid. 

They said in a joint statement 
after 12 hours of talks in Cape 
Town that they would publish the 
text of their accord as soon as it 
had been ratified by the cabinet 
and the ANCs National Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Relying on their acknowledged 
liking and respect for each other. 


Mandela and De Klerk appear to 
have overcome a thorny issue that 
stumped other senior negotiators. 

Mandela returned to Johannes- 
burg after the talks. 

Mandela and De Klerk said 
they discussed their conflicting 
interpretations of a clause in the 
Pretoria minuite, an agreement 
signed last August. The clause in 
question required the ANC to 
suspend its guerrilla .campaign 


and halt other “related activi- 
.ties.” 

“The problems experienced by 


■ the working group dealing with 
paragraph three of the Pretoria 
minute were resolved. Agree- 
ment was readied with regard to 
the- most pertinent points," 
Madela and De Klerk said. 

The working group referred to 
was a committee chaired by Law 
and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok 
which was appointed to iron out 
details of the ANCs suspension 
of armed activities. 

Volk told reporters earlier this 
month that there were probleng 
concerning the interpretation of 
the phrase “related activites.” 


18 killed in Tamil separatist war 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) — 
Tamil Tiger rebels blew up 
armoured personnel carrier in 
northeastern Sri Lanka, killing 
five soldiers, military offidals 
said Wednesday. 

Elsewhere. 13 people induding 
seven guerrillas were killed in 
fighting between security forces 
and the Libe ration Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), the domi- 
nant guerrilla faction waging a 
7-year-old insurgency for sepa- 
rate Tamil state. 

Military offidals, who cannot 
be identified under briefing rules. 


said the armoured personnel car- 
rier was attacked Tuesday in Pul- 
mod dai in Ttincomalee district, 
240 kilometres northeast of the 
capital Colombo. 

They said the rebels detonated 
buried explosives as the vehide 
passed over them. 


Three more rebels, a civilian 
and a soldier were killed in three 
separate incidents in the-north and 
the east, the offidals said. All five 
inddents occurred since Tuesday 
morning, the officials said with- 
out elaborating. 


In the eastern district of 
Amara, four policemen were kil- 
led and one wounded in a rebel 
ambush, the offidals said- Troops 
destroyed rebel bunkers in Mul- 
Jaitivu in the northeast, killing four 
guerrillas, they said. 


The scattered violence 
apparently was unrelated to a 
massive government offensive 
under way to capture the rebel 
stronghold on the Jaffna peninsu- 
la. The military says 45 rebels and 
six soldiers have been killed in 
the offensive since Monday. 


Progress seen in Liberian peace talks 


LOME (R) — A West African 
summit to firm up a shaky cease- 
fire in Liberia went into recess 
late Tuesday in the Togolese 
capital. Lome. 

One participant, a Ghanaian 
offidal who asked not be identi- 
fied, said an accord was within 
reach. 

“We are near agreement ... I 
think the ceasefire will be 
signed." he told reporters. 

The summit was called by the 
16-nation Economic Community 
of West African States (ECO- 
WAS) to try to get warring Libe- 
rian parties to sign a ceasefire. 


Many diplomats sec the Lome 
summit as a last-ditch attempt to 
prevent a fresh outbreak of fight- 
ing in Africa’s oldest independent 
republic, founded by freed Amer- 
ican slaves. 

Most partidpants made no 
comment at the end of the 10- 
hour talks, but conference 
sources said the conference 
would probably resume Wednes- 
day morning. 

A ceasefire was agreed in prin- 
ciple but not signed during a 
peace summit in Mali last 
November. Subsequent talks to 
work out details of troop with- 


drawal and disarmament have 
made no progress. 

The Lome meeting brought 
together the three warring Libe- 
rian parties, members of an in- 
terim government installed in 
Liberia under ECOWAS au- 
spices and offidals of nine West 
African states. 

Conference sources said 
Charles Taylor, the leader of the 
mainstream guerrilla group, was 
linking acceptance of the cease- 
fire agreement with reconstitu- 
tion of the West African 
peacekeeping force in Liberia 
known as ECOMOG. 


Hospitals packed as cholera sweeps Peru 


LIMA (R) — Beaches were de- 
serted; hospitals overflowed and 
angry fishermen protested at res- 
trictions on fish sales Tuesday as 
Peru's cholera epidemic struck 
another 2.500 people in one day. 

At least 77 people have died in 
the outbreak so far, the Health 
Ministry reported, showing a low 
mortality rate as the bacterial 
disease swept the Peruvian coast 
where raw sewage gushes into the 
Padfic Ocean. 

The number of cholera patients 
jumped from 8.566 on Monday to 
11.085 in at least 12 dries, the 
ministry reported. 

“This will stay out of control 
until people become aware of the 
need for tetter hygiene," said 
Health Ministry spokesman Raul 
Fernandez. 

Health authorities warned peo- 
ple to avoid polluted beaches, 
boil drinking water for 10 minutes 
and carefully wash all fruits and 
vegetables. 

Hundreds of fishermen, furious 
over a ban on sales of Ceviche, a 
popular dish made of raw fish. 


marched through Lhn» to de- 
mand city ball lift the ban and end* 
strictures against eating some 
kinds of seafood. 

Shouting “fish is healthy” the 
protesters carried baskets frill of 
fish and ate them in front of 
television cameras to show that 
there was no need to fear cholera. 

Police have been arresting 
street vendors who sell the dish, 
said to be a cauldron of cholera. 

Although most cooked fish was 
considered safe, fear of the 
epidemic has paralysed fishing 
fleets up and down the coast. 

Lima's beaches were nearly de- 
serted except for surfers, who 
claimed their wetsuits would 
shield them from cholera, and 
municipal inspectors who walked 
the shores tdfing snnbathers to 
stay away from the rtater. 

Though easily treated, the dis- 
ease has dehydrated and killed 
some of its victims in only a few 
hours, especially In shantytowns 
where sewers trickle down dirt 
streets and medical care is rare. 

Neighbouring countries. 


alarmed that the epidemic could 
spread across hordes, have ban- 
ned imports of Peruvian food and 
begun medical checks on people 
arriving from Peru. 

The cholera epidemic in Peru is 
one of the most serious outbreaks 
of the disease in the last 30 years, 
according to U.S. Physicians 
familiar with the often-fatal ill- 


for their food, so they filter out 

the cholera organism and it be- 
comes concentrated in the oyster 
or crab,” he added. 


ness. 


The epidemic is part of an 
outbreak of cholera which began 
near Indonesia in 1961 and “has 
spread in concentric circles 
throughout the world,” said Dr. 
Philip Brachman, a professor of 
public health at Emory Universi- 
ty- 


Brachman said he had not seen 
details of Peruvian medical inves- 
tigation, but he said the partem of 
infection indicates the disease is 
being spread by shellfish. 

“Since it is apparently along 
the coastal nets, you would have 
to suspect shellfish,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

“Crabs and ovsters filter water 


If a human eats an infected 
shellfish, the disease can develop 
rapidly, be said. Death from de- 
hydration can follow in as quickly 
as three to four hours. 

Dr. James Stein burg, assistant 
professor of medicine at Emory 
University, called the Peruvian 
epidemic “one of the worst out- 
breaks of cholera in this hemis- 
phere m decades.” 

fhP’S!* 13 became known in 
tbc West u, the 15th century 
when Portuguese raflon saw in- 
fected people on the Indian sub- 
continent. 

m 1 " 198S > 215 people in 

- died and a further 
11,000 required medical treat- 
ment as the result of a month- 
long epidemic of cholera. 

A United States, isolated 
outbreaks of cholera have been 
reported along the Gulf of Me* 
ico since 1973. 



Bakker’s sentence^ 


overturned 


- 

RICHMOND. Virginia (RL^: 
US Television Evangelist 
Bakker’s 45-year prison sentence - 
for fraud was overturaed jpflV 
grounds the federal judge -wfcgr. 

Sentenced him may have bra,- 
biased. The three judges 

4th U.S. Circuit Court of 
in Richmond upheld 
convictions on 24 counts of Wire:' 1 
fraud, mail fraud and conspira^f? 
But they said that the sentencing^ 
judge, Robert Potter of ehaSg&f 
te. North Carolina, abuse^fe'-' 
discretion and violated Bs . 
rights with bis remarks at 
tencing- The appeals court 
Bakker would be re -sentenced 
a different judge. Bakker, found- 
er of the FTL television netwodg. 
was sentenced to the prison -tera^ 
and fined $500,000 for defraucBm^ 
followers who bought 
nerships in PTT’s Heritage USA-- 
va cation park in Fort Mill, Stem 
Carolina. At the sentendngh®- 
ing, Potter said Bakker “had .wk 
thought whatever about hU-vf£T. 
tuns and those of us who do bays . 
a religion are ridiculed as h&iqg 
saps (for) money-grubbing;, 
preachers or priests.’’ -TKfe' 
appeals court said trial 

cannot punish defend an tsL 

offending their personal refigipus^ 
beliefs. 


•* * 


Parrot could 
become jail bird 







OSLO (R) — A 
rot accused of making the . 
hours ill went on trial in Ntei|jr 4 
this week in an unj 
court case which cook) 
long spell of solitary 
menL Jokko, a bine 
parrot aged about 50, 
tually silent as a 
lawyers and witnesses 
ax the bod’s Oslo home 
start of the trial. The court 
to the house as it was too cold fog 
Jokko to treveL “My wife wig 
taken to- hospital . after a heart; 
i. -attack. I reckon one of the 
1 reasons for her illness was the 
parrot’s noise and die neigh- . 
hours’ provocations,” Norwegian ■■ - 
newspapers quoted neighbour 
Frank Andresen as testifying 
Andresen said Jokko's squawking*- 
was tike “daggers in the sfo£ 
mach.” He wants the parrot to 
leave or be locked in a bar- 
room. Jokko’s owner, Jan Erik!. 
Skog, denied the Andresen fanS-r- 
ly’s charges that he spied on them 
and deliberately put the pante 
outside to annoy them in sun- : . 
mcr. The case was due to 
tinuc on with testimony from up 
to 20 witnesses. 'i 'j..- 




Historic E. German 
film studio to be 
rescued 


#■ 


BERLIN (R) — The DEFA film 
complex, which churned :te£'- 
ideologicaly slanted films during- 
its 40 years as East Germany^ 
state studio, will be rescued from- 
bankruptcy, government officials ' 
said Monday. Brandenburg 
Culture Minister Hixnich Enter-. . 
lein said the authorities intended.. 
to save the decaying studio poss? 
iWy by converting it into a hdfc 
mg company. ‘Treserving DEFA* 
not just a matter of jobs but alfo 
the cultural dimensions of film- 
making,” Enderiein said ^ 
visiting the studio. He said_ tiM£ 
company would hove various subC 
skfianes that would operate inde^ 
pendently, sometimes with fore- 
ign investment. DEFA is now 
owned by foe Treuhand Agency - 
i n cha rge of privatising 8,000 East 
German firms. The fan of ccan^ _ 
mo ni sm in 1989 and subsequent'- ~ 
rush to capitalist unity with West 7 
Germany stripped DEFA of '&t 
million marks ($24 minion) iaf' 
vital annual subsidies. Him outfc 
put plummeted last year 
many staff were laid raff. 

-^A 


Iron Age gold and V_ 
silver treasure found- 


LONDON (R) - Britisl 
have said they fed 
discovered a treasure of gold a$ 
stiver items dating back to the 
fron Age 2,000 years ago wiflCs 
P«able market value of £20 
Jon ($40 million). The Britirfj 
archaeologists have jc 
far recovered more than 50 iteffli 
of jewellery and 50 pounds (2 
kg) of solid gold at an unc 
“cation in Norfolk in w 
England. The hoard whkfrs 
spokesman said “very sq 
sko includes several 
— necklaces of 
“f*® 1 — a number of «« 
stiver bracelets, and gold 
™>y of the hems were b< 
to date back to the latter j 
*** ton Age. 
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